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To Julia Goss, my Bible Teacher



Meditation
The Long Walk to Calvary

Who has believed our message?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

 
He grew up before Him like a tender shoot,

And like a root out of dry ground.
He had no stately form or majesty to attract us,

No beauty that we should desire Him.
 

He was despised and rejected by men, 
Man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.

Like One from whom men hide their faces,
He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.

 
Surely He took on our infirmities

And carried our sorrows;
Yet we considered Him stricken by God,

Struck down and afflicted.
 

But He was pierced for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities;

The punishment that brought us peace was upon Him,
and by His stripes we are healed.

 
We all like sheep have gone astray,

Each one has turned to his own way;
And the LORD has laid upon Him

The iniquity of us all.

Isaiah 53 v 1-6
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THE 
DAY 

BEFORE

BACKSTORY



        It all started in Bethany, some five kilometres from Jerusalem.
       On an uneventful Saturday, just six days before Passover, in the house of
one Simon (or Lazarus), a young lady recognised as Mary took a beautiful
alabaster jar of expensive perfume, broke it, and lavishly poured it to anoint
Jesus. She was acting prophetically by anointing Jesus’ body for burial ahead
of time.
       Now, the Passover marked the birth of the Jewish people – as a nation led
by Moshe (Moses) around 1400 BCE, as recorded in the Book of Exodus, and
it served the beginning of the year for the people of God. 
      Everybody always endeavoured to make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land –
to Jerusalem in Judea, to the Temple complex, to participate in the festival in
obedience to the Law. 
      On the surface, it appeared that Jesus and His entourage too made that
pilgrimage, but we know that things are not always what they seem.
        In his gospel, Luke told us that:

“As the day of His ascension approached, 
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem” Luke 9v51.

        And John completed that statement by informing us that:
“Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, 

the hometown of Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.” 
John 12v1.

     Now, Lazarus and his two sisters – Mary and Martha – were personal
friends of Jesus. John told us that “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus”
(John 11v5). In fact, in one of the few times Jesus was recorded to have wept, it
was out of deep emotions for Lazarus.

John 11v35 reads: “Jesus wept.”

 
The Anointing At Bethany
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       Jesus had a relationship with these three siblings. We know Mary loved to
sit by Jesus, starstruck, just to listen to what He had to say. And Martha, let
us just say she was big on entertainment. 
    Their brother Lazarus also loved throwing big dinners whenever Jesus
visited, which was a customary form of entertainment at that time, you know,
the kind of relaxed parties where guests used reclining couches!
     So, when Jesus visited their home barely a week from Passover, Lazarus
and his sisters knew He obviously would be spending the entire festive
period with them. 
        They threw a party immediately in honour of their august visitor. 
         Jesus.   And for His entourage of twelve men. 
         Talk of a big boys’ hostel!

A STORY SO SPECIAL
       This story was significant in that it was recorded by the authors of all the
four synoptic gospels in the Bible. And it was indeed special.
   It was special because, during that party, a woman did something
extraordinary, perhaps even reckless: not minding the cost, the consequences,
and everything else, she wasted an entire jar of pricey perfume on Jesus. 
        That fragrance that she wasted costed a workman’s full annual income!

THE CONTROVERSIES

 
     Truth be told, there are a few disparities when we read the accounts as
written by the four gospels. There have also been lots of arguments and
debates about the entire events surrounding the anointing of Jesus. 
    All the gospels agreed that Jesus was indeed anointed with expensive
perfume. However, some people believed there were two different events –
one at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and the other one at the end. 
     There are questions about the identity of the woman – like, which Mary
exactly? Or perhaps she was not even Mary. There are also questions about
the location, the timing, and the interpretation of the event, or what the
hidden messages might be.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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        This book will provide some clarity to these questions.
    Regardless of these endless questions and debates, the central setting
remained the same: it was in the house where people gathered for a big
dinner, there was a woman, there was an expensive perfume being poured
on Jesus, and there were some people who objected to that show of
extravagance.
     Furthermore, if we consider the striking resemblance of these accounts
given by the four authors, it is unlikely that they were two or more different
events; we can safely say that they all recorded the same event.

LOCATION
      The accounts by Matthew, Mark, and John authoritatively noted that the
anointing of Jesus with an expensive perfume did occur in Bethany, some
five kilometres southerly from Jerusalem.

Matthew 26v6: “While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the leper…”
Mark 14v3: “While Jesus was in Bethany reclining at the table in the home of Simon the

leper…”
John 12v1-2: “Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, the hometown of

Lazarus… they hosted a dinner for Jesus there. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with Him.”

(Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, a little less than two miles. John 11v18)
~

      Luke on the other hand placed it somewhere northerly from Jerusalem –
in the faraway Galilean city of Capernaum.

TIMING
      Matthew, Mark, and John placed this event in the week leading up to the
Passover. 
       John was the most specific; he mentioned that Jesus was anointed exactly
six days before the Passover, making it the Saturday the preceded the famous
Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem!
    Matthew and Mark placed the event on the Wednesday of the Passion
Week. Again, Luke had other ideas, as we shall see shortly.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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THE HOST
      As we have seen in the verses highlighted, Matthew and Mark identified
the host of this party as one man simply known as “Simon the Leper”. The
identity or the significance of this man was not mentioned anywhere else in
the Bible.
        Luke however mentioned that the person was a random Pharisee.

“Then one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to eat with him…” 
Luke 7v36.

      Few verses later, however, Luke recorded that  Jesus called that Pharisee
by his name – Simon. Luke 7v40!
    These three books identified the host as Simon; two said “Simon the
Leper”, while the third said “Simon the Pharisee”. Could these be the same
person or two different people? Most likely the same person.
    John was a bit more subtle in his account. He pointed that although
Lazarus and his sisters were Jesus’ direct hosts, a dinner was hosted in his
honour. Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were present at the dinner, but the main
host for the dinner was not mentioned. And Lazarus was mentioned as one
of those people having dinner with Him.
       We can therefore assume that Lazarus could the main host of that event,
or the co-host, or simply another guest at the party.

THE WOMAN
      Who was the woman who poured the alabaster jar of expensive perfume
on Jesus? The four gospels also appeared to have unique perspectives.

Matthew 26v7: “a woman came to Him with an alabaster jar of expensive perfume,
which she poured on His head as He reclined at the table.”

Mark 14v3: “a woman came with an alabaster jar of expensive perfume, made of pure
nard. She broke open the jar and poured it on Jesus’ head.”

      Luke always had some different perspective, because he referred to this
woman as one with a sinful reputation. A woman of loose virtue? A prostitute
perhaps?

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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Luke 7 vs 37-38: “a sinful woman from that town learned that Jesus was dining there,
she brought an alabaster jar of perfume. As she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, 

she began to wet His feet with her tears and wipe them with her hair. 
Then she kissed His feet and anointed them with the perfume.”

~
      John however knew the woman personally, because he identified her by
name.  Mary! John wrote beforehand in John 11v2: 

“Mary, whose brother Lazarus was sick, 
would later anoint the Lord with perfume 

and wipe His feet with her hair.”
         Yes, that Mary.
         Mary of Bethany!
         Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus.
         Mary, whom Jesus loved, just like He loved her other siblings.

John 12v3: “Then Mary took about a pint of expensive perfume, made of pure nard, 
and she anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair.”

HEAD OR FEET?
      If you have been paying  attention, you will realise that there was not
much consensus with regards to which part of Jesus body was anointed.
Matthew and Mark noted the head was being anointed, Luke and John
focused on the feet. 
        In my opinion, it didn’t matter whether Jesus was anointed on the head
or feet.

EXTRAVAGANT WORSHIP
        What was the significance of Mary’s act of worship?
        Some people at the dinner felt it was a waste of money. It did not stand to
reason, that someone would take a whole year’s worth of wage, and break it
up for nothing, just to anoint their hero!
         But Mary did that.
         Hence the outcry! The indignation!

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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         Some believed it was a sheer waste of the perfume.
     Judas Iscariot believed it was a sheer waste of money; she could have
donated the jar of perfume, and they would have sold it, and he would have
selfishly made some money off it in the name of “charity”. 
        Simon – the host – thought it was unthinkable that such a woman should 
 touch Jesus. And Jesus reminded him, that the one who had received greater
forgiveness had shown greater love.
        Jesus appeared to be enjoying the moments with Mary. 
       He even defended Mary. “Why are you bothering this woman?” he asked. “She
has done a beautiful deed to Me.” (Matthew 26v10).
     Mary said no words, but everything she said was heard, especially the
things she did not say! 
     Like I mentioned earlier, things are not always what they seem on the
surface. Jesus, the “Man-God” often had His human moments every now and
again. Somewhat, He still had doubts. Secretly, He still wished the “cup”
could pass over Him. 
        Mary’s action was the Father’s gentle reminder to Jesus:
      ONE MORE WEEK TO GO!

        If Jesus still had doubts, the alabaster jar that had just been broken by His
feet contained expensive perfume, a beautiful fragrance to remind Him that
there was no escaping. 
        In a week, He would be covered in perfumes.
        Dead!

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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MARY, MARY, AND JESUS OF CAPERNAUM.
 

There are lots of Marys in the Bible. 
        There is Mary, Mother of Jesus; Mary Magdalene; Mary of Bethany; Mary
mother of James the younger; Mary mother of John Mark; Mary of Cleopas;
Mary of Rome, and so forth.
        It gets confusing, and sometimes, we tend to lump them up as the same
person, or whatnot.
         Mary Magdalene was one of the Marys. 
       Now, Mary Magdalene was a young lady who was a friend of Jesus. She
was also one of the ladies who supported Jesus’ ministry with her generous
donations. 
    Her name Mary Magdalene meant ‘Mary from Magda’ (or Magdala).
Perhaps Magda was her hometown, birthplace, or current home, we do not
know. However, we do know that Magda was not far from Jesus’ home at
Capernaum. Just about ten kilometres apart, and both were in the region of
Galilee.
        Capernaum was Jesus’ town; and even though Jesus was nicknamed the
‘Jesus of Nazareth’, in my opinion, He could as well be nicknamed the ‘Jesus of
Capernaum’. because that was the HQ!
      At the beginning of His public ministry, and after His temptation, Jesus
relocated north-westerly from His family home in Nazareth, to live in a town
known as Capernaum, by the Sea of Galilee. 

Matthew 4v12-15:
“When Jesus heard that John had been imprisoned, He withdrew to Galilee.

“Leaving Nazareth, He went and lived in Capernaum, which is by the sea in the region
of Zebulun and Naphtali,

to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “Land of Zebulun and land of
Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles the people

living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of
death, a light has dawned.”

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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The Galilee Connection.

 
     This is a bit of geography that I have added to help us understand the
context of this book. In simple terms, Jesus and His family and His disciples
lived in towns in the region of Galilee. However, the final week of His
physical existence on earth happened in a completely different location – in
towns within Judah (Judea).
        It is noteworthy that while Jesus and His friends, followers, and family all
travelled to Jerusalem (within Judah) for the Passover, they were all originally
from the faraway region of Galilee – which technically was not in Judea.   
        Mary Magdalene from Magda. Jesus and His family were from Nazareth.
While Peter, Andrew, Philip, James, and John were all from Bethsaida. 

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the same town as Andrew and Peter. John 1v44 
(See also Mark 1v16-19).

 
       The Zebedee boys – James and John – ran a thriving business with their
father in Bethsaida; they however moved with Jesus to Capernaum where His
ministry was, but they also had a home in Jerusalem.
      Galilee was a region along the Sea of Galilee (later called Tiberias Sea),
located northerly within the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali in old Israel. 
       So, all of them were Galileans who often came to Jerusalem for religious
festivals. 
     It also appeared some of them had stronger interests or affiliations in
Jerusalem, for example, the Zebedee’s.
       Towards the Passover Festival of that particular year, as we read earlier,
Jesus took a long journey from His home at Capernaum, and He travelled all
that distance towards Jerusalem, because He knew His time was over. 
       He stayed with His friends at Bethany, and His friend’s younger sister,
Mary of Bethany, anointed him with the most extraordinary treasure, not
minding the cost.

 A twelve-ounce jar of expensive perfume made from the essence of nard! 

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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THE 
TRIUMPHANT 

ENTRY

DAY 1

SUNDAY
...



       Jesus had just one more week to live as a Man on the planet called earth,
and He resolutely lived it with purpose. 
       He had come to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival, but He also had His
agenda, the rare privilege to crown His earthly mission. 
       And with that came a florid mix of emotions – exciting and sobering at
the same time.
       Every day, Jesus, in the company of His twelve disciples, would take the
five-kilometre journey from Bethany to Jerusalem, but they would return to
Bethany to spend the night. And then they would return to Jerusalem the
following day, and the routine continued for the rest of the week.

SUNDAY: THE TRIUMPHANT ENTRY

 
“The next day the great crowd that had come to the feast heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.” 
John 12v12.

        The Passion Week started with Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem,
the event we celebrate today as “Palm Sunday”.
     Jesus approached and entered Jerusalem triumphantly, like any Ruler
would, riding a little donkey, in the centre of the procession, as the people
chanted Hosanna! Thus, He fulfilled the prophecy that the Messiah would
indeed enter Jerusalem as a King!
        The people – the residents of the city, many others who were tourists, as
well as the pilgrims who had embarked on the journey to visit Jerusalem to
participate at the Passover Festival – heard the unusual thing about a Jesus
coming into Jerusalem.

DAY 1. PALM SUNDAY: 
THE TRIUMPHANT ENTRY 
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       And they took the opportunity to catch a glimpse of Him, and to worship
Him as the Prince that He was.
       Part of this crowd were some Greek tourists who came to worship; they
wanted to meet Jesus, so they later went through His disciples – Philip and
Andrew! His disciples were kind enough to lead them to Him (John 12v20-21).
        In my book, “The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of the End Times”,
I highlighted why it was important for Jesus to enter Jerusalem as a Prince,
as a Ruler. 
        The Angel named Gabriel had revealed to Daniel, many centuries earlier,
that it was pivotal, for the Messiah to be cut off, at His prime, as One having
nothing. But just before His cutting off, He must indeed be presented as
Messiah the Prince. The Ruler.
         It is intriguing because Messiah, which means Christ, is also translated as
“the Anointed One”. 
     At His baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form,
anointing Him. 
        Furthermore, at the beginning of His public ministry, Jesus made a bold
declaration that the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him and that He had been
anointed by the Spirit. 
      And just the previous evening, Mary also anointed Jesus again with an
expensive ointment.

 The people came out in numbers, to worship the Anointed One. 
 The people chanted:

“Hosanna!”
 “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”

 “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
 “Blessed is the King of Israel!”

 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”
 “Hosanna in the highest!”

       The people were not worshipping in ignorance, or out of false pretence,
because they knew Whom they were worshipping. They had been told  that,
“This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” (Matthew 21v11). 
         They also knew He was coming in the name of the LORD! 
         And He deserved worship.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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SUNDAY MORNING: A SIGN!

 
      The Triumphant Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem was heavily premised on
prophecies; it was a sign that could not be missed by anyone! 
         Especially by the religious leaders of His time.
      In the following days, Jesus would have that all important conversation
with the religious leaders. They were preoccupied with the fact that Jesus was
taking the glory, and that He was becoming a threat to the ‘establishment’.   
         And Jesus would have to point to them the more pressing issue: that they
had missed the visitation of God! That reality was so overwhelming for Jesus,
such that He wept over Jerusalem, the Beloved City.
       Earlier that day, just before the whole romp and festivities and worship,
as Jesus approached the City, He wept over Jerusalem. He was not crying
because He would be killed in a few days; remember things are not always
what they seem on the surface.
      Jesus was lamenting because He knew what laid ahead for the Beloved
City; He knew Jerusalem had only a few more years before it would be
levelled to the ground. Before it would be invaded by the enemy army. Before
it would be wiped off the map!
         Jesus spoke as He wept that morning: 

“If only you (Jerusalem) had known on this day what would bring you peace! 
 But now it is hidden from your eyes. 

 For the days will come upon you when your enemies will barricade 
you and surround you and hem you in on every side. 

They will level you to the ground – you and the children within your walls. 
 They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize 

the time of your visitation from God.” 
Luke 19v42-44.

      Sadly, they missed the sign, again – the symbolism of His Triumphant
Entry into Jerusalem.
______
Resources: “The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of The End Times”.
(Book 2 in “My Book of Prophecy” series.)
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SUNDAY EVENING: 

EYEBALLING THE SITUATION
 

       The festivity for the day eventually ended. Friends and foes alike retired.
And Jesus finally made His entry into the Temple complex. In the company of
the Twelve.
        Mainly to eyeball the situation.
       It was getting dark, and Jesus was physically fatigued. It had been a long
day – a day where people accorded Him the worship due to Him, and He
refused to discourage them. 
        However, the day was getting dark, and He was physically exhausted.

“Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. 
 He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, 

He went out to Bethany with the Twelve.” Mark 11v11.
 

     Jesus entered the Temple and scanned through it. Though He was not
pleased by what He saw, He did not do the cleansing at this point. He did not
do anything about it. 
        Yet. 
        That could wait till Monday.

SUNDAY EVENING: BACK TO BETHANY

 
“Then He left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where He spent the night.”

Matthew 21v17.
 

       After a long and exhausting day, Jesus and the Twelve Disciples returned
to Bethany to spend the night. Tomorrow’s another day!

And Jesus would face the religious establishment with fire. 
        He surely had enough fire in His bones!

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi
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    Monday morning, Jesus was back on the road, as He journeyed from
Bethany back to Jerusalem, in the company of His twelve disciples. 
       It seemed He did not wait to eat breakfast, and on the way, He began to
feel hungry.

DAY 2. MONDAY: JESUS AND THE FIG TREE

“In the morning, as Jesus was returning to the city, He was hungry.” 
Matthew 21v18.

~
     Ahead of them was a leafy tree, the fig tree, and the company of Jesus
hoped to at least find some nourishment from the tree. They were also aware
that it was still early spring, hence, it was not yet the fig season.
       So, it should not bother them that by the time they arrived where the fig
tree was standing, there were no fruits on it.
        Surprisingly, it bothered Jesus! 
        And His reaction was, shockingly extreme.

“Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if there was any fruit on it. 
But when He reached it, He found nothing on it except leaves, 

since it was not the season for figs. 
Then He said to the tree, “May no one ever eat of your fruit again.” 

 And His disciples heard this statement.” 
Mark 11v13-14.

        Why would Jesus curse an innocent tree?
        There had been several postulations as to why He did that.    

DAY 2. MONDAY: 
CLEANSING THE TEMPLE



        First, it was meant to be a learning curve for His disciples to learn to have
faith in God. As we shall see the following day. However, the more important
reason was what happened later in the day as we shall see shortly. 
       The fig tree generally is expected to produce ‘out-of-season’ fruit. It should
not be barren like that. 
        Furthermore, there is the phenomenon called ‘breba’, in which the fig still
has the previous year’s shoot growth. The breba crops are usually small in size
and number, but they are the sweetest and are produced in the mature
branch of the previous year’s wood.
        It, thus, made sense that Jesus was searching for the mature branches to
produce their ‘breba’ even though it was not yet the season for the other
branches.
      Jesus was going to Jerusalem, to the Temple complex, to see the ‘brebas’!
Just like the fig tree, Jesus was expecting to find fruit from the ‘mature wood’
when He arrived at the Temple. 
        However, if the previous day were to be an indication, He knew He would
be disappointed, just like the fig tree had disappointed Him.
       Hungry pilgrims had come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, from
all over, and the religious leaders had the responsibility to give them healthy
spiritual nourishment. However, the people remained hungry and without
any real spiritual satisfaction.
        Jesus spoke a curse on the fig tree, just as He would proclaim woe on the
religious establishment in the following days. 
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MONDAY: CLEANSING THE TEMPLE
 

         If you had been paying attention to the scriptures, you would notice that
even thought there were many places of worship, such as Synagogues, there
was only one Temple. 
         And that Temple was situated in Jerusalem. 
      That Temple had been in existence since 1000 BCE when Solomon was
King over Israel. In fact, that original property was bought and paid for by
King David himself.

““No,” replied the king, “I insist on paying a price, 
 for I will not offer to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” 
 So, David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.” 

2Samuel 24v24.
        The Temple was originally constructed by King Solomon but it was later
destroyed  by King  Nebuchadnezzar of  Babylon  within the early years of the
seventy years captivity. 
      Thereafter, the Temple was reconstructed by Zerubbabel, Governor of
Judah, because it had become a ruin, a shadow of its former glory.
         However, by the time of Jesus, King Herod the Great had refurbished the
Temple, and he upgraded it into a massive complex and an architectural
masterpiece, encompassing the entire Temple Mount! 
         It was humongous. 
        The pinnacles of this refurbished Temple reached a frightening 450 - foot
in height. Recall the time in the temptation of Jesus when the Tempter told
Him to jump and that Angels would carry Him so that Jesus would not be
hurt. (The Temptation can be seen in Matthew 4v1-11; Luke 4v1-13).
        The Temple complex was believed to have a huge space with the capacity
to accommodate about a million people. 
         The reconstruction of this Temple took forty-six years to complete! 
          I did focus a lot more on this Temple in my book, “The Touchdown: Understanding
the Prophecies of The End Times”.
        Despite its grandeur, God’s Presence in the form of the Ark of Covenant
was no longer in the Temple. The Ark was lost during the seventy years
captivity; it was never recovered, and it was never reconstructed.
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        Furthermore, by the time of this refurbished Temple, the Priesthood had
become stinking wealthy, deeply political, and extremely corrupt. 
         The High Priests were Annas and his son-in-law Caiaphas. 
        Annas tightly held on to power. In fact, Annas became so powerful, such
that apart from Caiaphas, all his five sons also became High Priests.
       To the Jewish nation, the Passover Festival was a big deal, and it usually
attracted a massive crowd of pilgrims and tourist alike, and the Temple was
the centre of attraction.
      It was not surprising then that there would be merchandise within the
massive Temple complex. 
         People would be expected to buy and to sell. 
       It would be an almost impossible task for worshippers to drag bulls and
oxen and doves from their homes to Jerusalem. And there were people who
travelled from other countries and territories to the Temple for the Passover
Festival. Some of these individuals would have to exchange their monies into
Shekels so that they would be able to transact.

 As a matter of interest, Moses envisaged this. 
         Thus, the Law of Moses permitted people who lived far from the Temple
to sell their tithes and bring the money to the Temple and spend it on
whatever they wished, including animals for sacrifice.
         See Deuteronomy 14v24-26.
        Despite all these ‘justifications’ for commercialising the Temple activities,
Jesus staged a “one-man protest” within the Temple courts. 

“Then Jesus entered the temple courts 
and drove out all who were buying and selling there. 

 He overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those selling doves.
 And He declared to them, “It is written: ’My house will be called a house of prayer.’ 

 But you are making it ‘a den of robbers’” Matthew 21v12-13.
This event was duplicated in Mark 11v15-17.

~
     Jesus was not happy with the way merchandise was being conducted
within the Temple courts. He chased away those who were buying and
selling. However, His anger was directed at two groups specifically: the
money changers and those who sold doves.
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        His anger was focused: He was not angry because people were buying and
selling; rather, it was because the Temple had become a “Den of Thieves”!
       Understandably, the money changers could easily engage in dubious acts.
But the dove sellers? 
       Well, it makes sense when we understand that the dove sellers served the
population of  underprivileged people. 
        The poor. 
    Those people who could not afford the livestock. Those who had just
enough money to offer small birds. It was bad enough to be dubious. But
defrauding the poor was unacceptable.
        If you paid attention, you would notice where Jesus called the Temple His
house! 
        “My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations,” He announced.
        Jesus cleansed His Temple. His House!
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DAY 2. MONDAY: BACK TO BETHANY

       Following Jesus’ protests of financial transactions within the Temple; He
argued with chief priests; then He taught the people, and He healed them.    
        The people were amazed.

“And when evening came, Jesus and His disciples went out of the city.” 
Mark 11v19.

      The Week of the Passion started as a quiet week for Jesus; so far, things
had been sort of quiet, with Jesus playing His ‘solo-game’.
        However, from Tuesday onwards, things began to heat up.

 

THE MOUNT OF OLIVES
 

       Bethany was a small, beautiful town situated on the south-eastern slopes
of Mount Olives, on the road to Jerusalem. Today, Bethany is a Palestinian
town known as Al-Eizariya (or Al-Azariya).
      Mount of Olives, also known as Mount Olivet, was so named because of
the Olive groves that once covered its slopes. 
      Jesus walked this route – between Jerusalem and the Bethany/Mount of
Olives – forth and back during His last and final week on earth. While it was
only about five or six kilometres long, walking through that distance could
take anything around forty minutes to one hour.
       Jerusalem is surrounded by hills, and Mount of Olives is one of the three
hills on a long ridge to the east of Jerusalem. It rises to over 2,700 feet tall and
provides a noticeably clear view of the City, and it is considered one of
Jerusalem’s holiest places.
      Along one of the valleys on the slopes of Mount Olives, known as Kidron
Valley, lays the beautiful Garden of Gethsemane – the place where Jesus was
praying when He was arrested and subsequently executed. 
         Gethsemane means “oil press”, and the oil from Gethsemane was usually
used for sanctuary lamps, among other uses.
      It is important to mention at this point, that Mount Olives had many
significant references in the Bible, some of which I will be sharing in the next
few lines.
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        The earliest reference to Mount Olives in the Bible was in 2 Samuel 15v30
when David ascended the Mount of Olives to flee his son Absalom’s coup.
    Ezekiel the Prophet, while he and his fellow Jews were in Babylonian
captivity, saw a vision of how the Glory of the Lord lifted and departed from
the Temple, and then from Jerusalem. 
        And as the Glory was leaving, it made a quick stop on Mount of Olives: 

“And the glory of the LORD rose up from within the city and 
 stood over the mountain east of the city.” Ezekiel 11v23.

 
      Likewise, Zechariah the Prophet pointed out that this mount of Olives
would one day play a significant role at the battle of Armageddon, in the
apocalypse. 
         He wrote in Zachariah 14v4: 

“On that day, His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, 
 and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west…”

 
     Furthermore, Jesus ascended to heaven from the Mount of Olives (Acts
1v12), and the scriptures have confirmed to us, that His arrival,  that is, ‘The
Touchdown’, would also be upon the Mount of Olives!
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     The Tuesday of the Passion Week was an extremely  important and
absolutely eventful day in the final week of Jesus on earth.
        For obvious reasons, as we shall soon find out, I dubbed  it ‘the day it all
went down!’
      For ease of understanding, and in order to achieve the purpose of this
book, I have split the events of ‘Tuesday’ into three distinct parts, as well as an
addendum and  the rounding-up part! 
       The First part is further subdivided into four discourses which I titled:
The Trip, The Parables, The Tough Questions, and Woes and Lamentations
        The Second part is what I called ‘The Glory Departs’. The floodlights were
on Jesus as He walked out of the Temple one last time.
        The Third part is the popular Olivetti Discourse in which Jesus focused on
the prophecies of the end times and of the coming Kingdom.
         I must say at this point that I have written a book soon to be released on
this theme which I titled, “The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of The
End Times”, and I do recommend it.
       I believe we can authoritatively say that on that eventful Tuesday, Jesus
was spitting fire, figuratively, and nobody could stop Him. 
         He had been worshipped as the Messiah, He had cleansed His Temple, it
was now time to deal with issues: the people and the establishment.
         And then He put an end to His public ministry on that same day!
         Like the popular saying, on that Tuesday, Jesus did not come to play!
      If you did not know anything about the week leading to the death and
resurrection of Jesus, fondly called the Week of the Passion, I would say: “Now
is the time to start paying attention!” 
        I must warn you though; it would be a bumpy ride. That said, let’s do this!

DAY 3. TUESDAY: 
THE DAY IT ALL WENT DOWN! 
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     On Tuesday, Jesus’ week began to get busy, and things escalated very
quickly. Tuesday was the day Jesus predicted the exact day of His execution;
on that Tuesday, He also had debates with the religious leaders, and He
responded to questions. 
     The Tuesday of the Week of the Passion marked the end of Jesus’ public
appearance and the end of His ministry to the public!
        And at the end of it, He had an intense session with His disciples. 
        Serious stuff. 
        In short, that Tuesday was so long, you’d not believe it!

DAY 3. TUESDAY: FROM BETHANY TO JERUSALEM

 
        As their now usual routine, on that Tuesday morning, Jesus and His team
of twelve disciples returned from Bethany to Jerusalem. 
        On the way, a most unusual thing happened. 
        Remember the fig tree from yesterday – the one cursed cursed by Jesus? 
        Well, it had withered!
        There were no more leaves. It had dried from the roots. Dead.

“As they were walking back in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered from its
roots. Peter remembered it and said, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has

withered.” Mark 11v20-21
       Regardless of the spiritual connotation of cursing the fig tree and how it
was linked to His mission, Jesus used the moment to teach His disciples a
valuable lesson: 
        A lesson of faith. Of prayer. And of forgiveness.
 

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART I. 
FINAL DISCOURSE (I): THE TRIP



“Have faith in God,” Jesus said to them. Truly I tell you that if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and has no doubt in his heart but

believes that it will happen, it will be done for him.” Mark 11v22-23.
         He told them,

“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask in prayer.” Matthew 21v22.
       We will appreciate this further when we realise that it was time for the
disciples to become independent, without the constant physical covering of
their Rabbi – Jesus.
    His disciple needed to begin to understand and to appreciate what
tremendous power they possessed by praying.
        It was time to move – from taking everything from the golden platter to
making it happen – through their prayers.
         And that would require faith! 
         Jesus taught, that a little bit of faith was more than enough! 
         The simplified model was: Pray. Believe. Receive!
        This is also an important message for us today, that in a world where we
are constantly faced by challenges and constantly inundated by the
impossible, we must realise that we have secret weapons: faith and prayers. 
         With these, we can turn just about any situation around.

DAY 3. TUESDAY: BY THE TEMPLE COURTS
 

      Jesus arrived at the Temple courts that Tuesday morning, to teach the
people who had come to the Temple to worship. However, some certain
individuals were not happy with Him and with His actions. 
         These were the people from the Religious Establishment. 
         The Chief Priests, the Scribes, and the Elders of the People!
         No! Jesus was not welcome within the vicinity:
       A lone Rabbi, with twelve disciples, who recently allowed Himself to be
worshipped as a god, as God, as the Messiah! 
        A lone activist who had recently caused chaos within the Temple courts,
costing merchants loads of money!
       And there He was, sitting in their Temple, and teaching their followers,
their pilgrims, their people, without a license. 
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        Sadly, for them, they could not yank Him off the premises. 
     The people listened to Him. They believed He was some fancy Prophet
from up-North in Galilee, they were awed by His miracles and healings, and
they were inspired by His teachings.
       The ‘Establishment’ did not like that at all, but there was nothing much
they could do, especially in public.

“Although they wanted to arrest Him, they feared the crowds, 
 because they considered Jesus a prophet.” Matthew 21v46.

 
         If there was anything they feared, it was a riot. 
       They could not afford any unrest, particularly during the festive period.
Any unrest would trigger the Roman government to throw soldiers to the
streets, and that was the last thing they wanted.
         So, it was up to them to manage the ‘Jesus situation’ wisely, in the interest
of everyone involved.
       And so, they decided to engage Him instead, which led to three distinct
discourses on that day. It appeared Jesus got them where He wanted – an
opportunity to have a conversation with them! 
         He finally got their attention. 
         How many stunts would He have to pull before they paid attention to Him?
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        The chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people reached out to
Jesus. They wanted to know two things:

“By what authority are You doing these things? and Who gave You this authority?”
       Jesus was not perturbed that His authority was being challenged, but He
put them on the hot spot, in the presence of their followers, by citing the case
of His first cousin – John the Baptist – asking them if they thought John’s
authority was from heaven or from humans. 
       They could not reach a consensus. So, they lied. They claimed they didn’t
know the source of John’s authority. 
       Jesus too did not answer their question, at least not directly. Instead, He
gave them two inciting parables.

 

PARABLE 1: THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

      Jesus highlighted to the chief priests, the scribes and the elders what it
meant to do the Will of the Father in Matthew 21vs28-32. 
      A man had two sons. He asked the first to go and do some work in his
vineyard. He emphatically refused, so the Father went to talk to the second
son, who was more willing to help their father work his vineyard. However,
both sons changed their minds – the first son did the work but the second
did not!

“Which of the two did the will of his father?”  
“The first,” they answered. Matthew 21v31.

     In this parable, Jesus magnified the ministry of John the Baptist, and
showcased how the so-called sinners were listening to John’s messages and
repenting and changing their minds and doing the Will of the Father!
 

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART I. 
FINAL DISCOURSE (II): THE PARABLES
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      However the first son, i.e., the religious establishment, the people who
were visibly religious refused to repent and believe. 
       Jesus emphasised to them, that their circus, i.e. ‘religion’ was not enough;

instead, obedience to the Will of the Father was the most important thing.

 

PARABLE 2: THE SON WHO WAS MURDERED

 
      With the second parable, Jesus pushed further, moving away from the
talks about His cousin John, i.e., John the Baptist, and focusing on Himself. 
       While the Religious Establishment was still processing the challenge about
the “sons” that Jesus posed in His first parable, Jesus went ahead, and He
predicted His own execution.
       This gripping parable can be found in Matthew 21v33-46; Mark 12v1-12,
and Luke 20v9-19.  He started:

“There was a Landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a
winepress in it, and built a tower. 

Then he rented it out to some tenants and went away on a journey.”
When it was time for harvest, [this Landowner] sent a servant to collect His share, 

but the tenants beat the servant and sent him away empty-handed. 
So, He sent another servant, 

but they beat him and humiliated him, sending him away empty-handed. He sent a
third, but they wounded him and threw him out. 

He sent still another, and this one they killed. 
He sent many others; some they beat and others they killed.

Finally, He sent His Son, thinking “They will respect my son”.
However, when the tenants saw the Son, 

they said to one another, 
“This is the heir. Come, let us kill Him and take His inheritance.”

So, they seized the Heir, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
(some verses paraphrased)         

         Jesus asked what they thought the landowner would do to those tenants,
i.e., the “Establishment”?
         Well, they rightly answered, and quickly too, that:
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“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end and will rent out the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him his share of the fruit at harvest time.”

      Then it occurred to them, and to the sneaky Pharisees lurking around,
that Jesus was talking about them! Against them. And had managed to make
them seal their fate!
        Clever?
        Right there, they decided that they were going to kill Him! End of story.

“When the scribes and chief priests realized  
that Jesus had spoken this parable against them,  

they sought to arrest Him that very hour.  
But they were afraid of the people.” Luke 20v19

         The feared the people – because the people believed He was a prophet.
So, they left Him there and went away! Mark 12v12.

 

PARABLE 3: THE WEDDING BANQUET

 
     In His third Parable, Jesus pushed a bit harder, this time, He gave a
glimpse of what the Kingdom of Heaven looked like.
         In Matthew 22v1-14, we read that there was a wedding banquet:
         A King prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 
         His guests were unworthy – they were hostile and murderous. 
       Enraged, the King sent his troops to destroy those murderers and burn
their city. He further made the invitation open to all, both evil and good, and
the wedding hall was filled with guests.
      Although the interpretation might be complex, we need to understand
that Jesus was not being metaphoric – He was literally talking about the
Kingdom of Heaven!
     Later, in Revelation chapter 19, we found out that there was indeed a
wedding banquet, and it all made sense. 
       The Pharisees understood the cryptic message in that parable, and their
reaction was to conspire to trap Jesus in His words (Matthew 22v15). 
         Obviously, that did not work.

(See more discussion about this parable in the  ‘Tuesday Addendum: The Millennium
Kingdom’ below.)
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      In this section, we shall be meeting a number of religious sects and the
supposedly tough questions they posed to Jesus on the final Tuesday of His
earthly life.
        While some of these questions were genuine; they were mostly malicious.

TUESDAY: PART I. THE RELIGIOUS SECTS

 
       The Chief Priests, Sadducees, and Pharisees, the Scribes composed the
Jewish aristocracy of the time of Jesus; many of whom were members of the
Sanhedrin. 
      Now, the Sanhedrin referred to the highest council that existed at that
time. It was powerful, rich, and religious.
        On that Tuesday, Jesus had to face them all!
        The Chief Priests, the Scribes, the sneaky Pharisees, and the Elders of the
people decided they were going to kill Jesus, but could not arrest Him in the
public, so they left Him alone and went their way (Matthew 21v46; Mark
12v12; Luke 20v19).
        But not all of them.
    They also sent people, spies, who would hang around, pretend to be
‘followers’, pretend to be genuinely interested in the message of Jesus, and
watch Him make mistakes so they could arrest Him and prosecute Him.
        Luke 20v20 mentioned that:

“They watched Him closely and sent spies who pretended to be sincere. 
 They were hoping to catch Him in His words 

 in order to hand Him over to the rule and authority of the governor.”
 

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART I. 
FINAL DISCOURSE (III): 

THE TOUGH QUESTIONS I



        Mark in his gospel also noted that:
“they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to catch Jesus in His words.” 

Mark 12v13.
     Not long afterwards, the Sadducees joined in the debate (see Matthew
22v23), and some Scribes also stayed back to listen to the debate (Mark
12v28). 
       So, yes, even though the Chief Priests, the Scribes and Elders seemed to
have backed out, they were still very much present, including the spies, the
Pharisees and the Sadducees. 
        It soon became a massive group: the main contenders being Jesus versus
The Establishment. 
       The four categories – the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Scribes and the
Herodians stayed back 
         And each category did ask their probing questions.
     We shall first describe the identities of these people who took a stand
against Jesus that day.
        And then, we shall explore their different angles of interest.

THE HERODIANS

 
       While the Pharisees were a religious sect, the Herodians were not quite
religious. They were mentioned in the Bible only twice, and on both
occasions, they were hostile to Jesus. 
        The Herodians were a royalist party, and even though they were on both
occasions mentioned in the company of Pharisees, in practice, they were
more sympathetic towards the more elite and high social class religious sect
known as the Sadducees. 
        Their allegiance was however to the Romans Emperor Caesar, and to the
King Herod. 
    Being Hellenistic (Grecian) Jews, the Herodians also wanted political
independence for their nation of Judah. However, they did not care about
David’s kingdom or dynasty being restored. 
         They wanted their independence to be under Herod’s dynasty.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi

44



THE SCRIBES

 
     The Scribes could be described as any groups of Jewish scholars who
interpreted and taught scriptural laws and ethics.
       Originally, their name was used merely of clerks whose function was to
copy royal and sacred manuscripts. They were always in attendance to record
the court proceedings and all the things that happened every day in the life of
the King and Temple worship. They wrote wills, tax records, and other legal
documents. And they took stocks of foods and livestock. 
      Later, they became a lot more dignified, and by the time the nation of
Judah returned from Babylonian exile, the title of a Scribe signified the
official post of someone with religious status – one who was learned in the
Law of Moses.  

 One of the most prominent Scribes in the Bible was Ezra. 
         In Ezra 7v6, we read: “This Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a scribe skilled

in the Law of Moses,  which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given.”
        The spiritual descendants of the Scribes were the Rabbis.

 

THE SADDUCEES

 
         The Sadducees may be described as one of the major Jewish religious and
political parties that were in existence during the latter part of the second
Temple (167BCE-73CE). 
         However, they were dissolved when the second Temple was destroyed. 
     This sect occupied the upper social and economic strata; they wielded
societal power in just about every aspect, and they had strong support from
the Roman government of their time. 
        They were popular as much for their wealth and corruption as they were
for their religious devotion. Their ideology was driven by wealth. And greed.
        The Sadducees controlled the two most important institutions of Jewish
society – the Temple at Jerusalem as well as the Sanhedrin. 
         Thus, the High Priest was almost always a Sadducee.
         Like the Pharisees, the Sadducees believed in outward and ritual purity.
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     However, unlike the Pharisees, the Sadducees rejected in its entirety
everything supernatural; they refuted belief in angels, demons, heaven, hell,
and resurrection. And they rejected everything that was not documented in
the Law of Moses.
         The Sadducees sought to preserve the Priesthood within the Temple cult;
therefore, they rejected the attempt being made by the Pharisees to make the
Temple mysteries open to all.

THE PHARISEES
 
       The Pharisee  party (also known as “separatist”) was a social  movement
and school of thoughts that emerged largely out of the group of Scribes and
Sages. 
         Like the Sadducees, they also thrived during the latter part of the second
Temple (167 BCE-73CE); they were also dissolved after the destruction of the
Temple.
      Their ideology was based on the belief that the oral tradition (“i.e., the
unwritten Torah” or “the tradition of the Fathers”) was just as binding as the
written Laws. Their insistence on this ideology became the foundational,
liturgical, and ritualistic basis for Rabbinic Judaism, and remains a basic
tenet of Jewish theological thought. 
    Pharisees were well-known legal experts; like the Scribes, they had
knowledge of the Law, and they could also draft legal documents including
contracts for marriage, divorce, loans, inheritance, mortgages, the sale of
land, etcetera. 
         In contrast to their opposition – the Sadducees who were the party of the
high priesthood, more elite, and high social class and detached from the
people – the Pharisees were a ‘people movement’.
        They were comprised of regular people, they were deeply God-oriented,
and they believed in the resurrection. 
        Pharisees were also famous for their pride and self-righteous outward
religion. Most Pharisees engaged in personal businesses in addition to their
religious obligations, and they were mostly financially independent.
       Popular Pharisees in the Bible included Gamaliel, Nicodemus, perhaps
Joseph of Arimathea, Simon the Leper, and as well, Paul the Apostle.
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     The entire Jewish aristocracy, together with their underdogs, all stood
against Jesus on that day! These people all came with their tough questions.

 

FROM THE HERODIANS

     The Herodians took the first shot. They were not playing at all. They
wanted to know if Jesus was opposed to the government. They hoped Jesus
would trip, and they could legally arrest Him immediately for insurgency.
However, Jesus caught them in their game, and “they fell silent” (Luke 20v26).
        Their question was simple: 

“So, tell us what You think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?
 Should we pay them or not?” (Matthew 22v17; Mark 12v14; Luke 20v22).

        Jesus showed them the money, and the picture of the Emperor inscribed
on the money, obviously with the coat of arms.
        “This is the government. Give them their dues!” Jesus informed them. 
        Give unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and unto God what is God’s!
        Romans 13v1 admonished: 

“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities.”
        It is obvious that the relationship between people and government is a
complex one, however, the Bible teaches a respect for authority.
        It is interesting that the people expected Jesus to take a stance against
government and taxes, but one thing they seemed not to understand was that
Jesus was a friend to many tax collectors. 
        Levi (also called Matthew) was one His disciple. Jesus actually went to the
tax office, and He called Levi from his tax booth to follow Him! Luke 5v27.
 

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART I. 
FINAL DISCOURSE (III):

THE TOUGH QUESTIONS II



        Zacchaeus was another friend of Jesus who was a tax collector. 
       Zacchaeus was the man who promised to repay four times to anybody he
ever defrauded – an indicator that he probably did not defraud too many
people if ever he defrauded anyone. Luke 19 v1-10.
       Furthermore, one would expect that apart from the omniscience nature
of His Man-God personality, Jesus would have learnt a thing or two from
befriending people who worked for the government.
        The other aspect of Jesus’ response to the Herodians focused on giving to
God what was God’s. And the context was still money. 
        A long while ago, back at His home at Capernaum, Jesus was approached
by Temple tax collectors and asked to pay His due to the Temple. They asked
His friend Peter if Jesus paid Temple tax, and Peter did not have issues with
the response. He responded with an emphatic “Yes!” without having to beat
about the bush. (See Matthew 17v24-27).
        Jesus was in the habit of paying the compulsory donations expected from
all adults to maintain the Jerusalem Temple even though He lived far away
from the Temple, and even though He claimed to be the Son of God! Jesus
even went a step further – He made provision so that Peter could pay for
them both. Not to mention that He saved a fish from choking.

“Go to the sea, cast a hook, and take the first fish you catch. 
 When you open its mouth, you will find a four-drachma coin. 

 Take it and give it to them for you and Me.” Matthew 17v27
        If the money is God’s, give it to God.

 

FROM THE SADDUCEES

       The Herodians failed woefully in their attempt to disgrace Jesus, so they
left Him and went away.
        The Sadducees immediately came up with their arguments. 
        They did not believe in the supernatural, so, it made sense that when they
brought up their tough quiz, it had to do with heaven. This discourse may be
found in Matthew 22v23-33; Mark 12v18-27; Luke 20v27-38.
        The Law of Moses required that if a man died childless, the brother must
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marry the widow and the kids born in that relationship would legally belong
to the late brother and his widow. 
      The Sadducees gave the example of a man who married a lady, but the
man died childless, and all his six brothers married his wife to raise a kid for
him, but they all died in succession without having any kid with this lady,
and eventually the lady too died. 
         So, they asked Jesus, 

“So then, in the resurrection, whose wife will she be? 
For all seven were married to her.” Luke 20v33.

   They tried to use the question to discredit the whole doctrine of
resurrection. 
       First, that law was dangerous and demeaning! A crazy law where a woman
could be passed around brothers because she was the baby churning machine. 
         Sadly, it was real. 
         A vivid example could be seen in the family of Judah in Genesis 38, where
his daughter-in-law Tamar was passed from his first son Er to his second son
Oman, both of whom died and she still did not have a child; and then she was
kept as a widow until the last son Shelah became old enough to marry her,
but she was short-changed as she was not even allowed anywhere close to the
young man Shelah! 
         The interesting thing was that they were not ready for the response Jesus
gave them. And even today, I believe most people are still not ready for Jesus’
response: 
         Marriage is only for mortals. There is no marriage in the hereafter! 
         Nobody is going to claim husband or wife in heaven, it all ends here!
      Secondly, Jesus emphatically upheld the doctrine of resurrection; Jesus
told them that there indeed was resurrection, no doubts about that!
       Thirdly, Jesus  confirmed to  them  that not everybody would partake of
that resurrection. But those who do will put on immortality, and that: 

“since they are sons of the resurrection, they are sons of God.” 
Luke 20v36.

         He further went ahead to say that God was the God of the Living. 
“He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to Him 

all (the Patriarch) are alive.” Luke 20v38.
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       Jesus was not just churning out gibberish; He knew what He was saying.
Several years later, His best friend John would see a Revelation of the end of
the age, a Revelation of God.
       John confirmed every detail of these words of Jesus, documenting them
in the Book called the Revelation of Jesus Christ.
________
(Resources: “The Revelation: Understanding the Book of Revelation”, Book 3 in “My
Book of Prophecies” series.)

FROM THE SCRIBES & PHARISEES

       The Scribes who had all along been listening commended Jesus for His
response to the Sadducees. “Teacher, you have spoken well”, they said. But
Jesus was not impressed.
       Shortly afterwards, an expert of the religious law, a Scribe, (he may as
well be a Pharisee, or somewhere in between) brought up his question on
what commandment Jesus thought was the greatest Law.
         Jesus did not mince word: LOVE.
         Love for God and love for people. 
         This discourse was documented in Matthew 22v35-40; Mark 12v28-34.
         Jesus declared, 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. 

And the second is like it: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. 

(Matthew 22v37-40)
      With these, the gentleman praised Jesus for His unique wisdom, and
Jesus returned the favour by praising him for his genuineness. 
        This is interesting because, even though Jesus was still on the hot seat
and being criticised, He recognised those individuals who had opened their
hearts to the truth. 
         That Scribe was one of such!
         With all the groups silenced, there were no more questions for Him. 
         But Jesus was not done with them.
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   With no further questions for Him, Jesus went into a full-blown
monologue. He was not with the Establishment; He still had a few words to
say, literally His last words to them.
       First, He went ahead to unmask what I called His “Messiahness”; it was a
moment of strength and weakness, and absolutely an overwhelming one for
Him. His outbursts were those of woes and lamentation, as we shall see
shortly.
        And thereafter, He was done!

UNMASKING HIS MESSIAHNESS!

    The Religious Establishment came to Jesus on this incredibly special
Tuesday, as Jesus taught in the courts of the Temple at Jerusalem, and the
crowd listened to Him.
       The Chief Priests and Elders challenged His authority, and He had spent
the entire time tackling the quizzes and questions posed to Him by the
different sects within the Establishment.
       His earthly ministry was over, Jesus was sure of that, it was time to move
on. The final week however offered Him the rare opportunity to crown His
ministry in a grand style, and Jesus was making the most of it. 
       For Jesus, the goal was not to cause trouble although arguably, He did a
lot of that. However, His goal was to speak to them about the Kingdom. 
        The Kingdom of Heaven.
        And the new way of life He came to establish.
    The different groups were done asking their questions, and Jesus had
effectively silenced them all. 
 

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART I. 
FINAL DISCOURSE (IV): 
WOES & LAMENTATION



     And although most of them  who could tolerate Him were still there
looking at Him, and those that could not stand Him had barged out of the
area to conspire against Him, Jesus remained unperturbed.
       Jesus tackled the opposition, but He remained relentless. He decided to
pursue one final discourse with the Religious Establishment of His time. 
         He removed His mask and revealed His identity. 
         His Messiahness.
        Jesus was still revelling in the information He just gave to the Sadducees
about God:

God is the God of the Living,  the One who says, 
 “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

     Tightening His grip on the Pharisees, the Scribes, and the experts of
religious Law, Jesus asked 

“What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?” 
Matthew 22v42.

          They believed that the Messiah, the Christ, was the son of David.
     Taking them through the scriptures, Jesus revealed to them that the
Messiah, The Christ, – He – was superior to David! 
         (See Matthew 22v41-46; Mark 12v35-37; Luke 20:41-44)
       That Young Man was pushing the boundaries, as if He had not done so
already! 
         The people – the pilgrim, worshippers, and the tourists – still listened to
Him with delight; however, every other person had had enough, the religious
leaders that is. 
         They knew Jesus was not crazy, and they believed He was a troublemaker
who needed to be silenced.
         Permanently.
         The Bible recorded that after this discourse, no one dared to chat to Him
or ask Him any question any further.

Matthew 22v 46: No one was able to answer a word, 
and from that day on no one dared to question Him any further.

Mark 12v34: And no one dared to question Him any further.
Luke 20v40: And they did not dare to question Him any further.
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     The Religious Establishment left Jesus to His own devices, while they
gathered and plotted and conspired vigorously behind closed doors. 
         Jesus had reached the end of the line. 
         He declared to them that He was the Messiah one last time.
         And that was the end of the Public Ministry of Jesus.
      The next public appearances of Jesus and the next questions happened
only after He had been arrested.

WOES TO THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES

         An angry Jesus called out the Scribes and Pharisees in the presence of the
people, and He declared woes unto them; He also warned the people against
them (Matthew 23v1-36; Mark 12v37-40; Luke 20v45-47).
         Why was Jesus so angry, and so against these two groups of people? 
         It was because of their hypocrisy.
         The Scribes and the Pharisees were outwardly religious, but deep within,
they were sick and twisted souls. The Sadducees were hopeless anyway.
      Jesus called them out for misleading the people, He called them blind
guides of the blind; He said they shut the kingdom of heaven in men’s faces –
they themselves did not enter, but they would not let in those who wished to
enter. And they dishonoured God by their manmade doctrines.
        The Pharisees and Scribes were “closer to the people”, the people trusted
them, but they were also the obstructionists, hindering people from entering
the Kingdom!
       And their judgement was greater because they were the teachers of the
Law. They should know better!

 Jesus once challenged Nicodemus who himself was a Pharisee: 
“You are Israel’s teacher, and you do not understand these things?” 

John3v10.
~

         Many years later, Jesus’ half-brother James would later write:
“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, because you know that 

we who teach will be judged more strictly.” James 3v1-2.
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TUESDAY: PART I. THE LAMENTATION
  
    Jesus eventually began to let go of the anger, the fervour, and the
desperation, and the fire in his bone. In their place, pain and sadness settled
on His shoulder. 
         He seemed to be going through all the processes of grief in one setting!
         He let out a lamentation. 
        Tuesday had been a long difficult day for Jesus. But guess what? His day
was just starting!  Phew!

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those sent to her, 
 how often I have longed to gather your children together, 

 as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were unwilling!
 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 

 For I tell you that you will not see Me again until you say, 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

Matthew 23v37-39.
      It is almost unthinkable for a lot of people to think about the feminine
nature of God, but the Bible is filled with passages where God is described in
feminine terms. And it is almost laughable to think of Jesus as a Mother Hen,
but here, in His moment of desperation and lamentation, He said it.  
         He was the big Mother Hen. He wanted to protect  His people under the
wings – but they were not ready to cooperate.
       His  sorrow over  Jerusalem was not because they did not abandon their
old religion to follow Him, but because He knew the desolation that was
coming to happen to them soon afterwards. 
         Jesus emphatically told them they would not see Him again. 
         His ministry was complete. Over. 
         They – the people – would not see Him preach or perform miracles or do
any of the other things again. That curtain had been drawn. Only to reopen
when they said, “‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”
         Well, wait! Didn’t they say that already two days ago – at the Triumphant
Entry into Jerusalem?
________
Resources: “The Revelation: Understanding the Book of Revelation”
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        The party was over; it was fun while it lasted, and it was time for Jesus to
leave His beloved Temple one last time.

THE GLORY DEPARTS
 

     Jesus made His final appearance at the Temple and did the proverbial
bowing out. 
       The end of His public ministry had come, and He had made the most of it.
He had boldly tackled the religious establishment of His days, tackling them
one by one. He had pushed the boundaries – to the very limits and had
stepped on their every toe.
       It was not all doom and gloom, because He had also made more followers,
and used His platform at the Temple courts to teach a heterogeneous mix of
people who had deep hunger and thirst for God.
      However, by the end of that Tuesday day, Jesus had grown emotionally
exhausted and He broke down in tears and lamentation, literally weeping
over Jerusalem for the second time in two days.
     He seemed to be reflecting on that covenant relationship that existed
between God and His people:
       God made a covenant with Abraham, and Isaac and their son Israel. He
gave them the Laws and the Prophets. However, in the generations that
followed, the people abandoned God and did things their own ways.
       They had the Temple, no doubts, a ginormous and majestic Temple, but
one that was devoid of the Presence and the Glory of God. 
        As a Baby, Jesus’ parents brought Him into that same Temple to present
Him to God. There they had met two amazing Spirit-filled people: 

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART II. 
THE GLORY DEPARTS



         A man named Simon, and a prophetess named Anna.
         Simon held Baby Jesus and prophesied:

He said: “For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 
 which You have prepared in the sight of all people, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
 and for glory to Your people Israel.” 

Luke 2v30-32.
         John also wrote of Him in his book:

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 
 We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son from the Father, 

 full of grace and truth.” 
John 1v14.

     We read earlier, about the vision of Ezekiel when the people were in
Babylonian captivity, how the Glory of God left the Temple and the city.

  And never came back! 
“And the glory of the LORD rose up from within the city 

 and stood over the mountain east of the city.” 
Ezekiel 11v23.

         And when the people of Israel (the Southern Kingdom of Judah) returned
from the Babylonian captivity, Haggai prophesied about Glory coming back
into the Temple in a much bigger dimension. 
         He wrote:

“This is what the LORD of Host says… I will fill this house with glory… 
The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former, 

says the LORD of Hosts.” 
Haggai 2v7&9.

         Jesus was the Glory of God and the Glory within the Temple.
       As His ministry was over, the Glory was once again departing from the
Temple, just like He did many centuries ago. 
         And He was not coming back. 
         Ever!
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 A QUICK STOP

        In what seemed like a slow-motion of events, Jesus took His final journey
out of the Temple. 
        He made a quick stop at the place known as the courts of the women –
which was the farthest place women could reach within the Temple. 
        In the Old Testament laws and practice, which were still being practised
by the time of Jesus, when it came to public worship, there was segregation.
Men and women did not mix. 
    The Temple was constructed such that the massive outer area was
accessible to anybody, but foreigners could not get beyond a place. 
       As you move inwards, you would get to the courts of women, as further
inwardly, the courts were restricted to males only – from young boys of
about ten years to full-grown adult males. 
      And as you go further inwards, you would reach the place reserved for
only the Levites and the Priests, and then those areas for the Priests on duty. 
       And finally, you would arrive at the place that could only be accessed by
the High Priests.
      At all these locations, with the exceptions of the areas reserved for the
Priesthood, there were treasury pillars where people could stop by to drop
their donations.
         Jesus sat and watched as people made donations. 
         He watched the rich as they put their gifts into the treasury – out of their
surplus. And then He spotted the poor widow who gave little, but that little
was all she had to live on.
         Jesus commended her (Mark 12v41-44; Luke 21v1-4).
     Church giving is often a complicated issue to discuss, but one that is
necessary because the monies and the gifts donated are needed to provide for
the smooth running of the religious organisation. 
       However, whether it is okay to give all that someone has to live on, like
the poor widow did, or not, remains an issue subject to controversy.
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LEAVING THE TEMPLE GROUNDS

         Jesus and His disciples continued to exit the Temple. 
       It was time to return to Bethany, and to perhaps spend some refreshing
moments on the Mount of Olives before the darkness engulfed them.
        However, as Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds, some of his disciples
began talking about the majestic stonework of the Temple, the grandiosity of
the architectural design, the memorial decorations on the walls, and the
consecrated gifts it held. 
       The Jerusalem Temple was not just a single building of worship; it was a
massive complex of ginormous edifices. However, since Jesus and His
Disciples lived in faraway Capernaum, they did not always get to see the
Temple complex or to admire it. 
         Jesus’ Disciples pointed out to Him the various Temple buildings. 
        Without hesitation and without mincing words, Jesus immediately made
predictions of the destruction of their beloved Temple.
         See details in Matthew 24:1-2; Mark 13:1-2; Luke 21:5-9.

“Teacher! Look at the magnificent stones and buildings!” they told Him.
 And Jesus responded “Do you see all these great buildings? 

Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 
Matthew 24v2; Mark 13v2.

 
        In my Book “The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of The End Times”,
I dwelt elaborately on how implausible these prophecies would have been at
the time Jesus was making them. The stones were strong and massive, the
buildings were extraordinary. 
         It would be almost impossible for anyone to break such edifices down.
    However, in AD 70, barely forty years from when Jesus uttered that
prophecy, and whilst most of His original audience – His Disciples, were still
alive, IT HAPPENED!
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The following are excerpts from the book:
The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of The End Times.

~
    “While the Temple ‘accidentally’ or rather inevitably caught fire, the attacking
Roman soldiers plundered it. 
      The Temple itself was also the treasury of the Jewish nation. Thus, the resultant
effect was that the stones of the Temple, massive as they were, were completely torn
down, such that not one stone was left upon another.
       It is believed that as the Temple burned, large quantities of silver and gold, which
had been placed there for safekeeping, began to melt, and ran down between the rocks
and into the cracks of the stones that formed the Temple and the Wall around it. 
      The Roman soldiers then, in an effort to retrieve these gold and silver, pried apart
these massive stones. Thus, quite literally, not one stone was left standing upon
another. And thus, literally fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy.”
     Today, the Temple at Jerusalem no longer exists, leaving behind only a
Wall! 
        See more excerpts:
         “The Temple Mount which was the home of the Second Temple structures in the old
Jerusalem is now the current site of the Dome of the Rock – an Islamic shrine, and the
Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
        The main remnant of the Second Temple is the outer Western Wall of the Second
Temple courtyard, where people flock from all over the world to pray. It is also known
as the Wailing Wall, the Kotel, or the Western Wall.”

________
Resources: “The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of The End Times.”
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      Jesus released the prophecy of the destruction of the Temple just as He
and His disciple walked out of the Temple. 
        The Glory had departed one final time, it was only a matter of time before
the structure itself collapsed, according to the prophecies of Jesus.
       Jesus and His disciples were back on their five-kilometre journey back to
Bethany. They climbed the Mount of Olives, Bethany being a small town on
its slopes.
       On the Mouth of Olives, Jesus and His disciples sat and faced westerly to
look at the Temple Mount which was directly opposite to them.

THE PROPHECIES OF THE END TIMES

        On the Mount of Olive, late in the afternoon that Tuesday, Jesus went full
swing into a prophetic mode, and He began to speak to His Disciples about
the events that would take place in the future.
        At the End Times!
        His original audience was His Disciples who were right there with Him.

Matthew 24v3: 
“While Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, 

 the disciples came to Him privately. 
“Tell us,” they said, “when will these things happen, 

and what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?””
 

     On careful observation, we would realise they were asking Jesus three
distinct questions:

DAY 3. TUESDAY: PART III. 
THE OLIVET DISCOURSE



 1. When will these things be? 
      What ‘things’ were the Disciples referring to? Of course, they wanted to
know when the Temple would be destroyed such that one stone would not
stand on the other!

2. What will be the signs of Your coming?
3. And what will be the signs of the end of the age?

       These questions are not adequately addressed in this book because they
extend beyond the scope of this book. 
    I did focus on these questions in  my book “titled: “The Touchdown:
Understanding the Prophecies of The End Times”.
        It is important to note that the writers of the Gospel focused on different
components of these three questions. For example, the perspectives and
interpretations of Matthew were different from those of Luke.
       Matthew was Jewish, and his audience was also Jewish. That meant he
adored the Temple, and he was not a fan of the destruction of the Holy City
Jerusalem or the Temple. For these reasons, as he wrote the book, he
carefully and completely skipped the first of these three questions, and he
focused on the other two.
        Luke, on the other hand, focused primarily on the first question, that is,
the destruction of the Temple and the Holy City Jerusalem!
      So, when we read the writings of Matthew in Matthew chapter 24 and
those of Luke in Luke chapter 21, we must read them with the understanding
that the “end” they were referring to were completely different contexts! 
         Luke was referring to the imminent destruction of Jerusalem as they knew it,
while Matthew (and Mark) was referring to the end of the age!
       In both instances, Jesus gave them insights and signs that could not be
missed, that if they could read in-between the lines, they would not perish.
         Consider the following examples:
         In Luke 21v20-21, Jesus gave them an important sign:

“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, 
 you will know that her desolation is near. 

 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, 
let those in the city get out, 

 and let those in the country stay out of the city.”
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The golden lampstand, or the menorah (seven-lamp six branches solid
gold). It must be kept burning continually, giving light to the Holy Place. 
The table for the bread of presence (or the table of showbread). It
contained freshly baked bread, and only the priests were allowed to eat of
it as it was sacred. 
The altar of incense which was a miniature pillar of fire. Special incense
was to be burned each morning and evening as an offering to the Lord.

        Jesus emphatically mentioned an army surrounding Jerusalem. That was
a sign that could not be missed! And the warning was that once they noticed
that sign, they must get away from the city, run as far as they could, and
never come back. Because that would be the time when Jerusalem would be
destroyed to the ground. 
         Levelled.
         That was exactly what happened.
        In Matthew 24v15, Jesus gave another sign – this time, for the end of the
age.

“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination of desolation,’ 
described by the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand), 

then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains…” 
See Matthew 24v18-18; Mark 13v14-23.

      As the end of the age approached, a Man of Lawlessness would arise. The
Beast. The ‘abomination of desolation’. This man would stand in the Holy
Place within the Temple. 

The Holy Place was a sacred part of the Temple. 
In the Holy Place, there were three articles of furniture. 

1.

2.

3.

      Every Jew understood that such action by the Man of Lawlessness was
unacceptable, disrespectful and abominable – only the Priests sanctified for
the specific duty could access the Holy Place. But that man would do just that! 
         That was a sign that could not be missed.
       In these prophecies, Jesus subtly predicted that  the third Temple would
be built. That same spot. And that this man – the abomination of desolation
– would stand within its Holy Place. 
         It has not happened. Yet. But the advice still stands: 
         When that happens, run!
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JESUS IS COMING BACK

 
       Right there, on the Mount of Olives, Jesus had this intense conversation
with His disciples – about the end time, both near and far away. 
         Jesus assured them, that at the end of it all, He would come back again! 
         Jesus is coming again, He is coming, and He shall reign!
        After the period of Tribulation, He would be back. This time, not as little 
 weak baby, but as a conquering King, in all His Glory and splendour 
         See Matthew 24v30; Mark 13v26; Luke 21v27.
      John later saw the Revelation and confirmed the return of Jesus as the
conquering King, in the company of His Bride in Revelation 19v11-16.
        He would return – The Rider of the white horse, the One whose name is

called:  “Faithful and True”... “The Word of God”... “King of kings and Lord of lords”! 
 (See Revelation 19v11,13&16 for the events around these names)

         And at His return, He would rule them with an iron sceptre! 
         For a thousand years, He would rule, and everybody would listen.  
       And at that time, the “biggest troublemakers” would be locked up – the
Beast and his False Prophet would be thrown in the Lake of Fire, while Satan
would be abandoned in the bottomless pit. 
         Again, this is beyond the scope of this book, however, they are addressed
in details in my book “The Revelation: Understanding the Book of Revelation”.

 Jesus told His disciples on that day: 
“Heaven and earth will pass away,  but My words will never pass away.” 

(Matthew 24v35, Mark 13v31; Luke 21v33). 
       And when John saw the revelation, he saw that indeed, at the last Great
White Throne Judgement, heaven and earth did pass away; they fled from
God’s Presence, according to the words of Jesus!

Revelation 20v11: 
“Then I saw a great white throne and the One seated on it. 

Earth and heaven fled from His presence, and no place was found for them.”
         It is comforting and sobering at the same time.
         The advice and recommendation that Jesus gave them were quite simple: 
         Be Prepared! So, always keep watch!
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         After an intense discussion and the prophetic utterances, Jesus switched
back to “parable mode”. 
        It appeared that Matthew was the only author who truly appreciated and
captured the relevance of these parables. 
        Well, it made sense that Matthew cared about the Parables of the coming
Kingdom, because, being Jewish, he could understand the importance of the
Kingdom of Heaven, and he knew how much his Jewish audience would cherish
such information.

PARABLE 1: THE WEDDING BANQUET 

(MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB)

      We read earlier in this book, in the ‘Tuesday: The Parables’ above, that in
Matthew 22v1-14, Jesus told a parable about the Kingdom of Heaven.
        In the parable, Jesus spoke about a King who held a wedding banquet for
His Son. And I mentioned that Jesus was not being metaphoric, but He was
talking about what would happen at the end of the age.
       And as we continue to explore the scriptures further, we realise that in
Revelation chapter 19, that there was indeed a Marriage Supper. 

     Several scripture passages also confirmed to us that the Bride in that
marriage was the Church.

Revelation 19v7-8: 
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him the glory. 

For the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. 
She was given clothing of fine linen, bright and pure.

For the fine linen she wears is the righteous acts of the saints.”

DAY 3. TUESDAY: ADDENDUM.
THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM



         It is awe-inspiring to see the parallels, the similarities between these two
passages; that is, between the wedding banquet parable of Matthew chapter
22, and marriage of the Lamb in Revelation chapter 19. 
      Both passages also specifically confirmed that there were guests at the
wedding.
       Matthew confirmed that the original guests were unworthy, hostile, and
murderous, such that a completely new batch of guests was invited to attend
the wedding...
         While Revelation went steps further:

Revelations 19v9
 “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”

~
         Opinions have varied as to what might be the identities of these guests. 
      Some believed they were people from the Old Testament, Prophets and
Priests, some even claimed that they were the disciples of Jesus, and so forth. 
         However, one thing is clear: The Wedding Guests were NOT the Bride!    
         The Guests were not the Church!
         It is equally important to understand that this event is yet to take place!

PARABLE 2: PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS

 
       Jesus used another wedding to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. And to
illustrate the concept of preparedness. 
         It appeared Jesus was talking about the same wedding.
         His wedding.
      There was a Bridegroom, and ten virgins were waiting for Him so that
they could be part of the wedding. 
         It appeared these ten virgins were part of the “guests”.
         His guests. 
         They were not the Bride. The Church remained the Bride of Christ.
         However, half of these virgins were wise, half were unwise. 
      The wise made extra efforts to be ready for Him whenever He arrived,
while the other half could not care less. He delayed His coming and they all
slept off. 
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       However, when the announcement of His arrival came, those who were
ready joined Him at the wedding supper, at the wedding banquet.

Matthew 25v10:  “Those who were ready 
went in with him to the wedding banquet, and the door was shut.”

~
       The unprepared were shut out, just like the wedding guest who did not
wear the wedding attire – the man who was banished to the ‘outer darkness’.

PARABLE 3: PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

 
         Jesus was still talking about the Kingdom of Heaven – His Kingdom. 
      The weddings were over, and the Kingdom had begun. Remember, as
noted earlier, this was the Millennial Reign of Christ.
    In Matthew 25v14-30, Jesus told the parable of a Man entrusted His
servants these massive amounts of money – talents – and He expected them
to profit with it while He travelled on a journey. 
         First, talent is not a coin, neither is it a piece of a scrap sheet of currency. 
         A talent is a massive amount – amounting to about a workman’s twenty-
year wages!
         In a recent calculation, a talent – which is usually considered as a weight
in gold – is approximately 33 kilograms of gold. In 2021, a kilogram of gold
stands somewhere around $60,000; thus, a talent, in today’s worth, will be
about two million US dollars.
         Luke expanded the story in Luke 19v11-29. 
      He explained that the King was out there gaining territories and ruling
with an iron sceptre. Some of His servants profited with the talents, where
the complacent one hid his talents and did not profit with it.
        When this Conquering King returned, He demanded accountability and
promoted the faithful servant. But the complacent servant returned the exact
talent he was given, and he still dared to blame the Master.

“Master, I knew that you are a hard man, 
 reaping where you have not sown 

and gathering where you have not scattered seed.”
Matthew 25v24.
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        The Master, apparently Jesus, did not dispute the charge. He was ruling
with a sceptre of iron, he was a hard man! But the excuse of the lazy servant
did not help him at all.
        His talent was taken from him, and in the same breath, he was banished
to the outer darkness!
         Again, here we have another unanswered question. 
        Just like the Wedding Guests were NOT the Bride, the Servants too were
NOT the Bride. So, who were the servants Jesus was referring to here?

ONE MORE PARABLE: 

THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS
 

        This parable was a bit more direct, in which Jesus was still driving home
the very same point – about His Millennial Kingdom.
         In this parable, there was a court in session, presided over by the “Son of
Man”, Jesus Himself.

Matthew 25v31-32: 
 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, 

 He will sit on His glorious throne.”
And all the nations will gather at His Presence, 

and He will separate the people,
 as a Shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.

~
      In this court which would occur immediately after His second coming,
this ‘Son of Man’ would be sitting on thrones, to judge the ‘nations’! 
         The description and the timing of this event was further elaborated on in
my book: “The Interface: Understanding the Book of Daniel”, the first of “My Book
of Prophecies” series.
        It is important to note, like I mentioned in the previous parables, that in
this parable, Jesus was NOT judging His Bride the Church. Rather, He was
judging the nations. He would be dividing the nations into right and left, like
sheep and goat: sheep on the right and goats on the left.
      Their fate would be based on one standard: How did they treat His own
Brothers? 
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 It is believed that Jesus here was referring to His Jewish brothers. 
         It is equally important to note that by the Second Coming of Jesus as the
Conquering King in the Millennial Reign, a lot had happened: there had been
countless global plagues and disasters, the rise of the Antichrist, the Great
Tribulation wherein the Jewish nation were the most badly hit; Babylon too
had fallen, causing an even more extreme global economic situation.
         Furthermore, there had been the Battle of Armageddon, and the Man of
Lawlessness (the Beast) and his False Prophet had been thrown in the lake of
fire. And Satan had been locked up.
        Amid of all these extremes, the nations would be judged based on their
position and their attitudes to the brothers and kinsmen on Jesus. That was
the point Jesus was putting across with this “goat and sheep” parable.
       The righteous nations would be labelled righteous because they treated
His people well, and they would receive eternal life. 
         However, the nations that treated His people poorly would be damned. 
         Forever.

 And they (the goat nations) will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous (the sheep nations) into eternal life. 

Matthew 25v46.
         The glaring question now is: Who were the “Brothers” Jesus was referring
to in this passage? I believe I have mentioned it already.

INTERPRETATIONS AND REFLECTIONS

 
         One would wonder, what was Jesus getting at? 
       He had told His Disciples about His return someday in the future. And
that at His second coming, He would establish His rule, His Kingdom, which
we now understand to mean the thousand-year reign, or, using the popular
label, “the Millennial reign”.
        Jesus succinctly unveiled the events at the ‘end of the age’, that He would
return, and that at His return, there would be a lot of events, like a Kingdom,
a Conquering King, a Wedding Banquet, wedding guests, servants, talents,
court in session and judgement being handed, and so forth.
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      It becomes evident that all these events would be happening during the
Millennial reign!
        However, many of these events have also generated more questions than
answers, at least from my perspective.
        With all these clarifications came a lot of questions, some of which have
not been satisfactorily answered, although we may have an idea of what the
answers might be.
         For example: 
         Who were the Wedding Guests? 
         Who were the Servants who were entrusted with the Talents? 
         Who were the Nations? 
         Who were the Brothers?
         And where was this Outer Darkness where He kept banishing them to?
      While we may not have all the answers, we can safely say that none of
these categories referred to the Church, the Bride of Jesus. 
       I believe an approach to finding an answers is perhaps to think about the
population of the earth that survived the “final week” of the “Seventy Weeks
of Daniel” as still inhabiting the earth. (Read “The Interface: Understanding The
Book of Daniel for further insight). 
        This is because when the Millennial Reign of Christ is being established,
there would still be people living all over the nations of the earth, or simply
put, the “Earth Dwellers”.
       During this Millennial Reign, there would also be Christ and His Bride,
the Church coming back to inhabit the earth in their resurrected body.
        There would also be the people who were the righteous people who lived
before Christ, and those people who were righteous and who lived without
the knowledge of Christ, as Paul might have implied in his writings; those who
lived without the law would be judged without the law.

Romans 2v12 (parentheses mine)
All who sin apart from the law (i.e. Gentiles) will also perish apart from the law, 

and all who sin under the law (i.e. Jews) will be judged by the law. 
~

         And then, there is a big group in a class of its own – The Jews – both past
and present.
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        The Millennial Reign would a a melting pot for all categories of people, –
both past and present. 
        It promises to be a busy time, and a period of an active regime, just like
Isaiah wrote in his Messianic Prophecies in Isaiah 9v6-7:

For... unto us a son is given,
and the government will be upon His shoulders....

Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness
from that time and forevermore.
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        When Jesus was done with the prophecies relating to the end of the age,
He focused on His own end and predicted His death to His twelve disciples. 

 He even told them the specifics. 

JESUS CONFIRMED THE DAY OF HIS EXECUTION!

“You know that the Passover is two days away, 
and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”  Matthew 26v2

~
         Three revealing pieces of information:
1.     The Passover would begin in two days.
2.     In two days, he would be apprehended – arrested and handed over.
3.     And He would be condemned to death by crucifixion.
         Now, this is hectic.
         The life-and-death of Jesus was deeply premised on prophecies. However,
there was an important detail that was not mentioned in the prophecies –
and that was the specifics regarding the ‘kind of death’ he must die. 
        We only knew from prophecies that it would be a brutal death and that
He would be cut-off at a young age, at His prime.
     Essentially, it appeared that it was up to Jesus to decide ‘how’. And it
appeared that He chose crucifixion! We will get to this detail shortly.
        Earlier on in the week, Jesus said to the crowd who came to see Him and
honour Him at His Triumphant Entry: 

“Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
 it remains only a seed; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

John 12v24.

 
DAY 3. TUESDAY: ROUNDING UP



        Now, it was time for Him to be planted like the kernel of wheat, to fall to
the ground and die. 
        However, the idea of ‘falling to the ground’ deeply troubled Him, and He
was not afraid to express His vulnerability at that point of His life. 
         He was not looking forward to it, but it had to be done.
         He said with deep emotions:

“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? 
 No, it is for this purpose that I have come to this hour.” 

John 12v27.
        Of course, the whole idea troubled His disciples as well, but at that point
there was no point for argument. It was late already that evening, and they
could talk about it another time.

THE PASSOVER FESTIVAL

 
       Passover (Pesach) is a big festival that was of the greatest significance to
the Jewish nation. It begins on the fourteenth day of the month of Nissan and
is celebrated for eight days. (*some believe the Passover is on the fifteenth)
       It is one of the three “pilgrimage festivals” during which historically the
entire population of the kingdom of Judah made a pilgrimage to the Temple
in Jerusalem. The other two pilgrimage festivals are Sukkot – i.e., the Festival
of Booths, and Shavuot – i.e., Pentecost, celebrated fifty days after Passover.
         The Passover is celebrated in early Spring on the fourteenth of the month
of Nissan. This usually falls in early April, or sometimes late March. And the
festival itself is celebrated over the nest one week of unleavened bread.
        The sacrificial animal for Passover is however killed on the thirteenth of
Nissan, on the day before Passover, in the afternoon, at around 15h00. This is
usually on a Thursday, but may be a Wednesday, or sometimes a Friday. See
Exodus 12 v1-13 & Numbers 9v1-14. (*some authorities believe the Passover Lamb is
killed on fourteenth Nissan).
     Some Christians have linked Easter to Passover, as both celebrations
usually take place within the same week. Well, this makes sense, since Easter
also celebrates the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. However, Jesus was
crucified on the day of the Passover Festival, as we shall see shortly.
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Jesus said in Matthew 26v2: 
“You know that the Passover ‘begins’ in two days, 

 and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”

         The use of the term ‘begins’ made this statement of Jesus to sounds rather
ambiguous, considering that the Passover sacrifice is killed on the day before
the Passover day itself, but again, we shall get to it shortly.

 

TUESDAY FINALLY OVER
 

 After what seemed like forever, Tuesday was finally over. 
 As expected, Jesus spent the night again in Bethany. 
 Tomorrow is another day!
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         Wednesday was the proverbial calm before the storm. 
       It stood in the middle of that week – between the volatile past couple of
days and the violent next couple of days. 
         It is generally agreed that Jesus stayed back at Bethany on this day. 
         Two of the writers of the Gospel also thought Jesus had a house dinner at
Simon the Leper’s place on that day, and that He was anointed by the woman
on that Wednesday.
         However, the popular opinion is that Jesus took a well-deserved break on
the Wednesday of the Week of Passion.

THE FINAL PLOT TO KILL JESUS
 

“Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were two days away, 
 and the chief priests and scribes were looking for a covert way 

to arrest Jesus and kill Him.” Mark 14v1.
~

    The Chief Priests, Scribes and Elders assembled in the courtyard of
Caiaphas the High Priest. It was a high-power gathering, a convergence of
the Sanhedrin – which was the highest Jewish religious council. 
        The focus of that emergency meeting was what to do with Jesus, and the
conclusion was how they would arrest Jesus covertly and kill Him. 
        This was such a low and disturbing thing to do, particularly in the middle
of the holiest month of the year in their Jewish calendar, and especially under
the shroud of religion!
      This gripping story was captured in Matthew 26v1-5; Mark 14v1-2; Mark
22v1-2; John 11:47-53.

DAY 4. WEDNESDAY: 
CALM BEFORE THE STORM



     Their main concern however was themselves – how to preserve their
religious establishment from the threat that Jesus now represented.
         They said : 

“If we let Him go on like this, everyone will believe in Him, 
and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”

John 11v48.
~

         They looked up to their leader, the High Priest for direction.
     However, the High Priest, regardless of the level of corruption that he
represented, spoke that day under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
         He essentially recommended killing Jesus!
         The High Priest said to them at that council meeting: 

“You know nothing at all! You do not realise that it is better for you 
that one man dies for the people than that the whole nation perishes.”

John 11v49&50
~

         Now that the Big Boss had spoken, they all knew what to do. 
         Kill Him!
         A secret operation was the way to go, they decided.
         Only that there were two big problems:
         1.     The Passover Festival and the Feast of Unleavened Bread would
commence in two days, on Friday, and it would extend for the next eight
days! They could not afford to have this Young Man throwing His weight all
over the place like He had been doing; and 
         2.     They could not afford a riot during the Feast!

“But not during the feast, or there may be a riot among the people.”
Matthew 26v5.

         They would kill Him, but not during the Feast. 
        They could achieve this perhaps before or after their Holy ceremony, but
preferably before the Feast. Having decided this, it meant they had a tiny
window of opportunity to achieve their sinister goal!

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi

76



A BETRAYAL CONTRACT
 

       Judas Iscariot was a follower of Jesus, one of Jesus’ best friends, and the
man notorious for betraying Jesus. Jesus trusted this man Judas a great deal.
Judas carried the money box, and it was an open secret that he usually spent
from the charity/ministry/communal fund for his personal use. 
     Judas was an intelligent man, but he was also an opportunist; he was
probably the man in charge of charitable giving. He however did not care
about the poor; he was into charity only and exclusively because of what he
stood to benefit from such charitable activities.
         How relatable in today’s world!
    Recall that when Mary performed an act of extravagant worship by
crushing the alabaster jar of expensive ointment, Judas was one of her
biggest critics. 
      Judas was busy punching the numbers and he almost fainted, when he
considered such obscene waste of money.

“But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was going to betray Him, asked, 
 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold for three hundred denarii 

and the money given to the poor?”
 Judas did not say this because he cared about the poor, 

but because he was a thief.  
As keeper of the money bag, he used to take from what was put into it.” 

John 12v4-6.
(three hundred denarii is approximately $20,000 in 2021).

        His fellow disciples knew this, that he was living big on the money. And it
almost always triggered them. However, no matter how much they other
Eleven disapproved, Jesus would not take the bag from Judas!
        Jesus Iscariot was naturally treacherous, traitorous. Granted, he had his
good days, and he must have his good side too; at least, he performed his
Apostolic ministry with the remaining Eleven. 
         However, he didn’t seem to be able to help himself.
        So, on a Wednesday when everybody was relaxing, Judas Iscariot went to
see the Chief Priests and captains of the Temple guards to discuss ‘the best
way to betray Jesus to them’.
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         Anything for those beautiful pieces of silver!
         You know, they say money is neutral; it only takes on the characters of its
owner.

Matthew 16v14-15: “Then one of the Twelve, the one called Judas Iscariot, 
 went to the chief priests and asked, 

 “What are you willing to give me if I hand Him over to you?” 
 And they set out for him thirty pieces of silver.” 

(Also, in Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6).
         That fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy – when he said: 

“Then I told them, “If it seems right to you, give me my wages; 
but if not, keep them.” 

         So, they weighed out my wages, thirty pieces of silver.” Zechariah 11:12.
~

From that point, he began to look for the opportunity to betray Jesus.   
       Their instruction was specific – the betrayal and arrest must be a covert
operation; it thus became Judas’ responsibility to get Jesus arrested in the
absence of any crowd (Luke 22v6).
      There was the possibility that the Chief Priests invited Judas over for a
small chat, him being the weak link; it is always easy to spot the greedy one. 
         And it was also possible that he approached them on his own.
      Matthew and Mark in their writings agreed that the motivation for the
betrayal was money. However, Luke and John had other ideas.

Luke 22v3: “Then Satan entered Judas Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve.” 
John 13v2: “…The devil had already put into the heart of Judas, the son of Simon

Iscariot, to betray Jesus.”
~

        Luke and John believed that Satan entered Judas Iscariot and made him
betray his best Buddy in such a grand scale!
      Otherwise, what other explanation could one give for such outrageous
behaviour? Sure, it must be a demon that drove him  misbehave!
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         Thursday is just like Tuesday, but in reverse. More like a mirror image.
         The setting had changed, and the audience had changed significantly. So
was the ambience.
        Yes! Thursday finally arrived – the day when ‘everything’ would go down!
And it was truly a bitter-sweet experience.

“Then came the day of Unleavened Bread 
on which the Passover lamb was to be sacrificed.” 

Luke 22v1.
         The Passover was just one day away – on Friday.
     However, the Passover Lamb must be killed later in the afternoon on
Thursday and the Unleavened Bread must be eaten later that evening, as
families gathered around the tables to reflect on the great deliverance that
the Passover represented. 
        Essentially, the Thursday of the Passover was meant to be an evening of
sober reflections and meditation for the people.
       That Passover was particularly important to Jesus; He truly wanted that
evening to be a private event and a special one at that. 
      However, His preferences were interesting, plastering an excited smile
onto my face.
        In a surprising twist, while He wanted privacy, Jesus did not want a tiny
little bit of celebration. Rather, He wanted a big party, in a massive room –
the biggest one He could get. 
         He wanted one of those ‘reclining’ parties. 
       He also was not willing to go through the stress of killing any animal or
preparing any food, roasting meat, or whatever. 

He preferred a well-made room, furnished, and ready.

DAY 5. THURSDAY: PART I. 
THE UPPER ROOM



Who said Jesus was not choosy?
        So, when His disciples asked Him direct questions like, “Boss, shouldn’t
we be getting busy preparing something for the festival?”, Jesus told them He
had plans they did not know about!
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THURSDAY: PART I. SETTING THE SCENE

      They were all there in Bethany, enjoying the morning, when Jesus sent
two of His disciples – Peter and John to go into the city. 
          The Holy City. Jerusalem.

[Jesus] told them: 
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jug of water will meet you. 

 Follow him, and whichever house he enters, say to the owner, 
 ‘The Teacher asks: Where is My guest room, where I may eat the Passover with My

disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room, already furnished. 
 Make preparations there.” (Mark 14v13-15)

~
     The story of this party preparation is beautifully captured in Matthew
26v17-20; Mark 14v12-17; Luke 22v7-14.
       Jesus wanted an already furnished guestroom for the Passover, and He
sent two of His disciples to a house owner to give them his large upper room
– the penthouse – so that He and His disciples could observe the Passover at
his place.
      The house owner had no objections, especially when he heard that the
Rabbi was ‘dying’, as noted in Matthew 26v18. 

“My time has come.”
~

        However, that was not the main reason for the generous hospitality that
this house owner offered to Jesus and His disciples. 
       During big festivals like Passover, Jerusalem residents normally opened
their houses for guests coming to their town, especially the well-to-do
residents and the wealthy homeowners. 
      This man, the home owner, had a large penthouse ready for potential
guests who might approach him to observe Passover in his home. 

That was rather kind and generous.
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THURSDAY: PART I. AT THE PENTHOUSE

        The preparation went well; and Peter and John soon got the upper room,
(attic or penthouse) ready for the evening. 
         I imagine John doing all the hard work.
      That evening, Jesus and His disciples were having an exclusive dinner
party at the penthouse, ‘reclining’. And Jesus was eating with His disciples.
         Just like He had imagined it.

Matthew 26v20: “When evening came, Jesus was reclining with the twelve disciples.”
Mark 14v18: “When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 

And while they were reclining and eating…”
Luke 22v14: “When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with His apostles.”

 
         They did not have to work for it, but thanks to the generosity of the kind
house owner, they had a pleasant evening.
      However, before they all got carried away, Jesus brought them back to
focus on the reason for the evening. He told them how excited He was to be
spending the night with them and how sad He was because it was going to be
His last!
         He said to them, 

 “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before My suffering. 
For I tell you that I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 

 Luke 22v15-16.
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WASHING THE DISCIPLES’ FEET
 
      It is important to remember that before all that reclining started, Jesus
did something unique.
       Peter and John prepared the place for the dinner for them, and they had
all travelled back from Bethany to the city of Jerusalem, to the venue of their
private event. It was apparent that their feet would be dusty from the
journey.
       Having come as guests to a house, as part of Middle Eastern hospitality,
the servant by the door held the responsibility of washing the feet of the
houseguests so that they entered the house with clean feet.
        However, that night, that did not happen, and they did not get that guest
treatment. It might be from all the rush and the festivities, or perhaps the
homeowner had other guests and the servants were overwhelmed.
         Regardless of the reason, Jesus took up that responsibility. 
      It was not appropriate to be reclining on other people’s furniture, with
dirty feet! 
        More importantly, the gesture was to teach His disciples a lesson or two
on humility, especially considering that one of the arguments these guys
were having at dinner was which of them would be considered the greatest of
all times (Luke 22v24-30; John 13v1-20). 
         And that service was often born out of a sense of duty!

So, Jesus got up from the supper, laid aside His outer garments, 
and wrapped a towel around His waist. 

 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and dry them with the towel that was around Him. John 13v4-5.

 
         While the disciples reclined, and He washed their feet, Jesus asked them
an all important question : 

“For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? 
 Is it not the one who reclines? But I am among you as the One who serves.” 

Luke 22v27.
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 He told them that greatness was service. 
         He was their Leader; ideally, He should be sitting while they served, but
He was instead the one serving them. Thus, He showed them by example,
that indeed, within greatness, there was service. 

THE BETRAYAL/BETRAYER IDENTIFIED

         When you know too much, it comes with a burden. 

“After Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit and testified, 
“Truly, truly, I tell you, one of you will betray Me.”” John 13v21.

 
         Granted, it comes with some perks.
    For example, knowing the penthouse where you would be having a
luxurious dinner later in the evening with your followers while you were still
at your house in a neighbouring town. 
       However, such knowledge also comes with the pain of sitting at dinner
with a man who would kill you in the next couple of hours, and he is still
asking you if you think he is the one to sell you out!
     Everyone was shocked, obviously, that there could be a traitor among
them who would betray their Buddy and Rabbi Jesus to the authorities: 
       Jesus had been keeping a low profile for two days now, yet one of them
was planning to rat Him out. 
         That was disturbing.
    After a while, Jesus could not handle the secrecy any further, so He
identified Judas without mincing words.
         In no hidden terms, Jesus identified Judas as His potential betrayer. 
         They both dipped their hands in the same bowl to pick up the piece of the
unleavened bread, like it was a coincidence, but it was not. Jesus was faster,
so He took it, dipped it, and handed over the bread to Judas (John 13v26).
         It looked like a coincidence, but things are not always what they seem. 
        That supposed coincidence was the sign. Jesus had predicted it just a few
minutes earlier:
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“The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with Me will betray Me.” 
Matthew 26v23.

And then “[Jesus] told Judas, “What you are about to do, do quickly.””
John 13v28

     The other guys did not understand the reason behind the conversation
between Jesus and Judas. However, they knew Jesus trusted Judas, and that
Jesus and Judas often had discussions related to money, so they did not take
it seriously. They could not have suspected that Judas would be the Judas!

Since Judas kept the money bag, 
some thought that Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the feast, 

or to give something to the poor. 
John 13v29.

Judas Iscariot was however adamant. Unrepentant. 
He was not going to joke with thirty pieces of silver. 

        He got up and found his way out of their gathering. But not before Jesus
reached to him and sealed his fate! 

Jesus told him, 
“The Son of Man will go just as it is written about Him, 

 but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed! 
It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

(Matthew 26v24; Mark 14v21).
         Despite Jesus’ warning, Judas Iscariot slammed the door at His face. 
         And left! 
       Jesus stood there, the door slammed at His face, while the prophecy was
fulfilled: 

Even my close friend whom I trusted, 
the one who shared my bread, has lifted his heel against me! 

Psalm 41v9.
          It was even sadder because Jesus trusted Judas.
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       With the betrayer out of the way, it was time for Jesus to have that final
conversation with His remaining close circle of  friends and followers.
         The Eleven. Needless to say, it was intense.

The Lord’s Supper: THE RE-ENACTMENT

 
         Paul the Apostle wrote in 1Corinthians 11v23-26:

 
“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: 

that the Lord Jesus,  on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 

“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 In the same way, after supper He took the cup, saying, 

 “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; 
 do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”

~
        This is a popular passage of the scripture in which Paul re-enacted what
happened that night at the penthouse – between Jesus and His remaining
Eleven disciples. 
        The original event itself was recorded in Matthew 26v26-29; Mark 14v22-
25; Luke 22v15-20.
         Jesus established the Holy communion. 
        The Holy  Communion was Jesus’ last and final meal with His disciples.
And for Him, it was special despite the little Judas’ hiccup.

DAY 5. THURSDAY: PART II. 
THE UPPER ROOM: THE LAST SUPPER



         However, He was going to immortalise the meal, by asking His followers
to observe the event, not just yearly during the Passover, but regularly, and
routinely.
         Jesus broke the bread they were eating and gave it to them, saying:

“This is My body, given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
         He took the cup of wine and said: 

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you; 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”

         Amid all these, Jesus gave a glimpse into the future, again.
He said: “Truly I tell you; I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine 

 until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God.”
~

      This is an important truth, which also supports the prophecies He had
been giving them about a coming Kingdom. 
         A time will come when Jesus would come back to establish a Kingdom. 
         A Kingdom we now know as the Millennial Reign.
        In that Kingdom, Jesus said He would be able to physically drink the fruit
of the vine. However, until then, His followers must continue to remember
His death and what it signified, and they must do it every now and again.
         The Holy Communion was one of the few observances Jesus commanded
His followers to do, and it was the only thing He wanted His followers to do
in His remembrance.
      The Holy Communion Jesus established is not just about drinking wine,
fruit juice, sodas, flavoured water, or non-alcoholic wine. It is not about
eating the regular bread, chunk of cake, the flat unleavened bread, tofu or
other non-carb alternatives. It is not even about eating it privately at home or
with a group of other Believers.
       It is all about Jesus! It is all about meditating on His finished work and
what significance it holds to us.
        On the night He was betrayed, as they sat by the communion table at the
penthouse, Jesus asked His disciples, and by extension, us, to meditate and
ruminate on His sufferings. And to remember Him – He did not want to be
forgotten or be reduced to become a distant memory.

This we will continue to do!
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AT THE PENTHOUSE: A NEW COMMANDMENT

         Dinner was over, and the conversation was still tense. 
       The Eleven Disciples sat there, trying hard to wrap their minds around
the words of Jesus. Jesus was operating at a frequency that was too advanced
for them; and they were sad, broken and discouraged. 
         Jesus began to give them His final words. 
         Central to these was the Promise of the Holy Spirit. 
        John the Apostle focused his writings – the Gospel of John – on those final
words that Jesus spoke to them at the penthouse that Thursday evening. 

 As Jesus gave His goodbye, He instituted a new doctrine: 
The Holy Communion as we have seen. 
Then He instituted a new commandment: 
The commandment of Love.

Jesus said to them in John 13v33: 
“Little children, I am with you only a little while longer. 

 You will look for Me, and as I said to the Jews, so now I say to you: 
 “Where I am going, you cannot come.””

He however did not want them to bother about His exit.
They must rather focus on Love. He told them,

“A new commandment I give you: Love one another. 
 As I have loved you, so also you must love one another.” (John 13v34)

Love. 
Love one another. 
That was the new commandment. 
His final commandment.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi

89



90

         With Judas gone in his ways, Jesus shifted His focus on Simon Peter, one
of His closest friends and confidante. He could not afford to lose Peter too.

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat. 
But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith will not fail. 
 And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 

Luke 22v31-32.
~

       This is serious because the devil was not just focusing on Judas, but he
also planned to sift all of them, scatter them, but Jesus had been spending
time interceding for them.
       He would soon leave, but He wanted to be able to trust Simon Peter, to
act as a strong pillar, and empower the other brothers.
         His other disciples.
        Even then, Peter did not think he could ever turn his back at the Master.
He insisted that even if Jesus were arrested by the authorities, he would be
there for Him. He would go with Him to prison, even die with Him. 
         However, Jesus was not impressed. 
     Being omniscient has its own challenges. Jesus understood everything
would happen so quickly, and that He would be left alone.
         Abandoned.
         Even by His best friends and followers.
         Right there, He predicted the betrayal of Peter. (Matthew 26v30-35; Mark
14v26-31; Luke 22v31-34; John 13v36-38).
       While Peter would not hand Jesus over to the authorities like Judas did,
Peter would deny ever knowing Him. 

DAY 5. THURSDAY PART III: 
JESUS AND PETER



        By the time that the rooster crows next, which is usually very early in the
morning, just before daybreak, Jesus assured Peter that Peter would have
denied ever knowing Him for three times already!
         Jesus was not playing; this thing would go down at the speed of light!
       Simon Peter was not going to take any chances; he was not taking their
security lightly, especially following all the intense conversations they had
been having with Jesus.
        They told Him that they had two swords, most likely to be used for self-
defence. And Jesus replied, 

“That is enough” Luke 22:35-38.
         It was not like Jesus wanted His disciples to defend Him with the swords
whenever He got arrested, and it was not like any of them would be brave
enough to stand by Him in His season of trials anyway.

SIMON, PETER, OR SIMON-PETER?

 
         It is interesting to note that Jesus continued to refer to Peter as Simon.
         Well, for starters, Simon was his birth name. 
     He was born Simon (Simeon) Jonas, and in many places in all the four
Gospels, the Bible referred to him as Simon:
         At the beginning when Jesus found him, he was called Simon:

 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, 
 He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. 

 Matthew 4:18; Mark 1:16.
~

       Sometime later, when Jesus visited his home to heal his mother-in-law,
he was called Simon (Matthew 8v14-17; Mark 1v29-34; Luke 4v38-41). 
      When Peter correctly identified Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ, under the
inspiration of God at Caesarea Philippi, Jesus still called him Simon:

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 
Matthew 16v17.

~
         Even at the Table that night at the penthouse, Jesus called him Simon.
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     And after Jesus’ resurrection, by the beach of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus
continued to refer to him as Simon. John 21v15-17.
        So where did this “Peter’s story” come from?

Well, the answer is simple: Jesus started it.
     Before Peter and Andrew became the disciples of Jesus, Andrew was a
disciple of John the Baptist. One day, John the Baptist introduced Jesus to the
world as the Lamb of God, and Andrew took an instant liking. 
        He and a friend stalked Jesus and eventually, Jesus invited them to spend
the evening at His house. The following day, Andrew found his brother
Simon, brought him, and introduced him to Jesus.

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
was one of the two who heard John’s testimony and followed Jesus. 

He first found his brother Simon and told him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated as Christ). 

Andrew brought him to Jesus, who looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon son of John. 

You will be called Cephas” (which is translated as Peter). 
John 1v40-42.

~
         The moment Jesus saw Simon for the first time, He changed his name to
Caiaphas which was an Aramaic name, the Greek interpretation was Peter,
and it simply meant “a rock”. 
       Shortly after that, Jesus called them both, and the two brothers became
His disciples.
     One day, a few years later, they travelled far north into a place called
Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus asked whom His disciples thought He was. 
        Simon was the one who identified Jesus as the Christ. 
        And Jesus reiterated the fact that he was Peter, the Rock.

 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!  

 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 

Matthew 4v16-18.
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      However, Simon Peter was not ready, in every sense of it, to assume his
position and take up his responsibility as the rock. 
      And Jesus was not in a hurry to burden him with a responsibility he was
not ready to take on; until such a time, at Pentecost, when he had no choice
but to take his rightful place as Peter, the Rock.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi

93



94

   “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
You believe in God; believe in Me as well.” John 14v1.

~
      That Thursday night, following dinner at the penthouse, Jesus tried to
allay the fears of His disciples, answer their questions, and encourage them. 
         He went full throttle into the discourse of John chapter 14!
        He assures them that His coming was for a purpose, and His leaving was
for a mission. His disciples were confused, pained, and more shocked before
His death appeared to be sooner than later. 

John 14v5: Thomas asked, 
“Lord we do not know where You are going, so how can we know the way?” 

 John 14v8: Philip said to Him, 
“Lord, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” 

John 14v22:  Judas (not Iscariot) asked Him, 
“Lord, why are You going to reveal Yourself to us and not to the world?”

~
        Jesus graciously answered their questions, and cleared all confusion and
misinformation.

1.     He told them about the Father!
        Jesus had always told His disciples, and in fact anyone who cared enough
to listen, about the Father. 
        No other religion, past or present, ever talked about God in such a loving
and personal way as a ‘Father’, but Jesus assured them, that such Fatherly
connection with God was possible and did exists, that such relationship was
the Way He had brought to them, and that Father lived in Him.

DAY 5. THURSDAY PART IV. 
THE UPPER ROOM: SPED-UP TALKS
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[Jesus] said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

John 14v6. 
        Years later, before His followers became known as Christians, they were
called followers of the Way! (See Acts 9v2; 22v4; & 24v14).

2.     He would be back.
     Jesus promised them He would come back again for them, for us, His
followers. 

 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and welcome you into My presence, so that you also may be where I am.

John 14v2.
      He had told them about coming to establish His Millennial Kingdom in
His previous discourses, but this one was different. He would come back so
that His people, His Bride, His Church could be in fellowship with Him. Not
as servants, not as guests, not as subjects, but as His Bride.

3. He TAUGHT A NEW WAY TO PRAY 
He told them in John 14v14: 

“If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”
John 14v14.

     When Jesus taught them to pray at the beginning of His Ministry, He
taught them to acknowledge a relationship with the Father in their prayers, a
completely different concept from what they once were used to as per their
Jewish viewpoints.

So then, this is how you should pray: 
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.’ 

Matthew 6v9. 
(See also Luke 11v2).

        However, now, Jesus offered His Name – Jesus – as a connection to God
in their prayers. Thus, He revolutionised whatever His disciples ever knew
previously about prayer: Prayer in His Name!
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4.     Jesus introduced them to the Holy Spirit.
        Jesus said to them in John chapter 14: 

John 14v16-17: 
“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate 

to be with you forever  – the Spirit of truth… 
v18: I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you… 

v26: But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have told you.” 

(Full discussion John 14v15, 26). 
~

       Jesus introduced His disciples to the ministry of a Person known as the
Holy Spirit – the Spirit of Truth. He assured them that the Holy Spirit would
be their Advocate, and that Spirit would come back to them in a worthy
replacement of Jesus’ physical presence.

5. He ended by giving them His Peace.
         Jesus said to them:

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled; do not be afraid.” 
John 14v27.

         With His peace, Jesus rounded up these short conversations.

FROM JERUSALEM BACK TO MOUNT OF OLIVES

        When He was done with these words, Jesus told His Disciples that it was
time to leave the penthouse and return. 
         In John 14v31, He said,

“Get up! Let us go one from here.”
 And in Matthew 26v30.we read:

“And when they had sung a hymn,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.” 

         It was getting quite late. It was time to go back to the Mount of Olives. 
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         The night was eventually over. And so was their dinner. 
         However, the intense conversation continued. 
      It was time to face the darkness, both literally and figuratively. Before
they left the large upper room, Jesus and His disciple went into a little bit of
worship session. Some good, good hymns.
       It was already in the night, surely, that was not the time to be climbing
that mountain. Instead, they would stay in the valley, in the beautiful olive
garden known as Gethsemane.
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       As Thursday got darker and darker, Jesus moved closer to His moments
of arrest.
       In John 14:31, Jesus told His disciples it was time to leave the penthouse.
Or upper room. He announced, “Come, let’s be going.” 

THE FINAL WALK: THE AFTER PARTY

        Jesus and His disciples left the upper room and on the way to the garden
at Mount Olives. But the discussion did not end. 
       And as they walked on their way to the beautiful garden of Gethsemane
which was situated in the valley of the Mount Olivet, Jesus continued to give
them extremely important parting words. 
    These words were beautifully captured by His best friend John, and
recorded in chapters 15, 16 and 17 of the books of John.
        All the other three authors of the Gospels skipped the fine details of Jesus’
parting words to His disciples; they essentially jumped from the events of the
Lord’s Supper at the Upper Room straight to Gethsemane.
         But not John.
        The Gospel of John focused on the microdetails of the after party, and the
important words Jesus spoke to them. They meant so much to him.
         It is compelling to note that as Jesus and His disciples journeyed back to
Gethsemane Garden which was by the Mount of Olives, during that trip,
Jesus essentially repeated all He told His disciples in a hurry while they were
still up there at the penthouse! 

  He also made some other new statements as we shall examine shortly.
 

DAY 5. THURSDAY: PART V. 
THE FINAL WALK
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THE WORDS OF JESUS

 1.     The Vine, The Branches and The Gardener.
         He was the true vine, His Father was the keeper of the vineyard, tending
the garden, and pruning the vine, and making sure all was well, while His
followers were the branches.
         Jesus encouraged His disciples to abide in Him. That was the only way to
survive.

John 15v4-5: 
“Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. 

Just as no branch can bear fruit by itself unless it remains in the vine, 
neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me. 

I am the vine, and you are the branches. The one who remains in Me, 
and I in him, will bear much fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.”

 

2.     His unconditional Love.
         Jesus reminded His disciples of His unconditional love.
         The Father loved Him, and He loved His followers. 
        The relationship that Jesus came to establish was one driven by love. The
same love that had driven Him to give His life up for His friends. His
followers. And He reminded them of the new commandment – to love one
another.

3.     He touched on Persecution.
        Jesus assured His disciples of the cold and harsh realities of persecution.

Just like He was being persecuted for no reason. 
He told them in John 15: 

“If they persecuted Me, they would persecute you as well; 
if they kept My word, they would keep yours as well.” 

He went ahead to say:
“If the world hates you, understand that it hated Me first. 

If you were of the world, it would love you as its own.”
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4.     Prayer in His Name.
     Jesus mentioned again the need for His disciples to approach God in
prayers in His Name. And the assurance of answers to their prayers.
         He said to them: 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will remain – 

so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you.” John 15v16.
       However, He was not done, because he wanted them to understand the
importance of prayers in His name when they approached the Father. 
      After His execution, He would not be physically there to answer their
queries, but He gave them His name, like the blank cheque, for them to use
to their advantage.
         He went on to say:

“In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. 
Truly, truly, I tell you, whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you.

Until now you have not asked for anything in My name. 
Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.” John 16 v23-24.

5.     The Promise of the Holy Spirit.
      Jesus had introduced His disciple to an “Advocate” whom He called the
Holy Spirit, in John 14v15-26, but He couldn’t stress it enough: 
       Once He left the scene, The Holy Spirit would come, and they had to be
ready for Him. He knew they were sorrowful, but He didn’t want them to
miss the Person coming to take care of them, going forward.
         In John 16v5-16, He was back to the subject of “the Holy Spirit”. He said:  

“But I tell you the truth, it is for your benefit that I am going away. 
Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 

but if I go, I will send Him to you… 
I still have much to tell you, but you cannot yet bear to hear it. 

However, when the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth. 
For He will not speak on His own, but He will speak what He hears, 

and He will declare to you what is to come. 
He will glorify Me by taking from what is Mine and disclosing it to you.”
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6.     Grief to Joy
         Jesus knew they grieved, hurt, and persecuted. 
      However, He promised to turn their grief into joy! He said the process
they were going through at that point was like a woman in labour, in birth
pain, but the joy of the new life would soon eliminate the pain they were
currently experiencing. 

7.     Jesus interceded.
         As they approached the Gethsemane Garden, Jesus began to intercede.

i.         He prayed for Himself. John 17v1-5
“Father, the hour has come. 

Glorify Your Son, that Your Son may glorify You… 
I have glorified You on earth by accomplishing the work You gave Me to do. 

And now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence with the glory 
I had with You before the world existed.”

ii.         He prayed for His disciples. John 17v6-19.
He said: 

“I am not asking that You take them out of the world, 
but that You keep them from the evil one. 

They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth.”

iii.         He prayed for all believers. John 17v20-26.
        He started by extending His prayers to his direct disciples to every other
person who would believe in Him.

He said: 
“I am not asking on behalf of them alone, 

but also on behalf of those who will believe in Me through their message,
 that all of them may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I am in You…. 

Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where I am, 
that they may see the glory You gave Me 

because You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”
~
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ARRIVAL AT GETHSEMANE
        

“Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed Him.” 
Luke 22v39

When Jesus had spoken these words, 
He went out with His disciples across the Kidron Valley, where they entered a garden. 

John 18v1.
           The garden named Gethsemane. 
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        We begin to follow this “Long Walk to Calvary” on an hour-to-hour basis
going forward, because things were about to get even more intense.
      After an extremely difficult week that felt like forever, Jesus was finally
done with His earthly ministry: He was done with the people, with the
crowd, and as well, with the Religious Establishment.
         And sadly, His earthly time with His disciples was also over!
       It had been a long walk so far, but Jesus had not reached the end of the
line! Calvary was still ahead, and Jesus would not stop until He arrived at that
destination.
      After spending the night at the penthouse in Jerusalem, Jesus and His
disciples took one final walk back to Bethany. 
      However, they did not go into the town; they stopped at the Mount of
Olives. They did not climb the Olive Mountain either. Rather, Jesus and His
Disciples waited by the slopes, by the beautiful Garden of Gethsemane. 

THURSDAY 11:30 pm – FRIDAY 1:00 am

Jesus waits for his arrest.
Garden of Gethsemane  (AD 33;13 Nisan/April 2)

      Late on Thursday night, believed to be at around midnight, after an
exceedingly long day, Jesus and His Disciples arrived at the Garden of
Gethsemane.
          See Matthew 26:36; Mark 14:32; Luke 22:39; John 18:1. 
         Now, Gethsemane is a garden of olive trees which was located across the
Kidron Valley on Mount Olives.
  

DAY 5. THURSDAY: PART VI. 
GETHSEMANE & THE MIDNIGHT

PRAYER
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         And as previously noted, an incredibly beautiful scenery.
         There at Gethsemane, Jesus prayed as He waited for His arrest. 
      The reality was that there was nothing more to do, but to pray, and to
watch and wait until the people coming for Him arrived.

     The Gethsemane experience was beautifully captured and recorded in
Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46; and John 18:1.

When they got to Gethsemane, Jesus told His disciples: 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.”

~
        The books of Matthew and Mark recorded that when they arrived at that
beautiful garden, Jesus took with Him Peter and the two Zebedee brothers –
James and John – as He went further to pray. 
        With them, He did not need to hide His vulnerability, His agitation, His
humanity. 
         He began to be sorrowful, and deeply distressed. 
        He always knew that time would come for Him to be executed. However,
when it finally came, Jesus could not hide how distressful it was for him.
         He said to them: 

“My soul is consumed with sorrow to the point of death. 
 Stay here and keep watch with Me.” 

Matthew 26v38; Mark 14v34.
        Their duty was rather simple and specific – these men were to keep watch
while Jesus prayed. 
       Granted, it was late at night, they were all coming from a party, they all
just had a heavy dinner, they were all exhausted, and they all needed to rest
their sleepy eyes.
       However, Jesus was asking them for something simple: watch while He
prayed!
        Going a little farther, Jesus fell facedown to the ground and prayed that,
if it were possible, the hour would pass from Him. In His anguish, He prayed
more earnestly, and His sweat became like drops of blood falling to the
ground. 
      It was obviously a struggle for Him. 
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1.     Prayer #1

        In His prayers, Jesus began to negotiate the Calvary experience with the
Father. The theme of His prayer was a progressive one, right until He
reached the point of total submission to the Will of the Father. 

         The first time, falling face down in desperation, He prayed:
“Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup from Me.” 

Mark 14v35
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will.”

Matthew 25v39.
      Luke mentioned that at that point of His prayer, an Angel appeared to
Jesus, to minister and to strengthen Him.

2.     Interlude #1

      One hour into His prayers, Jesus paused to check on His disciples, His
‘three bodyguards’, but they were fast asleep because their eyes were
exhausted.
         Then Jesus returned to the disciples and found them sleeping. 
         He asked Peter, 

“Were you not able to keep watch with Me for one hour? 
 Watch and pray so that you will not enter temptation. 

 For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”
         He only woke Peter, He let the others sleep.

3.     Prayer #2

         The second time, Jesus went away and prayed, 
“My Father, if this cup cannot pass unless I drink it, 

 may Your will be done.” Matthew 26v42

4.     Interlude #2

         Jesus paused from His prayers a second time to check on His disciples. 
         He found them sleeping – for their eyes were heavy. 
        However, He did not disturb their sleep. They probably needed it at that
time of the night.

 Instead, Jesus went back to prayers.
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5.      Prayers #3

       The third time, Jesus went back to prayer, this time submitting fully to
the Will of the Father, saying the same words: 

“May Your will be done.”

6.      Interlude #3

          It was already the wee hours of Friday.
          Jesus’ prayers were over, all that needed to be done had been done. Now,
it was time to let the process proceed according to the Will of the Father. 
         Like the Passover Lambs that were cut off in their prime, and according
to the prophecies of Isaiah the Prophet, the Messiah was ready to be cut off. 
         He returned to His disciples. However, this time around, they needed to
wake up.
 

“When Jesus returned the third time, He said, 
 “Are you still sleeping and resting? That is enough! The hour has come. 

 Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
Rise let us go. See, my betrayer is approaching!”

 Mark 14v41-42; Matthew 26v45-46.



DAY 6

GOOD
FRIDAY

...



         Good Friday!
         Today, we remember the death of Jesus.
       Believe it when I say that by midnight into the wee hours of that Friday,
Jesus was not yet arrested, let alone being tried for any crimes. 
      However, by 9 o’clock in the morning, Jesus had been arrested; He had
gone through trial six good times, He had been found guilty of some “crimes”,
He had been sentenced to death by crucifixion, and had been led in public
eyes to the city outskirts to be crucified.
         Something just was not right about that criminal-justice system!
      It is no wonder, then, that the trial of Jesus has been dubbed “the most
famous unfair trial in world history”!

 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART I: 
THE ARREST
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY I. THE ARREST
Location: Garden of Gethsemane.

Time: Past midnight, AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3
Friday morning. 1:00am-1:30am

“Rise let us go. See, My betrayer is approaching! 
While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, 

accompanied by a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, 
sent from the chief priests and elders of the people.” Matthew 26v46-47. 

See also Mark 14v42-43.
~

      The events surrounding the arrest of Jesus may be found in Matthew
26:47-50; Mark 14:43-46; Luke 22:47-48; and John 18:2-9.
         Yes, Judas Iscariot had been busy! 
        He had the undercover duty of arresting Jesus in a quiet, private setting,
away from the crowd.
         The dinner at the penthouse served as a perfect location to arrest Jesus.
      Recall that Judas left the gathering at the penthouse to go to the Chief
Priests. And an angry and armed mob was recruited – a mob that was armed
with swords and clubs, sent from the Chief Priests, Scribes, and Elders.
      Judas probably first led the mob to the penthouse in the city; but when
they could not find Jesus there, he might have led them to other places as well
– to Bethany perhaps, and to all the other familiar places. 
        And perhaps when they could not find Him in all the other places, Judas
knew for a certainty, that if Jesus was not in those other places, He had to be
in the garden.

“Now Judas, His betrayer, also knew the place, 
 because Jesus had often met there with His disciples”.

John 18v2
~

“Judas brought a band of soldiers and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees. 
 They arrived at the garden carrying lanterns, torches, and weapons.” 

 John 18v3.
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        Sometime past midnight, in the wee hours of Good Friday, Judas led the
armed crowd to the garden of Gethsemane.
         To arrest Jesus.
         And Judas’ treachery went a notch higher – he betrayed Jesus. 
         And he did that with a kiss!

“Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: 
 “The One I kiss is the man; arrest Him and lead Him away securely.”” 

 Mark 14v44
     Of course, Judas Iscariot went directly to Jesus, like  he wanted to offer
greetings. And he said to Jesus, “Greetings, Rabbi.” 
         And kissed Him.

“Then the men seized Jesus and arrested Him.” 
Mark 14v46.
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY I. DISCIPLES DISAPPEARED
Location: Garden of Gethsemane.

Time: Past midnight, AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3
Friday morning. 1:00am-1:30am

        Jesus was arrested like an outlaw, like a common criminal, by the Temple
soldiers and officers that accompanied Judas Iscariot.
    Jesus tried to engage them in a conversation, and He asked a few
reasonable questions like anyone being arrested would.
         He asked Judas, His erstwhile friend: 

“Judas, are you betraying Me with a kiss?”
And then He asked the soldiers and the armed men: 

Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would an outlaw? 
 (Meanwhile, you guys know Me.)

Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest Me. 
 Mark 14v49. (Parenthesis mine)

~
      Jesus reminded then that He was not some dangerous insurrectionist.
They knew Him, they saw Him every day. Why then had they come to arrest
Him with all those weapons like He was some dangerous outlaw? 
         What happened to a peaceful, uneventful arrest?
        The disciples, including Judas, probably never believed it would come to
that. They never believed their invincible Lord would be cut off, but it was
happening, right there before their eyes.
      Some of Jesus’ disciples tried to put up a fight. After all, they had two
swords, which was something. 
         Unfortunately, it seemed they were not well trained in sword fighting.
         At His arrest, 

“One of Jesus’ companions drew his sword 
and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.” 

Matthew 26v51; Luke 22v50; John 18v10-11.
        This unnamed disciple, identified by John in John 18v10 to be none other
than our dear Peter, seemed to have more sinister intention. 
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        Peter was most likely going for the head, neck, or chest of the servant of
the High Priest himself, whose name was Malchus.
         Alas! He nicked the ear instead! 
         Who does that? What do you want to do with an ear?
        Such a lousy swordfighter, not to mention he was putting himself in big
trouble with the Big Boss. The High Priest himself!
       Thankfully, Jesus healed the severed ear. But not before telling Peter to
keep his swords away and not cause more troubles for himself. 

Matthew 26v52: “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him. “For all who
draw the sword will die by the sword.

Luke 22v51: Jesus answered, “No more of this!”
John 18v11: “Put your sword back in its sheath!” Jesus said to Peter. “Shall I not drink

the cup the Father has given Me?”
~

      It appeared that the fightback from the disciples angered the officers,
because they began to arrest the disciples alongside Jesus. But Jesus told
them that since they had come to arrest Him, they should let His men go! 

“If you are looking for Me, let these men go.” 
John 18v8.

       Jesus went ahead to say He had the capacity to defend Himself, but He
would not contest the arrest. 

“Are you not aware that I can call on My Father, 
 and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” 

 Matthew 26v53.
       He, however, assured His followers that there was no escaping this time
and that His arrest was to fulfil prophetic writing of the scriptures. In fact,
He told everyone that “this has all happened so that the writings of the prophets
would be fulfilled.” Matthew 26v56.
        Realising the gravity of the situation, and that Jesus would not resist the
arrest, and He would not “magically” deliver Himself, the disciples deserted
Him and ran away for their precious lives.

“Then all the disciples deserted Him and fled.” Matthew 26v56.
“Then everyone deserted Him and fled.” Mark 14v50.
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       Another disciple was caught as he was trying to get away, but he pulled
free of the cloth and ran away bare into the night (Mark 14v51-52). 
         It was a time of great trepidation for the disciples.
        As noted earlier, Jesus intervened and pleaded for His disciples when He
told the soldiers to release His men. 

He said,
“So, if you are looking for Me, let these men go.” John 18v8.

         Was Jesus angry that He was deserted? 
         No. 
       Earlier, on Thursday night, at the penthouse, Jesus already  predicted to
them that they would all run and desert him. 
         He said to them, 

“This very night you will all fall away on account of Me. 
 For it is written: 

‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’”  
Matthew 26v31, Mark 14v27.

         And as they “fell away”, Jesus let them go.
“Then the band of soldiers, with its commander and the officers of the Jews, 

 arrested Jesus and bound Him.” John 18v10.
“Then they seized Jesus, led Him away, and took Him into the house of the high priest. 

And Peter followed at a distance.” Luke 22v54.
         Jesus was arrested and forcefully led away.
         However, Peter summoned all courage, and he followed them.
         From a safe distance.
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      In the wee hours of the Passover, one of the holiest nights in the Jewish
calendar, Jesus was arrested and was led away. And under the cloak of
darkness, He underwent His rushed and rigged trials.
         Six good times.
      The trial of Jesus spanned overnight, spilling to the dawn and into the
early morning.
     Every protocol was broken – be it religious, legal, common sense, or
otherwise – such that Jesus underwent trial Jesus on such an extremely
important night of the Jewish calendar. 
      In an ideal situation, Jesus should have been locked up until such time
when the full seventy-two-member Sanhedrin could be assembled for a fair
trial. 
       (Recall that the “Sanhedrin” was the highest Jewish council presided over
by the High Priest.)
       However, the Religious Establishment decided that they would not take
chances where Jesus was concerned. They could not wait to eliminate Him at
the earliest possible time. 
        Caiaphas the High Priest was more than eager to dispense with Jesus as
soon as possible. And since they already had custody of the troublemaker,
Caiaphas was willing to terminate him very quickly and behind closed doors,
even if that meant doing so without the full consent and presence of the
entire Sanhedrin.
         Many years later, a similar scenario transpired:
        Peter – the disciple of Jesus – was arrested also also during the Passover;
however, in his case, Peter was kept in the common jail over the period of the
Festival, with the aim of executing him when it was all over.

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART II: 
THE OVERNIGHT TRIALS OF JESUS
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“And seeing that this pleased the Jews, 
 Herod proceeded to seize Peter during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

 He arrested him and put him in prison, 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 

Herod intended to bring him out to the people after the Passover.”
Acts 12v3-4.

        Thankfully, before the Passover Festival was over, Peter was miraculously
rescued from prison!
    However, for Jesus, the Religious Establishment could not take that
gamble. As far as they were concerned, Jesus must go down, as soon as
possible, right away if they could help it!
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART II. 

TRIAL #1 – JESUS BEFORE ANNAS
Location: The Court of Annas.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (1:30-3:00 am)

“Then the band of soldiers, with its commander and the officers of the Jews, 
arrested Jesus and bound Him. They brought Him first to Annas, 
who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year 

John 18v12-1.
~

     The preliminary hearing of the trial of Jesus was held at the Court of
Annas, and presided over by Annas himself – who was also the Godfather for
the corrupt Religious Establishment. 
         Annas the son of Seth was the former High Priest.
       Annas was appointed by the Roman government shortly after Judea was
upgraded to become a direct province under Roman rule in 6AD, as the first
High Priest of the new Judea province. 
        He had held on to power for sixteen good years – for ten years, he served
as the High Priest, and the next six years was in partnership with Eleazer his
first son who was the High Priest before Caiaphas! 
        And even after being officially removed from office, Annas remained one
of the nation’s most influential political and social individuals. Annas then
retained his influence by installing his five sons and his son-in-law Caiaphas
as the “puppet High Priests”. This legacy continued even after his death until
his last son – “Annas the son of Annas” was assassinated in 66AD!
       The preliminary hearing of Jesus was held before Annas, and it was also
before Annas that Jesus received His initial physical abuse (See details in
John 18:13-14, 19-24).
       The High Priest Annas questioned Jesus about His disciples and he was
also interest in the Jesus’ teaching.
        Jesus answered him by saying He did and said nothing in secret and that
He spoke openly to the world. He told Annas that He always taught in the
synagogues, at the Temple, and wherever else the Jews were gathered.
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       He added that if Annas was not convinced, he could ask the people who
heard His messages.
         At that point, a slap landed on His face: an overambitious officer slapped
Jesus for being disrespectful.

“When Jesus had said this,
one of the officers standing nearby slapped Him in the face and said, 

“Is this how You answer the high priest?””
John 18v22.

         The preliminary hearing was soon over.
Then Annas sent Him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest. John 18v24.
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART II. 

TRIAL #2 – BEFORE CAIAPHAS & THE SANHEDRIN
Location: At the Home (Palace) of Caiaphas.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (1:30-3:00 am)

“Those who had arrested Jesus led Him away to the house of Caiaphas 
the high priest, where the scribes and elders had gathered. 

Now the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were seeking testimony 
against Jesus to put Him to death, but they did not find any” 

 (Matthew 26v57&59; Mark 14v53&55).
~

      The next phase of the trial of Jesus was at the residence of the current
High Priest – Caiaphas. Joseph Benjamin Caiaphas was famous as the High
Priest who presided over the Sanhedrin trial of Jesus.
         He was the High Priest who orchestrated the plot to kill Jesus.
        There, right before Caiaphas, and in the presence of the Sanhedrin – the
highest Jewish priestly council – Jesus was unfairly tried.
        And there, before Caiaphas, and in the presence of the Sanhedrin, Jesus
was not only physically abused, but He was also bloodied by the abuse
(Matthew 26:57-68; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54, 63-65; John 18:24).
         Desperate times called for desperate measures. 
        Caiaphas ordered an immediate indictment hearing for Jesus in his own
home, under the cloak of darkness.
        Normally, the Sanhedrin would not hold a trial by the night, or during a
festival. Furthermore, considering the large number of the Sanhedrin, and
the fact that they would normally have made plans to be with their families to
celebrate the feast, holding an emergency overnight trial did not seem like a
possibility.
        The Gospels mentioned that they managed to gather all the members of
the Sanhedrin together that night (Matthew 26v59; Mark 14v55), even though
in reality, having to bring in all the council members within such short notice
might come with logistical challenges.
       The question is, why would Caiaphas make such a drastic decision to go
ahead with the rushed indictment hearing overnight, despite all odds?
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       It was obvious that Caiaphas was taking steps to pre-empt and prevent
any violent demonstrations – as such acts might provoke the Romans’
intervention, and Judah might lose the little degree of autonomy it had.
        One possible problem Caiaphas the High Priest might encounter if there
had been a proper trial was that some members, or some factions, within the
Sanhedrin itself  would be in opposition to Jesus’ execution! 
         Especially the Pharisees.
       This is because, despite Jesus’ open criticism of the Pharisees, He made
friends with a lot of them, and he was concerned that the Pharisee faction of
the Sanhedrin to come to Jesus’ defence.
       The Gospels attest to the fact that Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus,
both members of the Sanhedrin, were in support of Jesus’ ministry.
         See Mark 15v43; John 3v1-21; John 19v38. 
       A few years later, when a similar scenario played out, and the Apostles
were arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin for trial, Gamaliel, a notable
Pharisee, a very high ranking and much respected member of the council,
spoke in their defence and ensured that they were released.
         This story is captured in Acts 5:34-39.
         Hence, a “rushed and rigged” system was the way forward.
      The trial however did not go according to plan. This was because they
could not get veritable witnesses. All the eyewitnesses they recruited were
inconsistent in their testimonies.
         And they could not agree on what exactly Jesus’ crimes were. 
        They accused Him of all sorts: they accused Jesus of violating the Sabbath
Law (by healing on the Sabbath); they testified against Jesus for threatening
to destroy the Jewish Temple, for sorcery and exorcising people by the power
of demons, and for claiming to be both the Messiah and the Son of God.
        Throughout the time of the trial, Jesus was generally calm and quiet; He
did not mount any resistance. He did not even try to defend Himself.
         Eventually, His accusers found two witnesses.

“We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple, and in three days 
I will build another that is made without hands.’” 

Mark 14v58; Matthew 26v61.
~
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Blasphemy. The greatest sin in the Jewish dictionary.
He also mentioned something about “the Right Hand of Power”. 

      These statements might pass for inflammatory rhetoric, but they were
hardly any grounds for prosecution.
       Caiaphas the High Priest could no longer tolerate all these inconsistent
testimonies that were not leading anywhere. So, he tried another tactic.
         He wanted Jesus to speak for Himself and refute those accusations.
         But Jesus was silent.
        Finally, he went to their Prisoner – Jesus – and asked Him a specific and
direct question.

“Then the high priest said to Him, “I charge You under oath by the living God: 
 Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.”” 

Matthew 26v63.
         And under oath, Jesus finally spoke. And He answered in the affirmative.

Jesus answered: “I am. And you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

Mark 14v62. (See also, Matthew 26v64)
~

         The High Priest tore his clothes in horror. 
         It was a shocking and dramatic response to the response of Jesus. 
         Finally, Jesus was charged as having committed two crimes:

1.
2.

      Surely the Romans did not take insurgency lightly. So, it would not be
hard to get the Roman on board now.
      With the High Priest in torn cloth, it was obvious that Jesus stood no
chance again. He had triggered the highest degree of reaction from the head
of the Sanhedrin.
         The High Priest turned to the highest Jewish council: “You have heard the
blasphemy. What is your verdict?” 
         And they all condemned Him as deserving of death.
         The trial was over, the verdict has been reached. 
         Court adjourned.
     It is therefore no shocking to note that the trial of Jesus, which is a
confirmed historical event, is generally considered to be the most famous,
unjust, and unfair influential trial in world history!
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THE PRIESTHOOD

 
      In the Old Testament, the Priesthood did not have much power – be it
political or economic. They were only concerned about God!
       The Priesthood was the lineage or generation of Aaron the High Priest,
who himself was the elder brother of Moses, both of whom were Levites.
       Their tribe of Levi (Levites) did not have lands or properties allocated to
them because their responsibilities and portion revolved around Temple
worship. The Levites served as Priests,  musicians, doorkeepers, guardians of
the Temple items and artefacts, cleaners, craftsmen, Temple officials, and as
well involved in the construction and maintenance of the Temple.

 They also performed other services and ministry to the people.
       The primary function of the Priesthood was to offer sacrifices. They were
ritual experts. They knew the techniques of worship, prayers, sacrificial acts,
songs, and they maintained the purity and sanctity of the Temple.
         The priesthood followed a lineage from Aaron through his son Eleazar to
Zadok (Recall Zadok was the Priest in the time of David & Solomon).
   Zadok established a High Priestly dynasty which continued until
approximately 171 BCE, (i.e., the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes). The House of
Zadok survived both in the First and Second Temple periods.
       However, when the Romans took over power, the Priesthood became a
political appointment. The Romans appointed a total of twenty-eight High
Priests, each having a term limit, such that there were always several former
High Priests around who still retained their titles and their influence.
      The dynasty of Herod also controlled the office of the High Priest by
appointing the High Priests of their choice. The Herods appointed a total of
seven out of these twenty-eight. The Annas dynasty was one of such.
       Annas also held on to power, ensuring that his dynasty remained High
Priests, including himself, his five sons, and his son-in-law Caiaphas!
      Furthermore, only individuals from selected social class and families of
nobility could become High Priests! 

 There was also hierarchy – from ordinary priests to chief priests.
        Thus by the time of Jesus, the Priesthood was extremely corrupt. It was
no longer a position of service, but one of  corruption and profanity!
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Location: At the courtyard, Home of Caiaphas.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning (1:30-6:00 am)

 
“But Peter followed Him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. 

 And he went in and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.” 
 Matthew 26v58.

~
     Peter the disciple of Jesus, as well as John, did not desert Jesus. They
followed Him, maybe not together as a pair, but at least the tried to keep up.
         Peter followed right up to the trial at Caiaphas’ palace. 
      John was a person of means, and he was a known person to the High
Priest, which meant he could gain access, unhindered, into the palace of
Caiaphas. 
       It is unlikely that a local Galilean fisherman could be so influential to the
extent of being “well known” to the High Priest. 
         Hence, we can safely assume that John was frequently in Jerusalem. 
         It was also possible that John came from an influential family. 
        Mark in his gospel mentioned a tiny detail about the father of James and
John – the man called Zebedee when he was detailing how Jesus called the
two brothers to follow Him. 

Immediately Jesus called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
 with the hired men and followed Him. 

Mark 1v20.
      Their father Zebedee was wealthy enough to have hired servants working
for him; thus, such a prosperous businessman could have strong connections
in the city of Jerusalem.
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PETER DENIED JESUS: 

THE THREE LAYERS OF DENIAL



Back to the story.
      Peter and John followed Jesus after His arrest, to the home of the High
Priest. John could get to the court where the trial was going on. But Peter
could not even enter. 

So, John helped Peter to get in.
“Now Simon Peter and another disciple [John] were following Jesus. 

 Since that disciple was known to the high priest, 
 he also went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. 

But Peter stood outside at the door. 
 Then the disciple who was known to the high priest went out 

 and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought Peter in.”
 John 18v15-16.

       Peter entered and sat down with the guards; his primary goal was to see
the outcome of the trial. What he had not factored in was the fact that the
people inside would target him, and relentlessly attack him.
       Now that Peter had managed to wiggle his way into the “territory of the
enemy”, he must be careful of what he did, what he said and how he behaved! 
     Especially, considering that Peter was a friend of the Accused Person.
Secondly, he had recently escaped arrest. And just a few hours earlier, he had
attempted to murder the servant of the High Priest with a sword.
       As Peter stepped into the courtyard, he tried his best to blend in, and to
stay anonymous. 
         However, that was not going to happen. 
         Some keen eyes recognised him. He stood out like a sore thumb!

 

Denial #1. At the courtyard
 

         The servant girl had come downstairs to the courtyard below, opened the
door for the unknown guest based on John’s recommendation, and she took
her post watching the door. 
         It was early spring, still in the middle of the night, and it was cold, so the
servants and officers made a charcoal fire to keep warm. 
         Peter came in and sat with the officers and warmed himself by the fire.
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        That young lady – the doorkeeper – spotted Peter seated in the firelight
and she looked intently at him. She knew Peter. And she was bent on
exposing him.
        This first denial of Jesus was recorded in Matthew 26v69-70; Mark 14v54,
66-68; Luke 22v54-57; and John 18v15-18.
         I have reconstructed the following conversations based on the records of
the four gospels about Peter’s first denial of Jesus, using exact Bible
references (except for the words in italics & parentheses).

Woman: “Aren’t you also one of this man’s disciples?” 
Peter (acting surprised but responded without mincing words): “I am not.” 
Woman: “Yes you are. You also were with Jesus the Galilean. You were
with Jesus the Nazarene.” 
Peter: “I do not know what you are talking about. I do not know or even
understand what you are talking about.” 
Woman (now creating a scene): “This man was with Him!”
Peter (now in full-blown denial): “Woman, I do not know Him!”

         Thus, Peter denied Jesus! 
       (John wrote that this part of the conversation happened in the house of
Annas.)

Denial #2. By the Gateway
 
         Peter changed location. 
       He could no longer stay under the intense scrutiny of the doorkeeper at
Caiaphas residence. He moved closer to the gateway. He stayed with the
people by the gateway was still standing and warming himself.
         However, he could not run, neither could he hide forever!
         Shortly after escaping from the girl with the sharp eyes, the people at the
gateway were not making his stay tolerable at all! 
    And these involved another sharp-eyed young lady who was also a
household servant of Caiaphas, a random man who seemed to recognise him
from previously, and the group of people who stood there with him by the
fire!
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     I reconstructed the following conversations that occurred the evening
Peter stood by the infamous gateway, as recorded in Matthew 26v71-72; Mark
14v68b-70a; Luke 22v58; John 18v25, using exact scripture passages.

 
Servant girl (said to the people by the fire): “This man is one of them. This
man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
Peter (immediately denied it with an oath): “I do not know the man!”
The people standing there: “Aren’t you also one of His disciples?” 
Peter (still in his “Who? Me?” state of denial): “I am not.”
Another man (who seemed to know Peter): “You also are one of them.”
Peter (retorted): “Man, I am not.”
With that, he moved again, blending in with the crowd.

Denial #3. At Daybreak: 

Peter’s Third Denial of Jesus and The

Rooster’s Crow 

         After his cover had been blown twice, Peter realised he needed to lay low. 
        Thankfully, nobody seemed to care much about Him so much, not when
there was a frantic search for reliable witnesses to the trial of Jesus, and not
after their much-esteemed High Priest had torn his clothes in horror. 
         The crowd could not tolerate the Man of blasphemy. 
         The man named Jesus.

Jesus had been found guilty – He blasphemed! 
And He also threatened insurgency by claiming “right hand of power”!
And He had then been condemned. To death. 
The court had been adjourned, and the Sanhedrin dispersed.

      Jesus had been handed over to the Guards and officers, who were busy
physically assaulting Him.
       Further decisions were also being made regarding moving Jesus over to
the Roman government who had the power to execute for them to complete
the task. 
       It was Friday. The Passover day. And the day before the Sabbath. 
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       It was nearing dawn. And Peter still stood there. One can safely assume
that by that time, Peter already knew the fate of his Lord. His Master. His
Rabbi. His Best Friend. Jesus. 
       Peter stood there all the same. In trepidation. He waited by the fire, for
the day to break. And he was busy blowing his own cover, by talking, asking
questions, wanting to know what the situation was. 
         That was why he came in the first place – to know the outcome.
       It was not long before the people started to give him questioning gazes,
again. And the people who had not previously noticed him now noticed his
accent.
         His Galilean accent.
        There was only one reason for someone from the northern country to be
in Caiaphas palace for the hearing: he had to be a spy, someone connected to the
blasphemous man on trial!
      I have reconstructed the following conversations based on the records
written about Peter’s third denial in Matthew 26:73-75; Mark 14:70-72; Luke
22:59-62; John 18:26-27.
       It  started when one of the High Priest’s servants, who came personally
with the officers to arrest Jesus at Gethsemane, and who was a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off, recognised him! 

Man: “Didn’t I see you with Him in the garden?”
Peter: (Me?! What garden?)
Another man (insisted): “Certainly this man was with Him, for he too is a
Galilean.”
Peter: “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.”
The bystanders: “Surely you are one of them, for you too are a Galilean.”
“Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away.”
Peter (broke down and began to curse and swear to them): “I do not know this
man of whom you speak!”

        As he was saying these words, denying Jesus, cursing, and swearing, the
day broke, and the rooster crowed! Then Peter remembered the words of
Jesus, the words Jesus said to him, was it just yesterday?
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        These were the direct words of Jesus to Peter during their previous night
dinner at the Penthouse:

Jesus declared, “Truly I tell you, this very night before the rooster crows, 
 you will deny Me three times.” Matthew 26v34.

Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, this very night before the rooster crows twice, 
 you will deny Me three times.” Mark 14v30.

Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today 
 until you have denied three times that you know Me.” Luke 22v34.

Jesus replied. “Truly, truly, I tell you, before the rooster crows, 
 you will deny Me three times.” John 13v38.

      What made the moment more difficult and more painful for Peter was
that Peter finally caught a glimpse of Jesus. Jesus was being led away, and
Peter saw him.

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. 
Luke 22v61.

        At the realisation that he had indeed failed Jesus, that under pressure he
had vehemently denied ever knowing Jesus, coupled with the shocking
realisation that Jesus was not going to be released but that He had been
condemned to be killed, Peter went outside, broke down, and wept bitterly!

IT IS OKAY TO CRY

 
         Every one of us is naturally created with tear glands. 
      The tear glands, also known as lacrimal glands, are located above each
eyeball. These glands continuously supply tear fluid – which is an oil film –
that is wiped across the surface of our eye each time we blink our eyes – just
like a car wiper comes with the water spray across the windscreen. 
     Excess fluid drains through the tear ducts into the nose, although we
normally do not know how and when that happens.
        However, unlike other body fluids such as urine and sweat, tears are not
waste products.     
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       Tears are important for the health of our eyes! Tears are produced and
cleared under complex hormonal regulation; they are continuously produced
to keep our eyes wet, nourished, and clear from dust; they also have
antibacterial properties.
         Crying (or shedding tears) is a normal human response to changes in our
emotion – in response to sadness, frustrations, elations, and so forth. 

 It is also quite healthy, and a natural way to reduce stress level. 
         However, if your cry every day, or cry for no reason, it may be unhealthy,
and probably a sign of depression.
         Against popular opinion, it is okay to cry, regardless of gender.
     Peter here was seen overcome with emotions. He then withdrew from the
crowd, and wept, bitterly.

WAS JESUS EMOTIONAL? OR PASSIONATE?

 
       If you had been paying attention, you would notice that from this book,
that Jesus on many distinct occasions expressed His emotion with tears. 
      He once wept over His friend Lazarus. And even though He originally
planned to save the day, and He still went ahead to raise Lazarus, that did not
stop Him from expressing His emotions, in tears.

He wept over Jerusalem prior to His Triumphant Entry. 
He wept over Jerusalem as He lamented its destruction. 
He wept as He prayed at Gethsemane. 
The writer of Hebrews later wrote, in Hebrews 5v7:

“During the days of Jesus’ earthly life, 
He offered up prayers and petitions  with loud cries and tears 

to the One who could save Him from death, 
 and He was heard because of His reverence.”

~
    Even though Jesus was heard when He prayed at Gethsemane and
submitted to God’s Will, it did not change the fact that He still had to drink
the “cup” of suffering and go through crucifixion. 

 It only energised and prepared Him.
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 Jesus was a passionate Man, and it was obvious. 
         It did not matter, whether He was feeding the multitude, or whether He
was preaching on the mount, or chasing merchants from the Temple courts,
or casting out demons. 
         It did not matter whether He was telling the parents of a twelve-year-old
girl to feed her, or healing a young chap who was epileptic from childhood, or
telling a bent woman “you are loosed”, or a sick man “you are forgiven” or a
bleeding woman “who touched me?”
      It did not matter whether He was rebuking the “Firm” – the Religious
Establishments, or mourning His friend Lazarus, or grieving over the
pending destruction of His beloved city Jerusalem.       
       It did not even matter whether He was having a Passover dinner in the
luxury of a penthouse or having some fancy parties with His Pharisee friends
or with His tax-collector friends, eating, drinking, and having fun. 
         And it did not matter whether He was having an intense retreat with His
disciples, or an intense prayer session in the Gethsemane garden in the
middle of the night, alone.
         None of these mattered: 

He always pushed the boundaries.
That passion drove Him.
Consumed Him.
Relentlessly.
He was such a phenomenon. A charismatic teacher. An enigma!
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       Following the rushed trial of Jesus, a verdict was reached, and Jesus was
condemned to be killed. Caiaphas’ Court was adjourned till the morning and
the Sanhedrin since dispersed.

And then the abuse started. 
        Jesus was physically assaulted: Some of them began to spit on Him. They
blindfolded Him, struck Him with their fists, and said to Him, “Prophecy to us,
Christ! Who hit You?!”  
       The officers too – the guards – following the verdict, received Him with
slaps in His face.
     Jesus was imprisoned in Caiaphas palace, led out to the guards and
soldiers who physically assaulted Him.

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART IV: 
OVER TO THE ROMANS
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART IV.
TRIAL #3 – BEFORE CAIAPHAS & THE SANHEDRIN

 Location: At the Home (Palace) of Caiaphas.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (5:00-6:00 am)

 
      By daybreak on Friday, the Sanhedrin converged again at the Palace of
Caiaphas the High Priest. This was essentially not a trial, they had been able
to get Jesus arrested, against all odds, but they had to complete the process of
trial and arriving at a verdict. 
        However, the Sanhedrin had gathered in the morning, for them to make
decisions regarding the execution of Jesus.
         There was however one teeny-tiny problem: That was a Friday!
        It was not just any Friday, it was also the fourteenth day of Nisan!  It was
also the beginning of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, which in itself was a
weeklong event.
      That was a Friday – which also coincided as the day after the Passover
Lamb had been killed and the Unleavened Bread was eaten.
         That was a Friday – which also coincided with the day of the Passover.
         That was a Friday – which also coincided with the day before the Sabbath!
        And how they managed it would determine the success, or otherwise, of
their malicious plots.

Early in the morning, the Chief Priests, Elders, Scribes, 
and the whole Sanhedrin devised a plan – to put Him to death. 

They bound Jesus, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate the governor.
 Matthew 27v1; Mark 15v1.

        During that morning meeting, the Sanhedrin knew they had to focus on
the important day ahead of the High Priest and all of them. 
         The Passover.
        The Holy Weekend was not the time to order or participate in the killing
of anybody.
         The people were aware of what was at stake, so they knew where to draw
the line. One little slip and they would be unfit to participate in the Passover.
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        On another day, the people would willingly participate in the barbaric act
of picking up stones, huge stone, and doing their “mob justice” . 
       In solidarity, the Priesthood could turn a blind eye and let things slide,
with no arrests made. 

And the blasphemous guy would be eliminated.
      During that time in history, the Jewish leaders – i.e., the Chief Priests,
Scribes, and Elders of the people – were granted a significant degree of local
self-government by the Romans. 
      These Leaders were permitted to regulate the internal matters of their
people, to make decisions according to their religious laws which were
distinctly different from the Roman laws but must not be allowed to
supersede the Roman laws. 

They also represented the religious authority among their nation.
They however lacked the jurisdiction to impose a death sentence.
A case study would be the martyrdom of Stephen.

      In the case of Stephen, sometimes later in the books of Acts, Saul (who
later adopted the name Paul the Apostle) authorised the mob stoning of
Stephen.  See Acts 7v54-60.

Meanwhile the witnesses laid their garments at the feet of 
a young man named Saul. Acts 7v58.

        The religious leaders turned a blind eye while offering him support.
        Besides, they all knew the Roman government really would not prosecute
Paul for the murder of Stephen. Paul was Roman. Hence, he was at liberty to
kill the man without any consequences!
         Back to the present.

The Sanhedrin met quite early that Friday morning, to brainstorm.
         The Passover was the biggest and the most important religious festival of
the year; so, it was out of the question for them to permit mob action. 
    The people would not do that anyway; they knew touching anything
considered “ceremonially unclean” would disqualify them from participating in
the festival and from eating the Passover. 

Such hideous acts would render them unclean.
     Furthermore, if they killed Jesus during the Passover festival, it would
likely cause a public uproar. 
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         So, they reasoned that if they could get the Romans to execute Jesus on a
political charge – which the Romans were authorised to do – they would achieve
their goals of executing Jesus. And at the same time, absolve themselves of
the responsibility of committing an actual murder during a Holy Holiday.
       These said, and since they could not afford to keep Jesus indefinitely in
their jail, they decided to hand Jesu over to the Roman Governor to do their
dirty business for them.

 They just had to make sure that Jesus was executed!
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART IV.
JESUS AT THE PRAETORIUM

 Location: Pilate’s Praetorium, Jerusalem.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (6:00 – 7:00 am)

 
“Then they led Jesus away from Caiaphas into the Praetorium. 

 By now it was early morning, and the Jews did not enter the Praetorium 
 to avoid being defiled and unable to eat the Passover.” 

John 18v28.
~

         After the trial and the initial verdict at the Court in Caiaphas’ Palace, and
following the initial assault Jesus suffered at the hands of the officers, Jesus
was imprisoned in a holding jail in Jerusalem. 
     That holding jail was known as Praetorium, and it was located at the
official residential complex of a man known as Pontius Pilate, who at that
time was the Governor of the Judean Province.
       When Jesus was led to the Palace of Pontius Pilate, even the Jews taking
him there refused to enter the premises of the Palace. 
      They still held the belief that such contact with Gentiles will defile them
and disqualify them from eating the meal on the first day of the week of
Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread.

The Praetorium was a military word that meant the Judgment Seat. 
It was otherwise known as the Pavement, and the Gabbatha. 

        The Praetorium was located within the residence or palace of the Roman
Governor of any province, who in this case was the Governor Pontius Pilate
of the Judean Province.
         Many years later, we saw another Praetorium – in the book of Acts: 
     Paul the Apostle was arrested for witnessing about Jesus. He also, like
Jesus, stood trials before the Sanhedrin. Like Jesus, he too was handed over
to the Roman government. 
       However, unlike the situation with Jesus, no festival was going on, so the
people were not under the extreme restrictions that were in place during the
killing of Jesus. 
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         So, some forty men ganged up, with the support of the Chief Priests, and
decided to execute Paul “illegally”. 
         These men formed a conspiracy and bound themselves under oath never
to rest until they achieved this sinister goal (Acts 23v12-13).

 However, the plot to murder Paul leaked, thanks to Paul’s nephew!
        Paul was then transferred immediately, overnight, under heavy security
to Caesarea  – from where the Governor named Felix ruled. 

Then [the commander] called two of his centurions and said, 
“Prepare two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen 

to go to Caesarea in the third hour of the night.
Acts 23v23.

       Recall that Paul was Roman, and the commander would be in trouble if
Paul was murdered under his watch!
      There in Caesarea, Felix ordered that Paul be kept under guard in a
praetorium known as Herod’s Praetorium (Acts 23v35). 
         Apostle Paul ended up spending two years in that Praetorium. 
        There at the Praetorium, he had a fair amount of freedom, he could host
visitors, and he could write books. 
         Only that he was not a free man.

~
 Back to Jesus’ story. 
 Jesus was kept at the Praetorium in the palace of Pontius Pilate.
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY INTERLUDE.
JUDAS ISCARIOT COMMITTED SUICIDE

 Location: By the Chief Priests, Jerusalem.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (6:00 am)

 
“When Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that Jesus was condemned, 

 he was filled with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver
 to the chief priests and elders.” Matthew 27v3.

~
         Judas, just like Peter, did not expect things to go south so quickly. 
        What kind of sick and horrible people takes their Prisoner through trial and then
condemn Him to be executed overnight?
        Just like Peter and the other Disciples, Judas too had expected that after
Jesus’ arrest by the Religious Leaders, that He would eventually be released. 
         Jesus was a passionate Man, perhaps a troublemaker sometimes, and He
said a lot of big things, He stepped on a few toes here and there, and He also
made quite a number of enemies within the Establishment. 

However, He was not a criminal. 
He had not done something, anything out of the ordinary.

         Worst-case scenario, the Chief Priests would threaten Him, and perhaps
slap Him on the wrist, keep Him in their holding cells for the period of the
festival, and thereafter, free Him. 

 But that did not happen. 
      Instead, they tried Him and decided to kill Him. They did not release
Him, rather, they escalated the entire case to the governor. 

The Roman governor. Are you guys crazy?
Peter wept bitterly, but Judas? Nah! 
His case had gone past just shedding tears! 

      Judas could not live with himself, considering the role he played in the
whole thing. He had spent the entire previous evening plotting Jesus’ arrest.
But nothing could have prepared him for the reality that Jesus would go to
trial immediately. 
         In the middle of the night!
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 Judas repented, though not the same way as Peter. 
         Instead, he returned to the Chief Priests and returned their money. 

 That’s restitution, right? 
         The thirty pieces of silver that they gave him was not even a lot of money.
Granted, it was enough to buy a small piece of property, but that was about
it. So, when Judas came back to the Chief Priests, ranting, they didn’t give
him much attention. 

 They simply told him to live with the consequences of his own treachery. 
         Living with such responsibly, with such guilt was a big deal; knowing that
your friend, the one person you thought was invincible, unbreakable, was
murdered because of your active involvement.

 No, he couldn’t live with it.
 No, he wouldn’t live with it.
 Instead, he took his own life.
 Judas repented. 
He said, 

“I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”  Matthew 27v4.
        However, despite the repentance, Judas was not ready to accept healing,
the forgiveness, or the restoration. 
          And the people he spoke to? 
      Well, if they had offered a word of comfort or direction in any way, it
could have gone a long way. Instead, they told him to live with the
responsibility of causing his friend’s demise.
     Matthew and Luke seemed to have contradicting opinions about how
Judas went about taking his life:
        Matthew mentioned that Judas dropped the money bag with them, went
away and “hanged” himself! 

So Judas threw the silver into the temple and left. 
Then he went away and hanged himself. 

Matthew 27v5. 
         On the other hand, and according to the writings of Luke in Acts 1v18-19,
Peter announced that:

With the reward for his wickedness, Judas bought a field;  
there he fell headlong and burst open in the middle, and all his intestines spilled out.”
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         Whether by hanging or by jumping, one thing was evident in both: Judas
ended his own life.

 And there is something not quite right about that!
      This is such a violent and chilling story and one we often talked about
without really appreciating the gravity of it.
        The first question is: what Judas did – betraying Jesus – was it such a bad
thing? The answer is a “resounding yes”. 
        Second question: was it worth the reaction – of taking his own life? The
answer is “probably no”.
         The issue of suicide is a disturbing topic. 
        Suicide has been strongly linked to a few mental health disorders, and it
sometimes reveals a probable defect in coping mechanisms or in the capacity
to handle stress, grief, depression, or even poor support network.
         Many times, when we mention Judas Iscariot, there is the general feeling
that he deserved what happened to him. He was a backstabbing traitor, he
deserved what happened to him, and worse.
         However, suicide is never okay, not even for a Judas Iscariot.
         There is help.
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TRIAL #4 – BEFORE PILATE
Location: Pilate’s Palace, Jerusalem.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (6:00 – 7:00 am)

“When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people 
 conspired against Jesus to put Him to death.

They bound Him, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate the governor.”
 Matthew 27v1-2.

~
       Now that Jesus had been handed over to the Roman authority, the big
question is: would they do better?
         Pontius Pilate appeared in the Bible in a single story, but it was a big one:
he was the Roman official who presided over the trial of Jesus, and the one
who gave the order for Jesus to be executed by crucifixion. 
      And even though he was extremely reluctant and uncomfortable about
making that call, he eventually caved under pressure.
         Pontius Pilate was the fifth governor of the Roman province of Judaea. 
      In 26AD the Roman Emperor Tiberius appointed Pontius Pilate as the
governor (prefect) over the Roman provinces of Judaea, Samaria and Idumæa
(Edom), south of Judea. 
         However, Pilate is best known for his leadership of Judaea. 
       As a Roman prefect, Pontius Pilate was granted the power of a supreme
judge, which meant that he had the sole authority to order a criminal’s
execution. His duties as a prefect included everyday mundane tasks such as
tax collection and managing construction projects. 
 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART V. 
JESUS BEFORE PILATE & HEROD
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       Perhaps his most crucial responsibility was that of maintaining law and
order – by any means possible – be it negotiation, or brute force! For this, the
Jewish leaders always tried to avoid a riot by all means possible.
      Pontius Pilate’s role as the Governor was put to test during the trial of
Jesus. He found himself swinging between what he believed was right, and
the desires of the Sanhedrin. 
         He opted for the latter.
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART V.
TRIAL #4 – The Trial of Jesus before Pilate (II)

Location: Pilate’s Palace, Jerusalem.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (6:00 – 7:00 am)

 
         This intriguing trial may be found in Matthew 27v1-2, 11-14; Mark 15v1-5;
Luke 23v1-5; and John 18v28-38.
       Jesus was within the Praetorium with Pilate and the soldiers within the
judgment hall, while the Jewish religious leaders and the mob who brought
him were outside. 
       So, when Pilate spoke to Jesus, there  was reasonable privacy, and they
could communicate reasonably without noise or trepidations because Jesus’
accusers were outside the building – they did not want to enter because they
did not want to become “unclean”. 
         That was why whenever Pilate went out to talk to Jesus’ accusers, he had
to yell at them, and they too would yell back at him in response.
       Pilate ended up going in and out alternating between the Accused, and
His accusers.

 Well, first of all, Pilate was not interested in the case! 
        He knew from his experience as the Governor that anything that had to
do with those religious bigots – the Chief Priests and Elders – always meant
“trouble”. And he doubted very much if the Man being accused had done
anything wrong.
         So, Pilate went out to them and asked them initial questions, apparently
willing to discard the cause upfront.

Pilate: “What accusation are you bringing against this man?”
Jewish Leaders: “If He were not a criminal, we would not have handed
Him over to you.”
Pilate: “You take Him and judge Him by your own law.” 
Jewish Leaders: “We are not permitted to execute anyone.”
 This conversation could be found in John 18v28-31. 

         At that point, Pilate began to pay attention: they really wanted him to kill
somebody! That had got to be a serious issue. So, he listened to them.
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 And the Chief Priests began to accuse Jesus of many things.
        Pilate was surprised that Jesus was so calm under pressure, and that He
did not reply to any of the numerous charges.
         The Jewish Leaders eventually brought out what would be their winning
card – the main charge that they believed would nail their application.

Jewish Leaders: “We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding
payment of taxes to Caesar, and proclaiming Himself to be Christ, a king.”

(Luke 23v2. See also Mark 15v3) 
 Well, it seemed there might be some merit in their accusations. 

       They carefully tucked away the issues surrounding “blasphemy”; mainly
because they knew such allegation would not hold water in Pilate’s court. 
      However, they understood that allegations relating to insurgency, and
how Jesus was parading Himself as a “king” might impress Pilate.

 Well, it did, a little. 
        Pilate needed to ascertain how much of a threat Jesus was. So, he went
back into the Praetorium and asked Jesus the direct question:

Pilate went back into the Praetorium, summoned Jesus, and asked Him, 
 “Are You the King of the Jews?”  John 18v33.

 Jesus finally responded and said, “Yes!”
 See their conversation as recorded in John 18v33-37:
 
Jesus: “Yes, Governor. But did you figure it out, or did people report this
to you?”
Pilate: “Well, I’m not Jewish. But Your own people, your supposed
subjects, and chief priests handed You over to me. What have You done?”
Jesus: “My kingdom is not of this world; if it were, My servants would
fight to prevent My arrest by the Jews. But now, My kingdom is not of
this realm.”
Pilate: “Then You are a King!” 
Jesus: “Yes. For this reason, I was born and have come into the world, to
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to My
voice.”

       At this point, Pilate realised that the Prisoner was not a threat at all, if
anything, He must be a rambling fool. 
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     However, the Prisoner seemed so calm, so confident, and so sure of
Himself. He wasn’t even putting up a fight at all. 

 His reaction was not consistent with what Pilate expected. 
         Why were the Jewish leaders feeling so threatened?

 Pilate decided he had to release the Prisoner.
      Pilate went out of the Praetorium to address the chief priests and the
crowds (John 18v38-40; Luke 23v4-5).

Pilate: “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”
Jewish Leaders: “He stirs up the people all over Judea with His teaching.
He began in Galilee and has come all the way here.”

 Pilate finally found a small window of escape.  Galilee!
         The accusers claimed that Jesus was not a local; He was from the regions
by the Sea of Galilee. So, the Governor set out to ask if the Man Jesus was a
Galilean (Luke 23v6-7). 
      And soon enough, it was confirmed – that Jesus was indeed from the
region of Galilee! 
     Jesus was bred in Nazareth, currently lived in Capernaum, travelled
around the ten cities of Decapolis, His ministry was mostly within the
Northern region. 
         Pilate was pleased with the new revelation. He could finally escape from
that early morning malady of dealing with those religious bigots. And from
dealing with a Prisoner who had refused to work with him, even though he
was actively offering the Prisoner freedom on a platter of gold!
       Jesus was from the jurisdiction of King Herod. As for the Festival King
Herod too had travelled to Jerusalem for the Passover! 

 What were the odds! And a pleasant one at that!
 Pilate gladly sent Jesus to Herod. 

Luke 23v7: “And learning that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, 
he sent Him to Herod,

 who himself was in Jerusalem at that time.”
~

 Herod, this is your Baby! Deal with Him!
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DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART V.
TRIAL #5 – JESUS BEFORE HEROD 

Location: Herod’s Court, Jerusalem.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (7:00-07:30 am)

 
“When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased. 

He had wanted to see Him for a long time, because he had heard about Him 
and was hoping to see Him perform a miracle.” 

Luke 23v8.
~

 Jesus stood trial before Herod in Luke 23:6-12.
      First, we need to get this straight: At that point in history, Herod was
indeed the King of the Jews!
          And second, Jesus and Herod shared a long, nasty history!

WHO WERE THE HERODS?

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
 while Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, 

 [Herod’s] brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
 and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,

 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
 the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 

Luke 3v1-2.
       For the purposes of interest and insight, these two verses up there are
some of the pieces of historical depictions that validate the Bible as one of the
most accurate historical collection. 

 That is a discussion for another day.
        Herod the Great was a historical figure who lived 73BCE – 4CE. He was
an Edomite (Idumæa) and he ruled as the King of Judah (Judea). (Recall from
Genesis that Edom was Esau, and Judah was the fourth son of Jacob. And
that Esau and Jacob were twin brothers.)

 Herod died about the time Jesus was born. In 4CE.
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Archelaus became ethnarch of Judea, Samaria, and Idumea.
Herod Antipas became Tetrarch of Galilee and Perae.
Philip became tetrarch of territories north and east of the Jordan, and,
Salome I (the sister) was given a toparchy including the cities of Jabneh,
Ashdod, and Phasaelis.

       Herod the Great first rose to power largely because of his father’s good
standing relations with the Emperor, Julius Caesar.       
       He was initially appointed as a “governor” of the regions around Galilee
where he collected taxes and maintained order. He soon rose along the
ranks, and greatly expanded his realm of influence. Eventually, this Herod
was appointed as the King of the Jews by the Roman Senate! 
        Herod the Great was a great statesman! He singlehandedly forged a new
aristocracy from practically nothing into a strong dynasty. 

 He was also a lover of architecture. 
 He was famous for his colossal building projects throughout Judea! 

    Perhaps, one of his biggest projects recorded in the Bible was the
renovation of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, and the expansion of the
Temple Mount towards its north, turning it into a massive complex and an
architectural masterpiece, a project with which he won the Jews over. 

 This construction project lasted forty-six good years.
        Throughout his public life, Herod the Great ruled under the overlordship
of the Romans. 
         However, upon his death, the Romans divided his kingdom among three
of his sons and his sister: 

 

THE THREAT

        When Jesus was born, some Wisemen – the Magi from the East – came
to worship Jesus, who was the newborn King. 

 See the story in Matthew chapter 2.
          These Wisemen stopped at King Herod’s Palace – i.e., Herod the Great –
to seek his assistance in identifying a Child who was born the new King of the
Jews, whose star they had seen from the East.

 And they had come to worship Him. 
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 Obviously, that rattled the King!
        After a failed stealth approach, Herod the Great was left with no choice
but to order the immediate massacre of innocent children, two years and
younger – because he took the Magi seriously, and he believed one of those
babies could one day pose a threat to his dynasty.
       Jesus – the little Kid who was the actual target – and His parents were
however able to escape the massacre. They fled to Egypt, in Northern Africa. 
        After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt. 

“Get up!” he said. 
“Take the Child and His mother and go to the land of Israel, 

 for those seeking the Child’s life are now dead.”  
Matthew 2v20.

        When they returned to Israel, Joseph and his family could not return to
their hometown in Bethlehem, because Archelaus was reigning around the
capital of Judea in place of his father Herod. So, they swerved Northwards,
and made their home in Nazareth, under the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas. 

But when he (Joseph, Jesus’s father) learned that  
 Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, 

he was afraid to go there… 
 He withdrew to the district of Galilee, 

and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth…
 Matthew 2v22-23.

~
         Growing up, Jesus was not a fan of Herod Antipas – i.e., the Tetrarch of
Galilee. They were not close at all. They could not see ‘eye-to-eye’, and Jesus
intentionally chose to have nothing to do with him.
        First, Herod Antipas executed John the Baptist who was Jesus’ cousin –
by beheading John! 
     And the reason for that senseless killing was because John criticised
Antipas for stealing Herodias – his brother Philip’s wife. And Herodias, a
dangerous and self-absorbed narcissist, retaliated by making Antipas behead
John, using her daughter as the pawn. 
          That record may be found in Matthew 14:1-12; and Mark 6:14-29.
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AT LAST, WE MEET. NOT!

 
 Herod Antipas had wanted to see Jesus for a long time. 

       He initially thought Jesus was John who miraculously came back to life
(Luke 9:7-9). Eventually, he finally knew whom Jesus was – that he was just
John’s cousin.

Luke 7v9b: “And he kept trying to see Jesus.”
 However, Jesus did not honour that invitation.

         Then one day Herod threatened Jesus. 
         In response, Jesus too called Herod a slippering fox! The cunning, crafty
mammal. Perhaps “cunning’ is not such a bad word, but it was still name-
calling.

Luke 13v31-32: “Some Pharisees came to Jesus and told Him, 
 “Leave this place and get away, because Herod wants to kill You.” 

 But Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘Look, I will keep driving out demons 
 and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach My goal.”

THE TRIAL OF JESUS BEFORE HEROD 
 

       When Governor Pilate realized that Jesus was a Galilean and therefore
under Herod's jurisdiction; and since Herod already happened to be in
Jerusalem at that time, Pilate decided to send Jesus to Herod to be tried.

 “We meet, at last. At last, we meet!”
       Herod was happy to meet Jesus. He had wanted to see Him for a long
time, but it never happened, despite several attempts.
         Herod was in his court, and unlike the Praetorium, the chief priests and
scribes entered the courtroom, where they vehemently accused Jesus. Herod
was an expert when it came to Jewish laws, and he should be able to crack the
case, but it never happened.

 Because Jesus refused to talk to him.
 Herod questioned Jesus at great length, but He did not answer..

      After a while, Herod felt slighted – he was not getting anywhere with
Jesus! So, he together with his soldiers began to mock and ridicule Jesus. 
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        However, Herod gave Jesus a gift – a fine robe. That seemed like a kind
gesture. But they mocked Him still.

 What a lousy fake King You must be!
Dressing Him in a royal robe, they sent Him back to Pilate. 

Luke 23v11.
       It was interesting to note that Jesus was used to break the ice, because
these two leaders, King Herod and Governor Pilate, who were previously
enemies, were finally back on talking terms. They even became friends.
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TRIAL #6 – BEFORE PILATE
Location: Pilate’s Palace, Jerusalem.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Early hours, Friday morning. (7.30 – 9:00 am)

      Then Pilate called together the Chief Priests, the rulers, and the people, 
 “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. 

 I have examined Him here in your presence 
 and found Him not guilty of your charges against Him. 

 Neither has Herod, for he sent Him back to us. 
 As you can see, He has done nothing deserving of death.

 Therefore, I will punish Him and release Him” Luke 23v13-16.
~

         With Jesus returned to the Governor by Herod, it was up to the Governor
to give the judgment now. 

 The court was back in session.
      See the record in Matthew 27v15-26; Mark 15v6-15; Luke 23v13-25; John
18v39-40; and John 19v1-16.
        Pontius Pilate came out of the Praetorium to address the crowd waiting
for him outside.

 To give them the verdict.
 That was a verdict and quite a resounding one for that matter.

        Pilate was going the “slap in the wrist” approach: He would punish Jesus
for agitating the people, give Him a few strokes of the cane perhaps, and
then release Him. Especially, considering his wife’s concerns.
        Some soldiers did weave a Crown of Thorns and set it on Jesus’ head to
match the royal robe from the King (John 19v1-5). 
 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART VI. 
THE FINAL TRIAL & SENTENCING
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There was a Barabbas – an insurrectionist, a revolutionist, and a rebel
who had also committed murder during the insurrection.
And there was a Jesus – a rambling Prophet from the northern territory,
even though by that time, he already knew that it was out of envy that the
Chief Priests had handed Jesus over.

    Governor Pilate then brought Jesus out of the Praetorium, and he
presented Jesus to His accusers: 

Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” John 19v5.

 However, the people were not satisfied. 
          So, the Governor tried the next option in his book. 
      It was the Governor’s custom at the feast of Passover to release to the
crowd a prisoner of their choosing .So as his custom was, Pilate gave them
two options, options he believed would be a quite easy choice: 

     However, the Chief Priests stirred up the crowd to have him release
Barabbas to them instead. They preferred a hardened, not-yet-rehabilitated
criminal to be released back into their community!

Matthew 27v21: “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the
governor. “Barabbas,” they replied.

Mark 15v11: But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
 release Barabbas to them instead.

Luke 23v18-19: But they all cried out in unison: “Away with this man! 
Release Barabbas to us!” 

(Barabbas had been imprisoned for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)
John 18v40: “Not this man,” they shouted, “but Barabbas!” 

 (Now Barabbas was an insurrectionist.)
 Pilate watched with appalment. 
 The entire morning had spiralled out of control, so was the crowd. 
 Pilate knew he was fighting a lost battle.

         He then asked them again just in case they did not understand what was
going on, but the answer he got shocked him to the marrow: nothing could
have prepared him for their response.

 They wanted Jesus dead. That was not news.
 And they wanted Him dead by CRUCIFIXION. Well, that was news!
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Matthew 27v22: “What then should I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked. 
 They all answered, “Crucify Him!”

Mark 15v12-13: So, Pilate asked them again, “What then do you want me to do 
with the One you call the King of the Jews?” 

 And they shouted back, “Crucify Him!”
Luke 23v20: Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate addressed them again, 

 but they kept shouting, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”
John 19v6: As soon as the chief priests and officers saw Him, 

 they shouted, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”
~

       For the love of all things bright and beautiful, where did they get the idea of
death by crucifixion?! Death by Crucifixion was a capital punishment; and it
was reserved only for the most notorious criminals!

 The chant began to increase in intensity. 
 They were specific now. Kill him! By hanging him on a tree! 

        They were insistent, and they demanded with loud voices for Jesus to be
crucified. Eventually, their clamour prevailed.
        The Governor, Pontius Pilate, realised that he was not getting anywhere
with the crowd, and a riot was developing. He needed to act fast.
     He could disperse the group with brute force and interrupt their big
festival, the Passover Festival. 

 Or he could just release the Man and stop the riot.
       These people were relentless. And before he knew it, they began to put
pressure on Pilate where it could hurt him: 

 They began to drag Pilate’s political career into their demands.
 Blackmail!
 They said to him:

“If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar. 
 Anyone who declares himself a king is defying Caesar.” 

John 19v12.
       Caving under the pressure, Pilate eventually gave the people what they
wanted. He brought water out to symbolically “wash his hands off the blood
of the innocent man” and transfer the responsibility to the heads of the
people who called for Jesus’ life.
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Release their criminal Barabbas to them.
Sentence Jesus to be killed. By Crucifixion!
His crime would be written as an inscription which He would have to
take with Him all the way, as per standard procedure, such that when He
was crucified, His crimes would be hanging on His head.

 All the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”
        In another desperate move, Pilate revealed Jesus to them again: “Here is
your King!” “Shall I crucify your King?” But the people said No. he’s not our
King! “We have no king but Caesar!”

THE SENTENCE
 

       Eventually, Pontius Pilate, the Governor of Judea, gave the people what
they wanted. 

 Pilate sentenced that their demands be met:
1.
2.
3.

         That inscription of Jesus’ crimes was later written above His head on His
cross – they posted the written charge against Him above His head. It read:

 THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

~
      Pilate ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-tipped whip before turning Him
over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified.
        On that predestined Friday morning, at around 09h00, on the fourteenth
day of Nissan, Jesus was sentenced to be killed by crucifixion.

 The people were finally pacified. Satisfied!
         The rest of the events were mere formalities: 
         Pilate had Jesus flogged. 
      Then the soldiers led Jesus away from the people, back into the palace
(that is, the Praetorium) and they called out the entire regiment.
         Crucifixion was such a big deal. 
        And it came with lots of torture because the soldiers believed, that for a
person to be sentenced that way, the crime committed was so grave, thus,
the criminal needed to feel the pain for his actions before he was eventually
killed.
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        They stripped Jesus and put a scarlet robe on Him – which would blend
with His bloodied body. Then they spat on Him, and they took the staff (a
strong long stick) and struck Him on the head repeatedly. They twisted
together a crown of thorns and driving these thorns into his skull. They also
dressed him in a purple robe and gave him a royal staff in mockery.

 The torture and the mockery were all standard parts of the punishment.
 Then they led Him away to crucify Him.
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CRUCIFIXION: A PROPHECY FULFILLED

 
        The life of Jesus, His ministry, death, and resurrection were strongly set
upon prophecies written about Him by the people of old. The Scriptures,
which by that time were largely composed of the Old Testament, were filled
with words that accurately depicted His existence every step of the way.
       In fact, Jesus Himself testified to the fact that He had come to fulfil the
writings of the Law and The Prophets.
      Through the writings of the prophets of old, we understood that Jesus
would be betrayed by someone close to Him, He would suffer, He would be
killed, and He would rise again.
        Thus, it came as a little surprise that there was a paucity of information
regarding the exact kind of death Jesus would suffer in the writings of the
men of old.

 That is, death by Crucifixion!
       Well, in fairness, crucifixion as capital punishment was not a common
occurrence in the days of the Old Testament. It was only made popular by the
Romans during their time as the world power. It was virtually never used in
pre-Hellenic Greece who came before the Romans, and it was such a vile act
that it was eventually abolished by one of their Emperors by 4th century AD.

ISAIAH
      Isaiah was a Messianic prophet who gave us a hint about the nature of
Jesus’ death as he wrote in Isaiah chapter 53.
         Prophet Isaiah confirmed that Jesus would be gruesomely killed after He
had been horridly tormented; Isaiah confirmed that the Messiah, Jesus,
would be “despised and rejected”, “oppressed and afflicted”, “pierced”, “crushed”,
“struck down”, “beaten”, “punished”, and so badly defaced that people would “hide
their faces” from Him.

Surely, He took on our infirmities and carried our sorrows;
 yet we considered Him stricken by God, struck down and afflicted.

 But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities;
 the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, 

and by His stripes we are healed. Isaiah 53v4-5.
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        Isaiah however added the purpose of the suffering was for the salvation
of mankind.
         Even then, he did not mention “crucifixion”; the closest he described were
“a lamb to the slaughter” and “a sheep before her shearers”. We do know, now in
hindsight, that the Messiah was not slaughtered, at least not in that sense.

ZECHARIAH
         Zechariah was another Messianic prophet, and he also prophesied about
the suffering Messiah. He also confirmed in his prophecies the “piercing” of
Jesus as he prophesied in Zechariah 12v10:

“Then I will pour out on the house of David and on the people of Jerusalem 
a spirit of grace and prayer, 

and they will look on Me, the One they have pierced.”

MOSES
        Moses on the other handcrafted a bronze snake, and he hung it on a tall
pole while he and the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, as a prototype of
the salvation of mankind.

 Read the story as documented in Numbers 21v4-9.

KING DAVID
         Perhaps the closest hint to the kind of death Jesus would die was written
by King David, who was arguably the greatest Messianic prophet of all times.
         For under the influence of the Holy Spirit, he went as far as saying Jesus
would be “nailed in the hands and feet”. (See Psalm 22. Read the whole chapter.)

 He wrote:
“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? … 

 a band of evil men encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet.” 
 Psalms 22vs1,16.

JESUS HIMSELF
         When Jesus – the Messiah – arrived, He became His own prophet. From
the early days of His ministry, and without mincing words, He started
pointing towards His own death – by Crucifixion.
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        Since the specifics about the nature of His death were not written in the
Old Testament prophecies, it becomes apparent that Jesus could have chosen
any form of death, but He chose crucifixion!

 So, why did Jesus choose to be crucified? Well, I do not know!
    In the early days of His ministry, when the Jewish religious leader
Nicodemus visited Him privately by night, Jesus had this to say:

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, 
so the Son of Man must be lifted up.” 

John 3v14.
 Jesus was talking about a story documented in Numbers 21v4-9. 

       According to that story, Moses was leading the people in the wilderness
from captivity on the way to the Promised Land, and at a point, some
venomous serpents were killing people within the camp. 
         Moses then made a bronze replica of a fiery serpent and hung it on a pole
– on a very tall pole where people could catch a glimpse of it from anywhere
in the camp, and he told them that whenever they got bitten by these snakes
and they lifted their eyes to see the bronze snake, they would be healed. 

 And it was so!
        Just like that, Jesus confirmed to Nicodemus that He too would be hung
on a pole at the end of His ministry.
       Much later, towards latter part of His ministry, at His transfiguration,
Jesus was found to be communing with Moses and Elijah as they deliberated
on the type of death He would suffer.

“Suddenly two men, Moses and Elijah, began talking with Jesus. 
 They appeared in glory and spoke about His departure, 

 which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”  
Luke 9v30-31

        I believe that the encounter at the Transfiguration Mount was the point
when the decision was made – Jesus was not going to be burnt into ashes, or
stoned to death, or pushed over a cliff. 

 He was not going to be beheaded either. 
        Rather, He would undergo a formal trial by a constituted authority, and
He would be sentenced to death.

 By crucifixion!
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         With the decision made, Jesus continued to prepare Himself for that day.
He became more vocal about it at every opportunity. He spoke about it
repeatedly to anyone who cared to listen up until the night He was arrested! 

 That He was going to be crucified!
        Shortly before Jesus and His disciples took that final journey from their
homes at and around Capernaum to Jerusalem for the Passover, Jesus
predicted His death to His disciples one final time.

Luke 18v31-33: Then Jesus took the Twelve aside and said to them, 
 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, 

 and everything the prophets have written about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 
 He will be delivered over to the Gentiles 

and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon. 
 They will flog Him and kill Him, and on the third day He will rise again.”

 Matthew was more specific as he reported the same account:
Mathew 20v17-19: As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, 

He took the twelve disciples aside 
and said, “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, 

 and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes. 
 They will condemn Him to death and will deliver Him over to the Gentiles 

 to be mocked and flogged and crucified. And on the third day He will be raised to life.”
     When Jesus entered triumphantly into Jerusalem, and the people, the
tourists and Grecian pilgrims wanted to see Him, He made an incredibly
significant statement, telling the people, the crowd, that He was going to be
“lifted up”.

John 12v32-33: 
“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 

He said this to indicate the kind of death He was going to die.
      To the casual listener, that statement would sound like a promotion of
some sort, but Jesus was referring to being lifted on a tree. 

 Crucifixion!
        And again, in the week of His Passion, just before Tuesday was over, or
perhaps in the wee hours of Wednesday, while He watched Jerusalem from
His vantage point on the Mount of Olives, Jesus mentioned the word
“crucifixion” to His disciples for the second time.
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Matthew 26v1-2: When Jesus had finished saying all these things, 
 He told His disciples, “You know that the Passover begins in two days, 

 and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”
      In the law of Moses, death by hanging on a tree was not just a terrible
thing, and it was not just capital punishment. 

 It was also a cursed thing. 
     When Moses gave the Law to the people, they were on the verge of entering
the Promised Land. 
       As part of their civil laws (which obviously does not have a place in the
modern world), Moses told them that there would be times where a person
might be condemned to death by hanging. Such an individual had not only
committed a sin worthy of death, but the person must have also committed a
sin worthy of the curse of God.

Deuteronomy 21v22-23:
If a man has committed a sin worthy of death, and he is executed, 

 and you hang his body on a tree, you must not leave the body on the tree overnight, 
 but you must be sure to bury him that day, 

because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse. 
You must not defile the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.

~
         And even though Moses mentioned being “hung on a Tree” in his writings
in the Book of Deuteronomy, crucifixion as a capital punishment did not
become a prevalent practice until about the third century BCE. 
       In today’s world, crucifixion is no longer practised as a form of capital
punishment. In fact, death penalty is becoming almost non-existent.
       Since there was no prophecy expressly mentioning that Jesus would die
by being “hung on a tree”, Jesus could have chosen any kind of death. 

 But again, He chose crucifixion. 
        And on that fateful morning, on Friday the fifteenth day of the month of
Nissan, the crowd chanted, “Crucify Him!” “Crucify Him!” “Crucify Him!” Until
the man, the Governor who sat on the judgement seat at the Praetorium had
no choice but to cave under the pressure and approve the worst form of
capital judgement for a man he knew was innocent.

 Death by Crucifixion!
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 The chant, the uproar not by chance. It was predestined!
 Crucifixion was a slow, painful death. 
 Crucifixion was a bloody mess. 
 The Cross was a place of torture.
 But Jesus chose it. 

         It was no surprise that Jesus jittered a lot about it, dreaded it, and while
He prayed in the Gethsemane Garden, He was sweating, thick sweat like
drops of blood, because He knew His exit would be violent.

 Very violent.
       Many years later, Apostle Paul mentioned that Jesus chose crucifixion,
not just because it was painful, violent, and dehumanising, but most
importantly because it would mean that Jesus was taking upon Himself the
curse according to the law of Moses. 
        Jesus was crucified so that He could redeem us all from the curse of the
law. Not just a select few, but everyone all over the world who comes to
believe in His name. 

 And the Apostle wrote in Galatian 3v13:
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us. 

 For it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”
 He redeemed us in order that the blessing promised to Abraham 

would come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, 
 so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
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       After much ado, the not-much-anticipated and the much-dreaded moment
eventually arrived. 

 The Long Walk to Calvary!

 

On the Way To CALVARY
Location: On the Road to Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday morning (some minutes before 9:00 am)

“Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified, and the soldiers took Him away.
Carrying His own cross, He went out to The Place of the Skull, 

which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.” 
John 19v16-17.

~
      It is official now. Jesus had been sentenced by the Roman governor –
Pontius Pilate – to be executed by crucifixion.

 However, the timing of this event was odd:
        First, Jesus was tried, sentenced, and ordered to be crucified during the
biggest Festival in the Jewish religious calendar – the week-long Passover
Festival.
   More importantly, the entire event, from trial to execution, was
sandwiched between the two high points of the Passover Festival – that is,
between the day the Passover was eaten, and the High Sabbath!
         It is no wonder then, that the trial of Jesus has been described as a sham,
and one of the most unfair trials in recorded history!
         After much ado, the moment finally arrived.
 
 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART VII. 
THE CRUCIFIXION
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      The Roman centurion and his entire regiment took Jesus and escorted
Him to the place where He would be executed. 

 The place called Golgotha.
 Golgotha is an Aramaic word interpreted as “The place of the skull”. 
 The Latin interpretation is Calvary, which means “bald head or skull”.

    Golgotha was the hill of execution located outside the city walls of
Jerusalem. It was given that name because it had the shape of a skull: it was a
hill with two large sunken holes, resembling the eyes of a skull.

 Jesus was handed over to be crucified.
       Due to the high-profile nature of the trial, and the immense interest by
the religious and political bigots, the centurion had to call out the entire
regiment:

Mark 15v16, NLT. 
“The soldiers took Jesus into the courtyard of the governor’s headquarters 

(called the Praetorium) 
and called out the entire regiment.” 

        The soldiers tormented Him all the way – savage beatings with cuts and
lacerations, and intense damage to the body; not to mention the mockery and
the humiliation.
      How do you torture a Man whose only crime was declaring Himself a
King? By torturing Him as a King who had been captured!
       They stripped Him of His clothes and put a scarlet (or purple) royal robe
on Him, as recorded by the Gospels.
         They twisted together a Crown of Thorns and drilled it into His head. They
put a staff in His right hand and knelt before Him to mock Him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!”
    They spat on Him and took the staff and struck Him on the head
repeatedly. After they had mocked Him, they removed the robe and put His
clothes back on Him.

 Then they led Him away to crucify Him.
        The record of His assault as well as His trip to Golgotha can be found in
the books of Matthew 17v31- 32; Mark 15v20-21; Luke 23v26-32; and John
19v17.

 He bled, He wept, and He endured extreme torture.
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     As part of the physical and emotional assault, John recorded that the
soldiers forced Jesus to carry His cross – His execution pole across the city as
they went.

“Carrying His own cross, He went out to The Place of the Skull, 
which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.” 

John 19v17. 
        However, the other three Gospels mentioned the name of a man. A man
called Simon of Cyrene, who presumably was a random man on the streets
whom the soldiers grabbed and forced to carry the Cross of Jesus for Him all
the way to Golgotha.

 It appeared their Prisoner was too exhausted to carry the heavy beam.
“Now Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 

was passing by on his way in from the country, and the soldiers forced him to carry the
cross of Jesus.” Mark 15v21. 

        The procession was not just about Jesus; two other prisoners, criminals,
most likely sentenced prior to Jesus, were also being escorted by the
Centurion and his men to the execution hill. (See Luke 23v32.)
       Furthermore, on the way to Calvary, a great number of people followed
Him, friends, and foes alike. These included women who kept mourning and
wailing for Him. The Twelve Disciples were not the only ones on Jesus’ team
who journeyed with Him from the region of Galilee to Jerusalem for the
Passover that year. His other friends, family and ministry supporters also
took the pilgrimage with Him.
        It seemed that as soon as they found out about Jesus’ arrest and trial, and
the eventual crucifixion sentence, they all rushed to the sobering scene, to
see for themselves what exactly was going on. Among these individuals were
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Jesus, and Salome (whom we now
know was Mrs Zebedee), all following from a safe distance. 

“And there were also women watching from a distance. Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses and Salome.

“These women had followed Jesus and ministered to Him while He was in Galilee, and
there were many other women who had come up to Jerusalem with Him.”

Mark 15v40-41.
It was a sobering sight indeed.
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Who Was Simon The Cyrene?
 

         The Bible did not give us much information about this man, however we
do know that Cyrene is in North Africa, in modern day Libya.
        It appeared that he was a Jewish gentleman who lived in Africa but had
returned home to Jerusalem, with his sons, to participate in the Passover
Festival.
        It also appeared that Simon the Cyrene later became a Believer in Jesus,
together with his family. 
       He could also possibly be one of the people from Cyrene who heard the
gospel as the Apostle spoke in tongues as recorded in Acts 2v10.
         Also, the fact Simon the Cyrene was mentioned in person by three of the
four writers of the Gospel, and that his two sons – Alexander and Rufus –
were specifically identified by Mark (see Mark 15v21 above), who himself was
a companion of Apostle Paul, suggested that Simon and his entire family
were known to the Believers’ communities.
     More than two decades afterwards, while anticipating his transfer to
Rome, Apostle Paul sent a greeting to Rufus, and his mother, who we believe
was Mrs Simon of Cyrene.

 He wrote:
“Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, 

who has been a mother to me as well.”  Romans 16v13.
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To CALVARY They Came!
Location: At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday morning (some minutes before 9:00 am)
 

“They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha, which means The Place of the Skull.
There they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it.” 

Mark 15v22-23. 
(See also Matthew 27v33-34; Luke 23v33; John 19v17).

~
 Jesus arrived at Golgotha, the execution hill.

         Immediately they arrived at the place, the first thing the soldiers did was
to give their Prisoner some medicinal drink for pain immediately before His
crucifixion.
      Jesus was offered wine drugged with myrrh, or bitter narcotics, which
was routinely offered to victims of crucifixion in order to numb, or decrease
their sensitivity to the excruciating pain, and also to keep them alive and in
pain for much longer.

 Jesus rejected it. 
       He chose instead to endure  the sufferings appointed for him with full
consciousness and awareness.
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They CRUCIFIED HIM
Location: At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday morning. ( 9:00 am)

 Jesus was crucified.
 There was not much ceremony around it, just the basic protocol: 

         The cross was taken from Simon of Cyrene, and then Jesus was mounted
on it. He was initially offered some narcotics which He rejected. He was
nailed on the cross, just like the other two prisoners. His crime was hung
over His head to serve as a deterrent to others, and the cross was lifted on
that hill, then they used the tent pegs to keep it securely in place.
         Within minutes, the process was over, but it was the beginning of a slow
painful death.
         The Bible did not dwell much on the process of nailing, perhaps because
it was too painful, too graphic, or too disturbing to describe, because all the 4
gospels simply wrote:

“THEY CRUCIFIED HIM!”
Matthew 27v35a; Mark 15v24-25; Luke 23v33b; John 19v18a

~
         The Gospels however gave us their individual insights and unique angles
to the happenings about the time and shortly after “they crucified Him”.

 Mark revealed the exact hour when Jesus was crucified. 
 He wrote:

“It was the third hour when they crucified Him.” 
Mark 15v25.

(The third hour meant nine o’clock in the morning).
         The four Gospels informed us that “they crucified Him” in the company of
two other criminals – one on each side, and that Jesus was in the middle (See
Matthew 27v38; Mark 15v27; Luke 23v33, John 19v18).
        The four Gospels also told us that Pilate had a notice of His “charge” (or
crime) posted on the cross. 

 It read: 

THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.



       John further affirmed that, because the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city, that is, at the city outskirts, this inscription was written in
three different languages: in Aramaic – which was the lingua franca and the
language of trade, in Latin, and in Greek.
        It was not written in Hebrew, but John mentioned that many Jews could
read the sign (John 19v20). 
        This is quite an interesting piece of information, because it seemed that
during His lifetime, Jesus spoke Aramaic more than any other language; even
on the Cross, He communicated in Aramaic – the reason some Jew around
Him got confused when He called “Eli”, as we shall see shortly.
      As expected, the Chief Priests and Religious Leaders were not pleased
with the inscription on the Cross as it signified that Jesus had the final word
in their face-off; and so, they complained to the governor, but Pilate was not
willing to change it.

He told them: “What I have written, I have written.” 
John 19v22.

        John further suggested that four soldiers crucified Jesus. And that these
four soldiers divided Jesus’ garments into four parts – one for each soldier. 

 Thereafter, the undergarment – the tunic – was left. 
       However, because it was seamless, and woven in one piece from top to
bottom, they decided not to ruin the fabric, but to rather cast a lucky draw
for it.

“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided His garments into four parts, 
one for each soldier, with the tunic remaining. 

It was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.”  John 19v23.
 Mark also attested to this; thereby fulfilling the Scripture that said:

“They divided My garments among them and cast lots for My clothing.” 
Psalm 22v18.

       All the Gospels mentioned that people heaped loads of insults on Him,
mocked Him, shook their head, and berated Him. Even His “fellow-
crucified”, who were also in excruciating pain, still had the energy to mock
and berate Him.

 For the Chief Priests, Scribes, and Elders, it was time to gloat. 
 Mission accomplished!
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 They said:
“He saved others, but He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel! 

Let Him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in Him. 
He trusts in God. Let God deliver Him now if He wants Him. 

For He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
Matthew 27v42.

          At the scene of the crucifixion, there were many people – the good ones,
the bad ones, the indifferent ones, as we shall see shortly.
         When they were done with the actual crucifixion, the Centurion and his
soldiers sat down, and they kept watch over Him there (Matthew 27v36).
      Six hours into His crucifixion, at about three o’clock in the afternoon,
Jesus died.
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CRUCIFIXION
 

       Crucifixion was a method of capital  punishment in which the persons
being executed were tied, or nailed to a large wooden beam, and left there to
hang, for as long as possible until their eventual death.
    It was an extreme form of execution reserved for people who had
committed heinous crimes – hardened criminals, terrorists, insurgents, and
revolutionaries, those individuals who attempted to topple the government. 
        The decision to crucify an individual was not a routine thing to be taken
lightly, unless the person truly deserved it. And the aim of crucifixion was to
dissuade its witnesses from perpetrating similar crimes.
         The person being executed would be attached to the wooden beam – the
cross – by nails or other sharp objects such as darts and arrows, and
sometimes by rope. The nails were drilled through the victim’s wrists unto
the crossbeam. The feet would also be nailed, either separately, or together,
one atop the other, onto the upright stake.
         The actual nailing was often preceded by torture, public humiliation, and
much scourging; such that by the time the victims reached the site of
execution, they were already in severe pain, exhausted and dehydrated, and
they would have bled a lot.
       Furthermore, they victims of crucifixion were crucified naked, with no
loin cloth covering their genitals.
      This was a slow and painful method of execution; it was humiliating,
gruesome, and public. The public nature of crucifixion allows for it to have 
 lot of witnesses, and it also serves to deter these witnesses from committing
similar crimes.
      The torture of crucifixion was dehumanising. The mere thoughts of it
could psychologically destroy the victim even before the Romans started the
physical torture of the individual.
        The torture of crucifixion came as savage beatings, and intense damage
to the body. The victim would have thousands of cuts, scrapes, abrasions,
and deep gouges in his skin, to the extent that any movement would be with
lots of pain and agony. Despite these, in some cases, the victims were forced
to carry their own crossbeam to the place of execution.
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      The victims usually died from asphyxiation, i.e., suffocation. Or from
exhaustion.
      This is because the weight of their entire body leaned on their broken
wrists, and they could not support their weight with their lower bodies for
long. So, they had to lean their bruised backs on the upright stake. It is not
surprising that they got exhausted so easily.
    Furthermore, their diaphragm also could not function to effectively
facilitate gaseous exchange within their thoracic cage, or to exhale the
carbon dioxide in the lungs. So, while they were able to inhale, they could not
exhale.
         This would go on until they began to choke. Their bodies would begin to
accumulate carbon dioxide in toxic levels, which would, in turn, begin to
depress their brain until they lost consciousness and died. 
         The length of time required to reach death could range from a few hours
to days depending on the method, the victim’s health, and the environment.
         So, due to the fact that death from crucifixion could take several hours to
days, the soldiers often did some extra things to hasten the demise of their
victims.
       These include breaking the thigh bones of their victims. The legs of the
person executed would often be broken or shattered with an iron club. 
        This helped to hasten the suffocation as they would be unable to support
their own respiration, the fractured legs would be severely excruciating;
besides, the big blood vessels in the thighs could be popped in the process,
such that the person would die quickly from excessive bleeding.
        Even after death, the victims of crucifixion were often left on display, to
serve as a warning to any other potential criminals.
         The origin of crucifixion is not a hundred percent known; it is believed to
have been systematically introduced before the third century BCE but was
made popular by the Romans.
       The Romans spent the next 500 years, “perfecting crucifixion” until the
Roman Emperor Constantine I abolished it in the fourth century A.D. He
was believed to be a Christian, and he felt that crucifixion was being used to
target the Believers.
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 Crucifixion was brutal. 
 The horrors of it were so much that people could not talk about it openly. 

       It was described as “a most cruel and disgusting punishment”, and one
with such horrid reputations that it “cannot by any possibility be adequately
expressed by any name bad enough for it”.
        In today’s world, crucifixions are no longer used as a capital punishment.
However, it is believed that some parts of the world still practise it, albeit
mutely.
      Furthermore, some people practice “nonfatal crucifixion” for religious
purposes. This is possible because crucifixion is innately a slow and painful
one; thus death by crucifixion is not immediate. So, an individual who had
been crucified might live if rescued early enough.
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Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday (9:00 am – 03:00 pm).

     Jesus was in deep agony as He was mounted onto the Cross on that
execution hill of Golgotha. His body had been broken and bloodied from the
torture He had been through the entire morning, not to mention He had not
been able to sleep since His arrest at around midnight.

 His body was wearied and falling apart.
         Beyond the physical torment, He was performing a spiritual assignment
– the ultimate assignment – to become the sacrificial Lamb of God.
       More than three years earlier, Jesus’ cousin – John the Baptist revealed
Him to the world. 

 He said:
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

John 1v29.
 There on the Cross, that prophecy was fulfilled in bodily form.

          However, there, on the Cross, while focusing on His “assignment”, Jesus
made some important utterances, which believers of all ages believed to be
extremely important and needed to be taken seriously, as they constituted
the last words of Jesus.
        In the next pages, we shall take a close look at each one of these seven
final words spoken by our dear Lord and Saviour.
 
 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART VIII. 
The Seven Famous Last Words of

JESUS
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The four soldiers divided His clothes and gambled for His undergarment
seamless tunic.

Famous Last Words #1
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday morning (Around 9:00 am)

“Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” Luke 23v34.
~

      As soon as they arrived at the execution hill at Golgotha, and He was
mounted on that rugged Cross, with nails on hands and feet, Jesus made His
first utterance.
          He said a prayer.
          He said a prayer, to the Father, in response to the soldiers who were still
nailing Him and physically hurting Him.
        He prayed for the four men who just nailed Him on the hands and feet.
He prayed, by extension for the full regiment of one hundred soldiers who
were all called back for that assignment, and for their centurion – they were
simply doing their jobs.
        We can believe that also, Jesus prayed for the people – friends and foes
alike, including mockers and haters – who came to witness His crucifixion.

 Beyond these, we can safely say that it was also an intercession for all.
       However, what happened after the prayers was a lesson for all: after a
prayer of forgiveness, nothing changed. In fact, the pain intensified.

FOLLOWING HIS PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS:

Luke 23v34:
“Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

And they divided up His garments by casting lots.”
John 19v23-24:

“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided His garments into four parts, 
one for each soldier, with the tunic remaining. 

It was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. So, they said to one another,
“Let us not tear it. Instead, let us cast lots to see who will get it.”” 

(See also Matthew 27v35b; Mark 15v24b).

172



The soldiers sat around and guarded as He hung there. Matthew 27v36.
The Religious Leaders wanted the sign displayed and fastened above His
Head changed from “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Matthew 27v37;
Mark 15v26; Luke 23v38; John 19v19-22.

Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the bystanders and passers-by.
Matthew 27v39-40; Mark 15v29-30; Luke 23v35.
Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the Jewish leadership. Matthew 27v41-
43; Mark 15v31-32a; Luke 23v35.
Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the soldiers; in fact, they even climbed
up to offer Him sour wine. Luke 23v36-37.
And finally, Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the hardened criminals –
the insurrectionists who were crucified with Him on His two sides, who
were also feeling much of the physical agony He felt. Matthew 27v44;
Mark 15v32b; Luke 23v39.

     Then there was mockery: following His prayers of forgiveness for the
people, the mockery did not stop. It only grew louder:

      However, it was not all doom and gloom, because after a while, as life
began to seep out of them, one of the two criminals repented. Amid the
overwhelming mockery, one hardened criminal repented.
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One of them thought Jesus had some immense power He planned on
using at some point later, to escape death. And he thought Jesus could
put that power to meaningful use, right away. He scoffed at Jesus:

Famous Last Words #2
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday morning (Sometime before noon)

“And Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”” 
Luke 23v43.

~
        Jesus was crucified with two criminals on both His right and His left. In
the early hours following their crucifixion, they were able to mock and berate
Jesus.

“Even the revolutionaries who were crucified with him ridiculed him 
in the same way.” Matthew 27v44, NLT.

    However, as time went by, the two men began to put things into
perspective: 

“So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself –
and us, too, while you’re at it!” 

Luke 23v39, NLT.
         The other man however did something special – he cautioned his friend,
co-accused and fellow criminal.

“We are punished justly, for we are receiving what our actions deserve. 
But this man has done nothing wrong.” Luke 23v40.

      He did not stop there. He believed the Words of Jesus, maybe he had
heard them before, or maybe he was just knowing about them from what
people said. He did not want to be freed, only to be arrested and executed
again. And the cycle would go on. 

 He would prefer some sort of “afterlife securities”, which he got:
He said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom!”

Luke 23v42.
 And Jesus assured this man of a Paradise, later in the day! 

Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
Luke 23v43.
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Abraham’s Bosom which is Paradise; and
Hades, which is also known as Sheol.

PARADISE

         From the scripture, we know that Paradise is not “heaven”. Instead, it is
a form of a “temporary destination” or a “holding cell” for the souls of the
righteous people.
        This destination is also called “Abraham’s bosom” in some other places in
the scriptures.
      In Luke 16v19-31, Jesus gave a real-life account of a Lazarus and a rich
man. It was not a parable. 
        In that story, Jesus disclosed the reality of two kinds of afterlives – there
was one for the righteous and the other for the unrighteous. Both of these
destinations were “holding cells” for the souls of mankind. These were:

 He said:
“Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; 

and the rich man also died and was buried. 
In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and

Lazarus in his bosom.”  Luke 16v22-23 (NASB).
~

         It appeared people from both sides of the divide could see and recognise
one another, and somewhat communicate because, from the story, the rich
man could identify Lazarus, and he wanted Lazarus to visit.
        However, Jesus also revealed that these two sections did not have access
to each other, because, as recorded in Luke 16v26, 

“a great chasm has been fixed between them”.

Why Was Jesus Going to Paradise and Hades?

         Jesus assured the criminal who believed in Him that He would be seeing
him later in the day at Paradise.
        This indicated that Jesus had some serious business He would be doing
in that territory later in the day as He interacted with the souls of people.
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       In Ephesians chapter 4, Apostle Paul gave us an idea of what Jesus was
busy doing from the time He died and was buried, up until His resurrection:
to lead out “a crowd of captives”, among other things.
       He further affirmed that this was a fulfilment of the prophecy of King
David, as recorded in Psalm 68v18.

 He wrote:
“That is why the Scriptures say, “When He ascended to the heights, 

He led a crowd of captives and gave gifts to His people.” 
Notice that it says, “He ascended.” 

This clearly means that Christ also descended to “the lower parts of the earth”. 
And the same One who descended is  the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, 

so that he might fill the entire universe with himself.” 
Ephesian 4v8-10 (NLT).

        Apostle Peter in his epistle also shed some more lights onto the business
Jesus had in Hades.
         He said when Christ, the Messiah, was put to death in the body, but alive
in the Spirit, and He went into Hades – to preach to the souls in prison –
souls that had been held in captive since the days of Noah.

 In 1Peter 3v18-20, we read:
“For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the spirit, 
in which He also went and preached to the spirits in prison 

who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was being built.”

~
         There have been lots of theological interpretations and arguments about
whether Jesus actually went into Hades, like taking the battle to Satan’s
doorsteps so He could save souls:  While some believed that Jesus in fact went
to Hades to release the souls of men, some others believed that would not be
a necessary prerequisite for redemption, and Jesus in fact did not do that.
     However, the scriptures we have read suggested that Jesus went into
Hades – right into the very territory of the enemy – for the ultimate
showdown.
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 Jesus did battle with Satan face to face:
 A battle of good against evil...
 Right against wrong...
 Holiness against impurity!
 Jesus knew exactly what He was doing; it was all deliberate. 

        It was no wonder He lasted only six hours on the Cross. He just couldn’t
wait!



Famous Last Words #3
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday (sometime around noon)

“Dear woman, here is your son…. Here is your mother.”
John 19v26-27.

~
        The story here was in some ways depressing, but as usual, it was not all
doom and gloom.

 We read in Mark 15v40-41:
“And there were also women watching from a distance. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 

These women had followed Jesus 
and ministered to Him while He was in Galilee, 

and there were many other women who had come up to Jerusalem with Him.”
~

    Jesus was leaving. He was getting killed. And while the trials, the
sentencing, and the actual crucifixion were going on, the people who cared
for Him during His lifetime began to converge, and watch in horror, though
from a safe distance.

But all those who knew Jesus, 
including the women who had followed Him from Galilee, 

stood at a distance watching these things.” 
Luke 23v49.

          As life gradually seeped out of Him, Jesus had one last wish – He wanted
His mother to be well cared for after His death. And He knew just the right
person for the job.
      Being the first Son of the Mary-Joseph household, it was His duty to
ensure financial security for His mother. 
       It is believed that by this time, Joseph His father had died. Some even
believed that Mary had remarried, or that she had her last few children with
another man.
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      As the first Son, Jesus was supposed to be the One to inherit Joseph’s
thriving business as the local Carpenter. 
        Instead, He had abandoned His responsibilities, their home and family
business at Nazareth, and He had relocated to Capernaum to become a
Prophet, a Rabbi.
        It was possible that Jesus had been supporting his mother, but the Bible
was silent on that.
        However, on the Cross, when He was ready to depart, Jesus made plans
for His mother to be well and adequately looked after.
     From His vantage point at the Cross, Jesus looked and saw a small
company – a company comprising of three ladies, and one gentleman. 

 What were the identities of these individuals? 
        Well, we knew one of them had to be Jesus’ Mom, but then, let us check
what the Bible said.

Matthew 27v56: “Among them were Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.”

Mark 15v40: “Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome.”

John 19v25: “Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother and her sister, 
 as well as Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary Magdalene.”

~
         First, all these writers agreed that there was a young lady known as Mary
Magdalene. 
      There was one Salome, who was later identified as Mrs Zebedee, the
Mother of James and John – the two sons of Zebedee. It was therefore no
surprise that her son John was there as well.
         Salome seemed to have a strong friendship with Jesus’ mother, although
some sources believed they were blood relations, especially considering that
John in his gospel referred to Salome, his own Mother as “Mary’s sister”.
        There was another lady, known as “Mary the mother of James the younger and
of Joseph”. We do know that the two blood brothers of Jesus were James and
Joseph Jr., suggesting that this Mary was indeed the Mother of Jesus.
     John also mentioned perhaps a fourth woman Mary – a Mrs Clopas,
among others.
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        At the scene of crucifixion, John at some points pulled Mary the Mother
of Jesus away from the group, most likely to comfort her through the horror
of watching her Son murdered mercilessly without committing a crime. 

 Or perhaps to escort her as she wanted to move closer to her darling Son.
 At that point, Jesus called their attention.
 Pssst!

“When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, 
 He said to His mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 
 Then He said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

 So, from that hour, this disciple took her into his home.” John 19v26.
~

      Jesus established a new mother-son relationship between His beloved
Mother and His beloved disciple.
        Jesus called His mother “Woman” for a second time, just like He said at
the beginning of His ministry at a wedding ceremony held at Cana in Galilee.

 In delicate twists, Jesus tried to delineate business from emotions: 
       Calling Mary “Mother” might not be appropriate at that point because it
would cut through the already wounded heart of Mary. Calling her “Woman”
on the other hand indicated Jesus distancing Himself from such relationship. 

 The “old” had passed, the “new” had begun.
          John knew what to do. He took Mary into his own home and loved her as
his mother.
       It is important to remember that at this point, Jesus and His company
were all on pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. So, when Jesus
handed over the care of His mother to John, John took her to his own house,
in Jerusalem.
        This again suggested that John (or at least the Zebedee family) had another
home where they could stay while in Jerusalem.
          It also corroborated the claim made by the Gospels that John able to gain
easy access to the High Priest’s Palace during Jesus’ trial because he was well
known to the High Priest himself.
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JESUS AND HIS BROTHERS

 
         James – the half-brother of Jesus – should have been the one to take up
the responsibility of caring for their Mother Mary, being the second born.

 However, it appeared James could not be trusted.
         His absence from the entire crucifixion event spoke volumes. And it was
quite disturbing too!

 How could he not be there?
      It was possible, though unlikely, that James did not leave Nazareth to
come to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast; in that case, the absence would be
justifiable. 
         However, it was also possible that James was not there at the crucifixion
simply because he couldn’t care less. James stopped caring a long time ago.
     It is no secret that the relationship between Jesus and His younger
brothers was strained. They were Jesus’ number one critics, and they were
not Believers.
     Jesus had four brothers – James, Joseph Jr (Joses), Judas (Jude), and
Simon; and at least two sisters. (See Mark 6v3. See also Matthew 13v55.) 
         Sadly, while He was still alive in the flesh, these siblings were not on the
same team with Jesus. There was a general consensus in Nazareth – where
they all lived before Jesus relocated to Capernaum – that Jesus must have
gone “cuckoo”. And Jesus did not seem to care either!
        One day, in the early days of His ministry, while Jesus was teaching the
people, Mary and her four sons decided to pay Jesus an emergency visit. The
purpose was to force Him to abandon His new nomadic lifestyle and make
Him come back home.

 However, Jesus totally ignored them. Ghosted them.
Mark 3v21: 

“When His family heard about this [His ministry], they went out to take custody of
Him, saying, “He is out of His mind.”

Luke 8v19-20:
“Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see Him, but they were unable to reach Him

because of the crowd. He was told, “Your mother and Your brothers are standing
outside, wanting to see You.””
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Mark 3v33:
“But Jesus replied, “Who is My mother, and who are My brothers?””

~
 Jesus publicly denied His family members. 

       He chose rather to identify with the random people who followed Him
and who were doing the Will of the Father! 

 See Matthew 12v46-50; Mark 3v31-35; and Luke 8v19-21 for more.
         Their family unit was not a functional team, and not in the best form, to
put it nicely.
         Shortly after that bit of drama, when Jesus was done with the ministries
that He was busy with at that time, He decided to go back home, to
Nazareth, to see His family. However, He too was rejected!
         Jesus was rejected! By the people of His hometown. By His relatives. And
even by His own household. 

 See Matthew 13v53-58; Mark 6v1-6; Luke 4v16-30 for more on this.
      The people knew Him; He was the Son of Mary. Obviously, His father
Joseph wasn’t mentioned here, presumably because he had passed on, and
Jesus had become the Carpenter.
         It has also been speculated by some that Mary had by this time remarried
and perhaps had her younger children with the new husband.

Mark 6v3:
“The people of Nazareth scoffed, and said about Him: “

Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of James, Joses, Judas, and
Simon? Aren’t His sisters here with us as well?” 

And they took offense at Him.”
Matthew 13v55-57:

““Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? 
Isn’t His mother’s name Mary, and aren’t His brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and

Judas?  Aren’t all His sisters with us as well? 
Where then did this man get all these things?” 

And they took offense at Him.”
~

     In a surprising turn of events, Jesus appeared to be hurt, or at least
disappointed by their poor reception. 
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        Jesus responded to the rejection by expressing how disappointed He felt
by it. In fact, He could not perform many miracles there. 

 They just did not want Him!
Matthew 6v4: 

Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is without honour only in his hometown, 
among his relatives, and in his own household.”

Luke 4v23: 
“Surely you will quote this proverb to Me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! 

Do here in Your hometown what we have heard that You did in Capernaum.’”
       Jesus’ brother continued to mock Him. They told Him that to His face!
They believed He was chasing clout, and that His real intention was to be
famous.
       There was a time they were all supposed to travel to Jerusalem together
for the Feast of Tabernacles, and they told Him to go public, in Jerusalem!

“So, Jesus’ brothers said to Him, 
“Leave here and go to Judea, 

so that Your disciples there may see the works You are doing. 
For no one who wants to be known publicly acts in secret. 

Since You are doing these things, show Yourself to the world.” 
For even His own brothers did not believe in Him.”  John 7v4.

         Eventually, they could not travel together! 
    Jesus stayed behind while they travelled, although He later went to
Jerusalem for the feast, but in secret.

RECONCILIATION, REDEMPTION, RESTORATION
 They say blood is always thicker than water: 

       Regardless of this unbelievable strain in their relationships, Jesus loved
His family dearly, especially His brother James. 

JAMES
 And He never gave up on them.
 On James.

         He could have tossed their mother to the highest bidder at the Cross, but
after His resurrection, Jesus went looking for James!
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When Peter was miraculously saved from prison, he sent a message to
James:

When Paul became converted and visited Jerusalem for the first time, he
looked for James:

Paul later referred to James as a “pillar”!

Furthermore, when that the popular, high power “Church council
meeting” of Acts 15 was held at the HQ in Jerusalem, it was presided over
by James! 

“Then [Jesus] appeared to James...” 
1Corinthians 15v7.

 James becomes one of the earliest witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection. 
      After the ascension of Jesus, James stayed back in Jerusalem, together
with their Mother, and his brothers, as they all waited in prayers with other
disciples for Pentecost – a gathering of one hundred and twenty people.

 We read in Acts 1v14:
“With one accord they all continued in prayer, 

along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with His brothers.” 

~
        And when the Holy Spirit descended on Pentecost – just fifty days from
when Jesus was crucified – all members of Jesus’ household were there in
that upper room to receive the Holy Spirit.
         From Pentecost forward, James’ status and visibility within the church at
Jerusalem began to grow. James remained in Jerusalem to take over, and to
watch over the Church of his big brother, Jesus.

 And he did an amazing job!

“Send word to James.” Acts 12v17

“But I saw none of the other apostles except James,the Lord’s brother.” 
Galatians 1v19.

“James, Cephas, and John – those reputed to be pillars – 
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship” Galatians 2v9.

James was the one who gave the final verdicts.
“When they had finished speaking, James declared…. 

It is my judgement, therefore….” Acts 15v13&19.
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Many years later, he wrote a book in the Bible: The General Epistle of
James.

        Reading through his verdicts of Acts 15v14-21, one would see a man who
relied heavily on the scriptures, who sought to foster peace within the
church, who emphasised grace over law and who showed genuine interest
and love for Gentile Believers.

JUDE
   James was not the only “brother of Jesus” who experienced such
transformation. His brother Jude too had a similar encounter! Like James,
Jude later went ahead to write a Book of the Bible. The Book of Jude.

In his opening statement, Jude wrote:
“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, 

to those who are called, loved by God the Father, and kept in Jesus Christ:” 
Jude 1v1.

~
         It is unbelievable how a man’s life – James’ life, and Jude’s life – changed
overnight.

 They were not even disciples of Jesus when He was with them! 
 They hated Jesus. 
 However, Jesus never gave up on them! 

         The transformation of Jesus’ brothers was a testament to the redemptive
and transforming power of Jesus. 
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No More Games.
 

 Once Jesus completed that final wish, He switched off!
     Those words – “Woman, here is your son”, and “[Son] Here is your
mother” – marked the end of His communications with humans.

 No more games.
       His business with mortals in the human flesh was over. It was time for
Him to complete the purpose for which He came.

 It was time to deal with the big stuff.
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Famous Last Words: The Interlude
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday afternoon (12noon to 3:00 pm)

        The last people Jesus spoke with were His Mother and John. Thereafter,
Jesus stopped talking to people, and He focused on His “job”.

 And nature responded accordingly: There was an Eclipse of God!
         The gospels recorded that at noon, there was something going on in the
cosmic world, because the light of the sun became “obscured”:

Matthew 27v45 (NLT):
“At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock.”

Mark 16v33:
“From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.”

Luke 23v44:
“It was now about the sixth hour, 

and darkness came over all the land until the ninth hour. 
The sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn down the middle.”

~
 The big question now is: Was Jesus crucified during a solar eclipse?

~
 For interest’s sake, let’s just look at a few definitions of an eclipse.

An eclipse: this is the obscuring of the light from one celestial body by the
passage of another celestial body between it and the observer. An eclipse can
be total, partial, or annular.
A lunar eclipse: this occurs when the Earth passes between the Moon and the
Sun, with the Earth’s shadow obscuring the moon or a portion of it.
A solar eclipse: this occurs when the Moon passes between the Earth and the
Sun, obscuring all or a portion of the Sun.
         So, if there was this darkness like what the Bible continued to emphasise,
we needed to be sure if we were not just reading fables.

 Well, as expected, there had been lots of arguments over this. 
       However, in my searches, I found that scholars, researchers, as well as
reputable aeronautics and space agencies have confirmed, that there were
lots of “eclipses” around the time of Jesus. 
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Specifically, and quite awe-inspiring as well, 
a partial lunar eclipse occurred on a date we now know on our calendar as 

the 3rd of April in 33 A.D., 
and it lasted for two hours and fifty minutes!

That was the day that many believed Jesus died.
~

       This is rather sobering, if we think about it, how such vital information
could be confirmed, not just by reading the pages of an ancient book, but by
checking “facts” as well.
       Even though the Bible described what looked like a solar eclipse, rather
than a lunar, and I cannot guarantee whether it was a lunar or a solar eclipse,
but that was enough evidence to suggest something going on in the visible
heavens!
         Likewise, about that same time, earthquake activities were noted around
the Dead Sea, not quite far from Jerusalem, corroborating the Biblical claims
that there was an earthquake the Sunday morning when Jesus resurrected.
        Furthermore, in addition to the eclipse, there was a tearing apart of the
veil – from the top to the bottom of it.
        For the next three hours, darkness covered the land. During those three
hours, Jesus was mute, He stopped talking.
       We have reasons to believe those three hours were the hours where the
sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Himself was being offered as an atonement for sin.

 Those were the hours when Jesus carried the load of sin.
 Those  were the hours when He was made a sin for us.
 Those were hours of great spiritual warfare – for the souls of mankind! 

       Jesus had yielded Himself to go through the horrors of crucifixion, and
just like the sacrificial Lamb that was being led to her shearers, He uttered no
words.
      After those three hours had expired, at around 3:00 p.m., Jesus spoke
again! 
         By that time, Jesus had hung for six hours on that cursed tree.
        As soon as Jesus broke the silence, the events that followed happened in
rapid succession.
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Famous Last Words #4
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday afternoon (around 3:00 pm)

“About the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” 

When some of those standing there heard this, 
they said, “He is calling Elijah.”

Matthew 27v46-47 (Mark 15v34-35)
(Ninth hour meant three o’clock in the afternoon).

~
         When Jesus finally broke the silence, after three hours of dead silence, He
screamed some strings of words in Aramaic!
       It could possibly be a shout of anguish, because of the unbearable pain
His broken body was enduring.
         However, and more importantly, it was a distress call that was generated
because of the sacrifice He was making: offering Himself and pouring
Himself out as the ultimate sacrifice, once and for all.
       Jesus had given Himself up as a sacrifice. He had rescued the souls of
mankind. He had torn the curtain – the veil of the Temple. And the offering
was still going on.

 And through these, the Father forsook Him! 
         The Father abandoned Him, albeit temporarily. It was uncertain for how
long, but Jesus was essentially stripped of the immunity, stripped of His
superpowers, and the Father forsook Him!
        Jesus screamed in anguish, challenging the Father – asking why He was
not getting help, and why the Father had to leave Him and let Him go
through that sacrificial fire all alone.

 People around Him thought He was calling Elijah.
        Only a handful of them recognised that He was speaking in a speaking a
foreign language. 

 Aramaic.
        And that He was quoting a Messianic scripture that was written by King
David himself in Psalms 22v1.
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 “Abba” in Mark 14v36.
 “Ephphatha” in Mark 7v34.
 “Mammon” in Matthew 6v24.
 “Raca” in Matthew 5v22.
 “Korban” in Matthew 27v6.
 He was called “Rabboni” in John 20v16.
 He screamed “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” in Matthew 27v46.

         The crowd had a mix of reactions – they were angry, shocked, surprised,
and confused. How could that Man still be alive and be able to scream after they had
managed to silence Him for the past three hours? They reacted angrily to Him, and
they were ready to deal with any Elijah who would dare come near to deliver
Him!

ARAMAIC

 
       Jesus spoke a lot in Aramaic when He was here on earth. It is generally
agreed by historians that Jesus and His disciples primarily spoke Aramaic as
their first language.
    For starters, both Nazareth and Capernaum where Jesus lived into
adulthood were Aramaic-speaking communities. Jesus might have spoken
some Greek as well, and as a Jew, He would be required to know some
Hebrew.

 However, Aramaic was the language of choice.
      Obviously, there would be lots more Hebrew speaking people there in
Jerusalem, compared to the Northern towns in the regions of Galilee where
they spoke more of Aramaic.
       Aramaic was the common language of Judea in the first century AD; it
was the language of trade, and most likely the Galilean had their own unique
Aramaic dialect.
        It is interesting to see how often Jesus used Aramaic words and phrases,
which were left in their original form, without being translated in the Bible.

 A few examples of these words are:
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         Jesus was not the only one who used the Aramaic language in the Bible as
His everyday language in the Bible. Obviously, his family and followers too
would.
         Perhaps, one of the earliest recorded conversation spoken in Aramaic in
the Bible was in Genesis 31 – between Jacob (who later became Israel) and
Laban his father-in-law. 
        It appeared Laban and his household, including his daughters Leah and
Rachael all spoke Aramaic.
         When Laban and Jacob both made a pact to part ways, following years of
feuding, they gave different names to the location of their pact: Laban gave it
an Aramaic name, while Joseph gave it a Hebrew name.

“Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, and Jacob called it Galeed.” 
Genesis 31v47.

         Aramaic also found its way in much larger chunks into some books of the
Bible.

 For example: 
        More than half of the Book of Daniel was written in Aramaic. The writer
just switched to Aramaic, and probably forgot to switch back to Hebrew. 

 Likewise Book of Ezra.
     Today, Aramaic is not popularly spoken anymore. However, it is still
spoken by a few modern Aramaic communities. Aramaic remains a spoken,
literary, and liturgical language for some selected Christians and some Jews,
as well as some Middle Eastern communities such as in Iraq, Syria, Turkey
and Iran.
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Famous Last Words #5
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday afternoon (around 3:00 pm)

“I am Thirsty.” John 19v28.
~

    As Jesus continued to feel the heat, He challenged the Father for
abandoning Him in the “cold”. 

 Shortly after that, he realised everything had indeed been completed. 
 There was nothing more to add. And nothing to remove. 
 A true definition of perfection! 

“After this, knowing that everything had now been accomplished, and to fulfil the
Scripture, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”” John 19v28.

      Jesus spoke to nobody in particular. However, some of the angry and
ambitious bystanders decided to do something about it – in response to the
erroneous idea that Jesus was talking to an Elijah. And now, perhaps because
Elijah did not show up, He was changing his tricks and claiming that He was
indeed “thirsty”.  They offered Him sour wine.

 “A jar of sour wine was sitting there. 
So, they soaked a sponge in the wine, put it on a stalk of hyssop, 

and lifted it to His mouth… 
Jesus had received the sour wine.” 

John 19v29-30a. (See also Matthew 27v48, Mark 15v36.)
        That would be the second time someone would offer Jesus something to
drink while at Calvary. It may be compared to the initial gesture He got when
they all just arrived at the execution hill:

“They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha, 
which means The Place of the Skull. 

There they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh, 
but He did not take it.” 

Mark 15v22-23. (See also, Matthew 27v33-34; Luke 23v33a; John 19v17b).
        Contrary to His initial reaction when He was first offered the medicinal
drink which he refused, this second time around, he received it.

 So, what was so special about the hyssop?
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HYSSOP
 

      In the Bible, and from a historical perspective, Hyssop was a plant that
generally signified “cleansing” or “purification”. 
       It was not a surprise, therefore, that just minutes before Jesus died, the
hyssop plant made a short but significant appearance.
       Hyssop was a kind of plant that thrived in the most difficult and in the
most stubborn terrains. It sprouted on rocks; it grew on walls. In fact, King
Solomon in his wisdom did not only research the majestic cedars of Lebanon,
but hyssop also caught his attention.

“Solomon composed three thousand proverbs, 
and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He spoke of trees, 
from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop growing in the wall…” 

1Kings 4v32-33.
      Hyssop was a valuable plant used in worship; even before the Temples
were built, right from the very first Passover as recorded in Exodus chapter
12, the hyssop had been relevant and recognised as an element of worship.
 

“Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and told them, 
“Go at once and select for yourselves a lamb for each family 

and slaughter the Passover lamb. 
 Take a cluster of hyssops, 

dip it into the blood in the basin, and brush the top 
and the two side posts of the door frame with some of the blood… 
 When the LORD passes through to strike down the Egyptians, 

 He will see the blood on the top and the two side posts and pass over the door; 
 so He will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.” 

Exodus 12v21-23.
       A few decades later, Moses gave a lot of instructions about worship and
spoke a lot about the use of the hyssop plant, recommending it as an
ingredient to be used by the Priesthood, as well as other people, as part of the
cleansing ceremonies.
      Some of these instructions for cleansing may be found in the Book of
Leviticus chapter 14, and Numbers chapter 19.
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Numbers 19v18:
“Then a man who is ceremonially clean is to take some hyssop, dip it in the water, and

sprinkle the tent, all the furnishings, and the people who were there…”
Leviticus 14v4:

“The priest shall order that two live clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop be
brought for the one to be cleansed.”

Leviticus 14v52:
And [the priest] shall cleanse the house with the bird’s blood, the fresh water, the live

bird, the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet yarn.
 

THE RED HEIFER: KILLED OUTSIDE THE CAMP

        Perhaps the most important mention of the hyssop in the old testament
was in connection to the Red Heifer, as it was a “prototype” of Jesus Christ, as
described in Numbers 19v1-10.
         The young female animal, the heifer, unblemished, no defects, never had
babies, and never ridden a yolk, must be taken to the outskirts and sacrificed
there.
      That was just like Jesus was dragged to the outskirt of the city, to the
mount called Golgotha, where He was sacrificed.
         The red heifer would be killed and thereafter it would be burnt, without
sparing any part.

“The priest is to take cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet wool 
and throw them onto the burning heifer.”  Numbers 19v6.

    And the Priest in charge of that red heifer would be impure and
ceremonially unclean, because of that heifer sacrifice, until he washed.
          The ashes of the burnt heifer would later be used for: 

“preparing the water of purification; this is for purification from sin.” Numbers 19v9.
         A Sin-Offering was also described in Leviticus 4, whereby a bull, or a goat,
or sometimes lamb, must be sacrificed within the Temple (then still a Tent of
Meeting), as covering for sins.
       The writer of the Book of Hebrew later spoke of the red heifer, and the
other animals, as prototypes, albeit inferior, to the perfect work of
redemption that Christ did on the Cross.
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 He wrote:
“For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 

sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them 
so that their bodies are clean, how much more will the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, 

purify our consciences from works of death,
 so that we may serve the living God!” 

Hebrews 9v13-14

HYSSOP BEYOND MOSES
 
     In the above scriptures, we cannot but notice the keywords and key
phrases used.
       These include  the hyssop and scarlet yarn. The scarlet yarn, the blood,
and the red heifer had something in common – they were all red.
       God however offered a cleansing, a transformation, to all, an event that
was perfected once and for all at Calvary!

In Psalm 51v7, King David once prayed:
“Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”

And in Isaiah 1v18, an offer was made:
“Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. 

“Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be as white as snow; 
though they are as red as crimson, they will become like wool.”

The writer of Hebrew also added:
Hebrew 9v19:

“For when Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he
took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and

sprinkled the scroll and all the people…”
Hebrew 9v22:

“According to the law, in fact, nearly everything must be purified with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”
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Hebrew 9v24-28:
“For Christ did not enter a man-made copy of the true sanctuary, 

but He entered heaven itself, now to appear on our behalf in the presence of God. 
Nor did He enter heaven to offer Himself again and again,

 as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year 
with blood that is not his own… 

But now He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages 
to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself…

so also Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many…”
      While there were lots of parallel between the Old Testament cleansing
techniques, the red heifer of Numbers chapter 19, and Jesus, we do know that
Jesus was not burnt down at the city outskirts. 

 Instead, He was crucified.
       During the Transfiguration of Jesus, two important icons from the Old
Testament appeared to him – Moses and Elijah – representing the Law and
the Prophets, both in glory.

 I believe that was when the decision was made:
         He was not going to be dragged to the city outskirts and burnt into ashes
at the outskirts like those sacrificial animals as seen in the Laws of Moses.

 He was not going to be beheaded like one of the prophets.
 Rather He would undergo a formal trial and sentenced to death. 
 By crucifixion.
 

THE WINE JESUS DRANK
 
        On His arrival to Golgotha, Jesus was initially offered “wine mixed with
gall/myrrh” – something to numb the pain while the nails were being driven.

 Needless to say, Jesus refused it.
      At the end of six hours, when he had completed the sacrifice, He was
offered another drink – a sponge full of sour wine, held up to Him on the
stalk of hyssop; a reaction from angry bystanders to keep Him a bit awake
and refreshed so they could prolong His pain.

 To keep the pains more raw and vivid.
 This time around, Jesus took it.
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Famous Last Words #6
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday afternoon (around 3:00 pm)

“Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, 
“Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.””

Luke 23v46a.
~

 We can now safely conclude that the sour wine had got nothing on Jesus.
       The angry onlookers were shocked when Jesus spoke again for the first
time in three hours because they thought He probably died already.
       However, His scream jolted them into reality – their Prisoner was still
very much alive! 
         Jesus had been through the fire. He had lost so much blood. His body
was falling apart, but His Spirit continued to fight. He was given sour wine,
to keep Him alive and prolong His suffering, but He had other plans.

 His work was over.
 He spoke again, in a loud voice: 

“Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.”
 His Spirit was leaving the broken carcass. 

       And He made the announcement to the people of the world that it was
over. 

Seconds later, He died.
“Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.”

And when He had said this, He breathed His last.” 
Luke 23v46

       One would wonder where a dying man got all the energy to speak in a
loud voice.
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Famous Last Words #7
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday afternoon (around 3:00 pm)

“It is finished” John 19v30b.
~

 This was the last and final utterance of Jesus on earth. 
 His parting words.

       It is finished! Done! Accomplished! It indeed was finished. His earthly
business. His human Presence.

 He came. And He conquered all.
         Perfection! There was nothing more to add. And there was nothing more
to subtract. He completed His race, and He could confidently declare: 

“It is finished”.
Tetelestai. Τετέλεσται. It is finished!

 The Greek word translated “it is finished” is the word tetelestai. 
      Some have argued, that this phrase tetelestai was a legal term, and an
accounting and bookkeeping term that showed a bill was “PAID IN FULL”.
     It has been described, that in the first century, receipts were often
introduced by the phrase tetelestai, usually written in an abbreviated manner.
     Also, when debts owed were fully paid, the term tetelestai would be
stamped on the paper documenting that the debt owed had been paid.
        When prisoners were serving time, at the end of their full sentence, the
term tetelestai would be stamped on the documents containing a list of their
crimes.
         So, when Jesus cried “it is finished” as His exit statement, He knew exactly
what He was saying, and what He was alluding to.

 The transaction had been successful, and the receipt had been issued. 
       The debt had been paid, in full. The sentence had been served and the
captives had been set free. It is finished, indeed.

 With that, Jesus released His spirit.  
 He Died!

        One would wonder where a dying Man got all the energy to still speak in a
loud voice.
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 THE GOOD SHEPHERD
 

        The Man Jesus, who appeared to be invincible, had finally succumbed to
death. 

 Or so it seemed. 
      However, in the words of Jesus Himself, He did not concede, He only
yielded!

Matthew 27v50:
“When Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He yielded up His spirit.”

Mark 15v37:
“But Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed His last.”

John 19v30:
“When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished.” And bowing His

head, He yielded up His spirit.”
     Earlier on, in John chapter 10, Jesus described Himself as the Good
Shepherd. What He did on the Cross was something any good shepherd
would do.

 Below are some of the declarations Jesus made about Himself. 
 He said:

John 10v11:
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”

John 10v14-15:
“I am the good shepherd. I know My sheep and My sheep know Me … 

and I know the Father. 
And I lay down My life for the sheep.”

John 10v17-18:
“The reason the Father loves Me is that 

I lay down My life in order to take it up again. 
No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. 

I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This charge I have received from My Father.”

       Jesus confirmed that His death was a willing act, motivated by love for
His sheep. He had the authority, and He used it the way He deemed best, for
the benefit of humankind! 
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        He was the Good Shepherd. He was not a hired hand. He truly cared for
His sheep. He would give up his life, just to protect His sheep.
         Before David became the King, while he was still a shepherd boy, he gave
a practical demonstration of what it meant to be a good shepherd in the book
of 1Samuel chapter 17. He showed this in his testimony to King Saul when he,
David, took on the challenge to fight Goliath:

1Samuel 17v34-36:
“Your servant has been tending his father’s sheep, 

and whenever a lion or a bear came and carried off a lamb from the flock, 
I went after it, struck it down, and delivered the lamb from its mouth. 

If it reared up against me, I would grab it by its fur, strike it down, and kill it. 
-Your servant has killed lions and bears…”

        Killing a wild animal was no small feat, all for the purpose of rescuing a
harmless sheep! A hireling would run for dear life, but not the good
shepherd. Rather, he would intentionally put himself in the face of danger, to
protect his sheep. 

 That was exactly what Jesus did.
        Unperturbed by the consequences, He made the ultimate sacrifice – He
gave up His life, to redeem mankind, and restore humankind to the Father.
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 The Long Walk to Calvary was over, or so it seemed. 
 And we are sort of disappointed. 

      Our dear Jesus had been killed. Executed. Crucified. That was not the
happy ending we were looking for.

 However, the reality was that the journey had just begun!
    Because for every physical event that occurred during the trial and
execution of Jesus, there was a much bigger spiritual connotation of such. 

 Like I mentioned earlier, things were not always what they seemed.
         The powerful story of Crucifixion holds great significance to the Christian
faith. For in the heart Christianity lays the incredible crucifixion event – the
central historical event in the Christian faith: 

Without Crucifixion, there is no Redemption.

 The journey continued, now, let us keep going! 
         In this section of the Long Walk to Calvary, beyond the physical violence
that culminated in the death of the Lord, we shall be taking a deeper look into
the spiritual implications of the Crucifixion.
 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART IX. 
THE SPIRITUAL SACRIFICE 

201



GOOD FRIDAY: The Earth Responded
 

 Jesus had died! His earthly ministry was over. 
         The Religious Leaders were ecstatic; their archenemy had died, and they
didn’t have to “soil their hands”! The Roman government did their dirty
business for them, making it as legitimate as it could ever get.

 However, immediately Jesus died, a lot of other events happened. 
         Jesus’ death was so powerful that the earth responded to it. You may call
these responses supernatural; you may call them paranormal, but one thing
was clear – they were phenomenally beyond the human realm. 
        There was already the three-hour eclipse that left the whole place in  utter
darkness at noon – a scary experience. 
         I did mention earlier that around the time Jesus was crucified, in AD 33,
there were lots of seismic activity within the perimeter, according to research
authorities that monitor earthquakes.
       According to the Bible, there was an earthquake as soon as Jesus died,
and there was another earthquake the morning Jesus resurrected as we shall
see. These activities have been confirmed to be possible.

 And right after Jesus died, 
“the earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs broke open, and many people resurrected” 

 Matthew 27v52-53.
      The people were afraid, which was understandable, and especially the
Centurion – the army officer in charge of the soldiers – was shocked as well,
together with all the soldiers who were with him at the crucifixion guarding
the Prisoner on the Cross. 

 The Centurion declared, 
“Surely, this Man was no ordinary man; He was the Son of God.” 

         The crowd too began to disperse, beating their chest perhaps out of fear,
anxiety, or remorse.
        Beyond these, Matthew and Mark in their Gospels described something
remarkable: 

 A ripping sound was heard. 
 The Temple Veil. It tore. From top. To bottom!
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THE TEMPLE VEIL
 

      In Exodus 26v31-35, God gave Moses instructions regarding a piece of
fabric simply called “the Veil”:

“Make a veil of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and finely spun linen,
 with cherubim skilfully worked into it. 

 Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood, 
 overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases. 

 And hang the veil from the clasps 
and place the ark of the Testimony behind the veil. 

 So, the veil will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.” 
Exodus 26vs31-33.

~
 The Veil was designed to screen off the Ark of Covenant:

Put the ark of the Testimony in [the Tabernacle] and screen off the ark with the veil. 
 Exodus 40v3.

 However, at the death of Jesus, God Himself tore up “the Veil”!
“When Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He yielded up His spirit. 

At that moment 
the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.” 

 Matthew 27v50-51 (See also Mark 15v37-38)
 What was so special about this veil? 
 And what significance did it hold, then, and now? 

      This book explored the significance of the veil and of the “veil ripping”
event. But first, we shall take a look at the High Priest and the Sacrifice.
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JESUS: THE HIGH PRIEST & THE SACRIFICE

 
         On a certain Passover afternoon, at around 3:00 p.m., Jesus hung lifeless
on the Cross.
         The Bible revealed to us, repeatedly, that the death of Jesus on the Cross
was not just a random way of dying. 

THE DEATH OF JESUS WAS A SACRIFICE. 

         The Sacrificial Lamb was killed for one purpose – to take away the sin of
humankind.
      John the Baptist made this clear when he was presenting Jesus to the
world at the beginning of His ministry. 

 John the Baptist announced this in the Book of John 1v29: 
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, 
 who takes away the sin of the world!”

~
       Several decades later, Jesus’ best friend – John the Apostle – made this
assertion in 1John 2v1-2, where he described Jesus as  “Atoning Sacrifice”.

 He said,
“My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you will not sin. 

 But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate before the Father – 
 Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

 He Himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
 but also for the sins of the whole world.”

~
        The writer of Hebrew made an elaborate detailing of the work of Christ
on the Cross in the background of the Temple System. Between chapters 7
and 11 of his Book, this person revealed Jesus, both as the High Priest and as
the Sacrifice.

 He noted, quoting a prophecy by King David in Psalms 110, that:
“Jesus became a priest with an oath by the One who said to Him: 

 “The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind: 
‘You are a priest forever.’”   Hebrews 7v21.
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 He called Jesus a “permanent High Priest”, saying that:
“because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood” 

(Hebrew 7v24). 
 He also called Christ:

“the mediator of a new covenant” 
(Hebrew 9v15).

He further wrote of the uniqueness of Jesus’ Priesthood.
In Hebrews 7v27, he wrote:

“Unlike the other high priests, [Jesus] does not need to offer daily sacrifices, 
 first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people; 

 He sacrificed for sin once for all when He offered up Himself.”~
      Then in the chapters that followed, he shifted his focus to Jesus as the
Sacrifice, alluding that Jesus was not only the High Priest, but also the
Sacrifice to be offered.
        King David, in his prophecies about Jesus described Jesus’ submission to
the Father’s Will as a sharp diversion from the norm, because He gave up the
body as a sacrifice. 
       The writer of Hebrew in his Book quoted from these prophecies made by
King David, as written in Psalms 40 when he wrote:

“Sacrifice and offering You (God) did not desire, 
but a body You prepared for Me… 

 Then I (Jesus) said, ‘Here I am, it is written about Me in the scroll: 
 I have come to do Your will, O God.’” 

Hebrew 10v5-7.
       Jesus, the High Priest, entered the Most Holy Place, to offer a sacrifice
like all the high priests had done since the Law was given, but this time
around, not with the blood of any animal, instead He sacrificed Himself!

 Because, without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
 That was what happened on the Cross. 

      When nature went into darkness, He was entering the dark room, the
Most Holy Place, to make an eternal Sacrifice.

“He did not enter by the blood of goats and calves, 
 but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood, 

 thus securing eternal redemption.” Hebrew 9v12
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         That sacrifice was a “once for all” sacrifice; it did not need to be repeated
at any other time.

“So also, Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many” 
Hebrews 9v28.

         The Day of Atonement was six months away from Passover, according to
Jewish Laws, but on that special day when Jesus was crucified, both Passover
and Atonement days met in one, when the High Priest entered the Holy of
Holies, with the Blood of Sacrifice, to complete the work of redemption.

 It was a perfect sacrifice. 
 No more blood needed to be shed at any point, and for any reason. 
 Because Jesus did it all. 

       We can thus confidently say that any religion, or any religious practice
that involves the shedding blood for any reason is not from God.
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THE HOLY OF HOLIES
 

       The Most Holy Place, otherwise known as the “Holy of Holies” was that
part of the Tabernacle, and later, of the Temple that was regarded as
possessing the utmost degree of holiness and inaccessibility; into which no
one was permitted to enter except the High Priest, and even he would only
enter once a year on Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement), to offer the blood
of sacrifice and incense. 

 The Holy of Holies was located behind the veil!
      On the Day of Atonement, the Priest passed through the Veil, into the
Holy of Holies. It was considered the “holiest day”, a complete day of rest and
mostly associated with long prayer services. 
       On that day, the High Priest would remove his vestment (clothing) that
featured gold, and an array of precious stones and all the finest material, and
he would enter the Holy of Holies in a simple, pristine white linen garment,
without a touch of opulence or grandeur. 

 Read Leviticus 16 for more on the Day of Atonement.
        The Holy of Holies was a perfect cube room, measuring 20 cubits by 20
cubits by 20 cubits. Twenty cubits is approximately 30 feet, although some
believe it might be longer than that. 
        It was located in the westernmost end of the Temple building, sealed off
in complete darkness, and its walls were overlaid with gold. 
         The writer of Hebrew beautifully described the Tabernacle (or Temple) in
the following verses.

Hebrew 9v1-5:
Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.

 A tabernacle was prepared. 
In its first room were the lampstand, the table, and the consecrated bread. 

This was called the Holy Place. 
Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 

containing the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. 
Inside the ark were the gold jar of manna, 

Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 
Above the ark were the cherubim of glory, overshadowing the mercy seat. 

But we cannot discuss these things in detail now.
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        The content of the Holy of Holies, originally, was just one thing: The Ark
of Covenant.
      The Ark of Covenant a wooden chest overlaid with gold, containing the
two stones of the ten commandments, Aaron’s rod that budded and a golden
pot of manna. (See Hebrews 9v4 above.)
        Overlaying the Ark of the Covenant, at the very top of it, was the golden
slab known as the “Mercy Seat” – the atonement cover, that was flanked by
two golden angels (cherubs) with long wings facing each other. 

(See Hebrews 9v5 above.)
      The Holy of Holies did not have a door; however, it was sealed off by a
massive curtain, known simply as “The Veil”.
      Obviously, in the days of Moses, and for many centuries thereafter, the
Most Holy Place was just a sealed off place in a tent/tabernacle. 
     However, as we read in 1Kings 6v1, some 500 years after Moses, King
Solomon began to build a befitting home for the Ark of the covenant. 

In the four hundred and eightieth year 
after the Israelites had come out of the land of Egypt,

 [Solomon] began to build the house of the LORD. 
1Kings 6v1

He followed the prototype and instruction that God gave Moses.
So, Solomon began to build the Temple of the LORD in Jerusalem 

on Mount Moriah… 
 He made the Most Holy Place 30 feet wide, 

corresponding to the width of the Temple, and 30 feet deep. 
He overlaid its interior with 23 tons of fine gold. 

 The gold nails that were used weighed 20 ounces each. 
 He also overlaid the walls of the upper rooms with gold. 

 Across the entrance of the Most Holy Place, 
he hung a curtain made of fine linen,

 decorated with blue, purple, and scarlet thread 
and embroidered with figures of cherubim. 

2Chronicles 3v8,9 &14 (NLT)
~
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The Veil was such a big deal. 
      It was one long stretch of fabric, measuring thirty feet long, and thirty feet
wide! It was not some flimsy veil, but its thickness was about a palm’s width
– 4 inches thick. 

Massive. Colourful. Beautiful. 
And not transparent.

       It is believed that when King Herod rebuilt the second Temple, the King
extended the dimension such that the height went beyond 30 feet, to as high
as 45 to 60 feet. 
     Thus, while the Holy of Holies was still a square room, the height did
increase, and so did the dimension of the veil. 

Sixty feet tall, and thirty feet wide. 
        Tradition taught that there were two veils, made of brocade, with one on
top of the other, and with openings at the extreme end, such that when the
High Priest was to enter the Holy of Holies, he would go in through the one
end of one of the veils, slide in between the two veils for the thirty feet walk
and only then would he be able to enter the Most Holy Place through the
opening at the end of the second veil.
       The tearing of The Veil held a huge significance, not just because it was
physically impossible for one person to rip through such massive curtains,
but because it was a supernatural event, ripping it apart, from top to bottom.

The Holy of Holies was no longer a mystery. 
The Ark was no longer a mystery. 
The Mercy Seat was no longer shielded in darkness. 

        Because a High Priest entered that room, once and for all. Jesus. And He
made it open for all, for all of us, through His body. 

The Body of Jesus was the Veil! 
         And just like His Body was broken, so also did the Temple Veil tore, from
top to bottom.
     The writer of Hebrew wrote about the symbolism of the “veil-ripping”
event, comparing it to the tearing apart of the Body of Jesus. 
     In the same breath, he invited us all to come to the “Mercy Seat”, a
symbolism of the Throne of God: 
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 Because our High Priest had torn the curtain of the Temple! 
 He wrote:

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 
by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way opened for us 

 through the curtain of His body, 
 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
 having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience 

 and our bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10v19-22.
 And,

Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, 
 so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Hebrews 4v16.
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Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha..
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Friday afternoon (3:00-6:00 pm)

        Jesus died at about 3:00 pm on that Good Friday, but that was not where
the story ended. 

 Several other events happened in rapid succession that same day. 
        The following day was a big day – the Sabbath of the Passover Festival –
also called the “High Sabbath”. 
        This made that Saturday an extremely important one, and just like every
Sabbath day, all activities called “work” must have to shut down by 6:00 pm
on that Friday, and work may recommence late afternoon on Saturday after
the Sabbath was over.

 Sabbath was a day of compulsory rest, and it must also be kept holy.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Exodus 20v8
For six days work shall be done, but on the seventh day 

 you are to have a holy Sabbath of complete rest to the LORD… 
 Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day. 

Exodus 35v2-3
     This meant that several activities must go on, against time, in quick
succession, and all the relevant individuals considered as stakeholders, both
Jesus’ friends and foes alike, were had to run against time.

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART X. 
AFTER JESUS’ DEATH: 

THE RACE AGAINST TIME



GOOD FRIDAY: PONTIUS PILATE AGAIN
 

It was the day of Preparation, and the next day was a High Sabbath. 
In order that the bodies would not remain on the cross during the Sabbath, 

 the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies removed. 
John 19v31.

~
         The Sanhedrin did not have much time to waste: 
        They did not want Jesus to still be on the Cross when the Sabbath began
at 6:00 p.m. They wanted their Prisoner dead by all means possible and at the
earliest time possible. 
         And they needed to be sure He was indeed dead so that they could focus
on the High Sabbath. 
        So, they went to the Governor again, asking him to make sure Jesus was
dead – by breaking His legs. 

 Governor Pilate did not have any objection to that. 
 He approved the breaking of Jesus’ legs, right away.

BREAK A LEG!
 

 The soldiers too wanted to leave the scene of the crucifixion. 
        It was getting late, and the earlier these men were dead, the earlier they
would be able to leave the scene. 

 So, they set to work, to break their legs.
        With their legs broken, they would choke up, asphyxiate, and die within
minutes, if they weren’t dead already.
      However, by the time they got to Jesus, they realised that He was dead
already. That was quick!

So, the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man 
who had been crucified with Jesus,  and those of the other. 

But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, 
 they did not break His legs. 

John 19v32-33.      
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         In Exodus chapter 12, during the first Passover, as the Israelites got ready
to depart Egypt, certain specific instructions were given to them regarding
the Passover Lamb. For example, it must be eaten inside one house.

 Another one of them involved breaking the legs!  
 You are not to take any of the meat outside the house, 

 and you may not break any of the bones. 
Exodus 12v46.

 And it was repeated in Numbers:
They may not leave any of it until morning or break any of its bones. 

 They must observe the Passover according to all its statutes. 
Numbers 9v12.

        David later wrote in His prophetic Psalms, how God carefully preserved
the legs of His Passover Lamb.

He protects all his bones; not one of them will be broken. 
Psalm 34v20. (See also John 19v36.)

 Since Jesus died already, there was no point in breaking His legs.

FAKING HIS OWN DEATH

 
 One ambitious soldier was not convinced: 
 Was Jesus truly dead? Or did He just pass out because of the pain? 

         This soldier probably knew how resilient the victims of crucifixion could
be. Even Jesus Himself had woken up three whopping hours of complete
silence. 

 He was probably doing that freaking thing again: Faking His own death!
      This ambitious soldier was not convinced that Jesus was dead. He was
probably also not happy that Jesus’ legs were not broken either. At least they
could have done that – break the legs – just to be sure. 

 So, he went for the proverbial “jugular” instead.
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, 

 and immediately blood and water flowed out. 
John 19v34.

~
 Such jabs go straight to the heart!
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      The blood that gushed out was most likely coming from the heart, or
perhaps He had suffered lots of internal bleeding. 
         The water could be coming from the peritoneum – i.e., the environment
within the abdomen, or from the pericardium – i.e., the surrounding of the
heart.
       These all pointed to the prophecy of Isaiah the prophet, when he wrote
about Jesus’ body being broken – body, not bone.

But He was pierced for our transgressions.
Isaiah 53v5.

        The piercing was important, as it spoke about some of the events of the
end of the age.
      Zechariah prophesied that the Jewish nation would one day recognise
Jesus as the one they “pierced” when he returned the second time, at the end
of the age, and they would morn and weep for their action. 

 See Zechariah 12v10, John 19v37. 
 This prophecy would be fulfilled at the battle of Armageddon. 

“Behold, I [Jesus] am coming like a thief... 
 And they assembled the kings in the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.”

 Revelation 16v15-16 .
~

    The “Second Coming”, and the battle itself were later discussed in
Revelation 19. Look out for the details about the battle of Armageddon and
the rest in “The Revelation: Understanding the Book of Revelation” Book 3 of “My
Book of Prophecies” series when it comes out.

GOOD FRIDAY: JOHN’S TESTIMONY

 
      John was the only Gospel that wrote about some certain events at the
Cross, like the breaking of the legs, the governor’s orders, as well as piercing
on the side, including some of the last words of Jesus. 

 It should be noted that John stood there with the ladies, to the very end.
         He defended his reporting of the events of crucifixion (and resurrection,
and everything in-between), and he mentioned that he was indeed a credible
witness. 
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 He knew because he was there!
         All the disciples of Jesus abandoned Him and fled, but John stood there,
with Him.
       And he further mentioned that the point of his witnesses was to make
people believe.

The one who saw it has testified to this, and his testimony is true.
 He knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe.

John 19v35
      

GOOD FRIDAY: THE WITNESSES

 
And many women were there, watching from a distance. 
 They had followed Jesus from Galilee to minister to Him. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, 
 and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

Matthew 27v55-56.
        It is noteworthy, and praiseworthy, that John and the ladies stood there
with Jesus to the very end. Even after His death, they did not leave. 

 This story was repeated in Mark 15v40-41; Luke 23v49; John 19v25.
     They stood there, and watched, and waited. They were also running
against time, but they didn’t seem to mind. They would stay and see what
would happen to the body of their beloved Jesus.
        As we have seen in the previous  chapters, Jesus  and His disciples were
not the only ones who travelled from the regions of Galilee to Jerusalem for
that Passover. 

 There were many others as well, such as these women:
         Mary Magdalene was Jesus’ friend from Magda. His own Mother – Mary
the mother of James and Joseph; His aunt Salome, the others from His inner
circle. They all stood there.

 While His disciples all abandoned Him.
 All except John.

     Luke previously mentioned that Jesus was surrounded by a couple of
women who genuinely cared about him. (Luke 8v2-3). 

215

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi



         And it seemed that even at death, they were not about to leave Him. They
could not afford for Him to be lonely. 

 Or alone. 
         They followed Him to his burial, and they watched from a distance, even
though they could not actively participate. They were not even going to take
any chances, no matter how exhausted the day had made them.

 He belonged to them.
     And even though they could not touch Him due to the huge political
interest in His death, they decided they would still be there for Him.
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Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha, and Beyond.
Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Late Friday afternoon (before 6:00 pm)

 At His death, two unlikely men stood up for Jesus. 
     Two powerful and influential men came out of hiding and used their
power and influence for Jesus.
      These two men – Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus – showed their
faces for the Man they believed in, albeit secretly.
       And together, they gave Jesus a befitting and dignifying burial, without
holding back a bit! 

 They went all the way, over and above. 
    And for their bravery and dedication, I believe they deserved to be
mentioned, and honoured.

 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART XI. 
THE RACE AGAINST TIME: 
TWO UNLIKELY HEROES



 JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
 

 Matthew gave us a tiny glimpse of whom Joseph was, and what he did:
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, 

 who himself was a disciple of Jesus. 
He went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus, 

and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. 
Matthew 27v57-58.

~
 That in a nutshell was what happened. 
 However, Mark was not having it! He took it a bit further!

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent Council member
 who himself was waiting for the kingdom of God, 
 boldly went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus. 

Mark 15v43.
~

     Mark felt compelled to mention that the decision made by this man,
Joseph of Arimathea, was neither easy nor simple. 
      This man, Joseph of Arimathea, defied both the political as well as the
religious sides of the divide to stand with Jesus – whose status at that point 
 in history was a convicted criminal, and He was also a man who had been
condemned by the highest Jewish council, i.e. the Sanhedrin  itself. 
         Joseph of Arimathea himself was a prominent member of the Sanhedrin,
but he cared less.
         He went to the Governor, Pontius Pilate, amid all the chaos, and said one
thing: “Give me that Body!”
      Pilate held him in his chamber for a while because he could not believe
that Jesus had died already. However, once the Governor was sure, he let
Joseph have Jesus’ body!

“Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus was already dead, 
so he summoned the centurion to ask if this was so. 

Pilate had confirmed it with the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.” 
 Mark 15v45.
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He bought the linen funeral clothes for Jesus, and 
He also donated to Jesus a new tomb cut into the rock. His own tomb!

 Luke thought he could do better than Matthew and Mark. 
       He took it a notch higher and mentioned how Joseph had it rough with
other colleagues at the Council trials of Jesus.

Now there was a Council member named Joseph, a good and righteous man, 
who had not consented to their decision or action. 

 He was from the Judean town of Arimathea and was waiting
for the kingdom of God. 

He went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus. 
Luke 23v50-52.

~
         John did not join the competition, but he did mention that Joseph was in
fact a secret disciple of Jesus.

Afterward, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus 
 (but secretly for fear of the Jews), 

asked Pilate to let him remove the body of Jesus. 
 Pilate gave him permission, so he came and removed His body. 

John 19v38.
~

         It was a race against time, because, by 6:00 pm, all work must cease. 
         So, he had to make do with the time he had, and he offered 2 things: 

1.
2.

So, Joseph bought a linen cloth, took down the body of Jesus, 
wrapped it in the cloth,  and laid it in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. 

 Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 
Mark 15v46. 

(See also, Matthew 27v59-60; Luke 23v53.)
~

       Joseph of Arimathea came onstage, and unknown to him, he fulfilled a
prophecy of Isaiah the prophet: 

“[Jesus] was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with a rich man in His death”
Isaiah 53v9.

~
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 He loved Jesus
a reputable member of the Sanhedrin
a wealthy man, most likely from the sect of the Sadducees
a decent man, and 
a man who did not support the barbaric treatment and death of Jesus.

       The Bible gave us the relevant information that we need to know about
this wonderful man:

 And honestly, I believe those should suffice. 
      There were many other external information and confirmations about
him, generally considered as myths. For example, he was praised as being
the first person to bring Christianity to Britain. Others believed he was
Mary’s Uncle, as well as many other pieces of information that I found odd.

 So, I will rather just stick to the Bible.
      Furthermore, we could hardly find a town in history that went by the
name “Arimathea”. However, it is believed that Arimathea is a variant of
Ramathaim-Zophim, or “Rama” for short, the hometown of Samuel who was
the last Judge of Israel (1Samuel 1v1).
        This man of prominence – Joseph of Arimathea – went ahead to receive
the Body of Jesus, as it hung lifeless on the wooden Cross, where His crime
hung proudly: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”
      The Bible tells us that Joseph of Arimathea was the man who assumed
responsibility for the burial of Jesus after his crucifixion. 

 But not so fast, Joseph!  
 There was another man – Nicodemus – who accompanied him.
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First, there was the nocturnal meeting Nicodemus had with Jesus in John
chapter 3v1-21. 
Later, Nicodemus reminds the Pharisees that under Jewish law, Jesus
should be granted a hearing before he was condemned in John chapter
7v45-53. 
And finally, Nicodemus brings supplies to assist in Jesus’ burial in John
19v39.

NICODEMUS
 
         John introduced this man to us – the mystery man of the Passion Week,
the man who was not mentioned by the other gospels – the man named
Nicodemus!
     Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were two men who were highly
regarded representatives of the educated class of Israel, both being members
of the Jewish highest Council – i.e., the Sanhedrin.

 And they both dared to profess their discipleship of, and love for Jesus.
     The courage of Joseph of Arimathea probably ignited the courage of
Nicodemus. And just like Joseph, Nicodemus too sprang into action,
immediately, surprising us all. 

 So, who was this Nicodemus?
         Nicodemus was mentioned three times in the Bible, and these references
were recorded only in the Gospel of John: 

1.

2.

3.

      The first mention of Nicodemus was in John chapter 3 when he paid a
courtesy visit to Jesus, by night.

 During that visit, Nicodemus addressed Jesus properly as “Rabbi”, 
         And he also hinted that he, as well as some other people he referred to as
“we”, did believe the teachings of Jesus:

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 
 He came to Jesus at night and said, 

 “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher who has come from God. 
 For no one could perform the signs You are doing if God were not with him.” 

John 3v1-2.
~
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         In their first meeting, Nicodemus had gone to Jesus for a secret meeting
at night – apparently at some time when Jesus visited Jerusalem – to ask
Him some probing questions.

 Nicodemus the Pharisee questioned Jesus. 
      It is unsure why he went or why he chose to go under the cover of the
night; because as a member of the Jewish ruling council, it would have been
appropriate for him to reach out to Jesus. In fact, it would have been his
responsibility and a legitimate concern if he wanted to find out about any
teachers or other public figures who might lead the people astray. 
        It would be quite an intrigue to know what exactly brought him to Jesus
that night to ask honest questions at His place. 
    And it is both amusing and inspiring to see how Jesus juggled the
intelligence of Nicodemus and left him puzzled when He told dropped the
bombshell message: 

“I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, 
you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3v3 (NLT)

 Nicodemus was obviously confused as he tried to figure it out. 
“How can a man be born when he is old?” John 3v4

       Jesus drilled him even further, and one could feel His tone was almost
cheeky when He told Nicodemus: 

“You are Israel’s teacher, and you do not understand these things?” 
John 3v10.

~
         However, the conversation that Nicodemus’ conversation with Jesus that
night changed his life; and it had continued to save millions of lives ever
since, up to this present day. 
         It was during their conversation that Jesus introduced the mystery of the
“new birth”, the love of God for mankind, the working of the Holy Spirit in
the human heart, the birth by “water and the Spirit”. 
        It appeared that Jesus was happy to converse with Nicodemus at a deep
spiritual level. These topics that Jesus chose to have with Nicodemus were
deep spiritual truths that Jesus never had with other people.

 Not even with His own Disciples until much later.
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 Jesus told Nicodemus:
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 

that everyone who believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal.” 
John 3v16.

 These words changed Nicodemus’ life and perspective.
~

         A while later, Jesus visited Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacle, and the
Jewish Religious Leaders targeted Him. 
         Throughout the entire Feast, He was trying to hide from them, and there
were ongoing discussions on how to get rid of Him. 

     Nicodemus stood up at the Sanhedrin council meeting, and defended
Jesus, insisting that Jesus needed a fair hearing, rather than random
arrest.  He asked them an important question:

 
Is it legal to convict a man before he is given a hearing?” 

John 7v51 (NLT).
 He got some backlash, but He was unbothered. He stood his ground. 
 Eventually, the meeting had no choice that to be adjourned. 
 And Jesus escaped death that year.

Then the meeting broke up, and everybody went home. 
John 7v53 (NLT).

       Much later, when Jesus was eventually maliciously murdered killed by
that same highest Religious Council, Nicodemus was there, together with his
colleague Joseph, to give Jesus a befitting farewell, as they both raced against
the time. 

 The cut off time – 6:00 pm – was already on the horizon.
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SEVENTY-FIVE POUNDS OF SPICES
 

 Nicodemus was one of the most underrated followers of Jesus! 
     Despite the haste, the short notice, and the hot chase against time,
Nicodemus went out of his way to bring an unbelievable thirty-two kilogram
of spices – a mixture of myrrh and aloes – for Jesus’ burial!

Nicodemus, who had previously come to Jesus at night, 
 also brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 

John 19v39.
         Normal Jewish burials typically required up to about five pounds – about
two kilogram – of spices. 
         However, just like Mary of Bethany did with the Alabaster jar of expensive
ointment, barely a week earlier, Nicodemus also went above and beyond, to
display his extravagant love for Jesus.
       In stark contrast to his initial nocturnal visit, Nicodemus showed up in
broad daylight, unashamed, declaring allegiance and commitment to His
King, to Jesus, making a statement that cannot be missed, with the massive
seventy-five pounds of spices!
        Nicodemus brought seventy-five pounds of spices – a very heavy load of
aromatic scent, lugged through town to the city outskirt, to settle around the
broken body of an executed Man, an extravagant and obvious outpouring.
      Nicodemus could have been the man who visited Jesu at night, but he
evolved into the man who honoured Jesus in the open.

 Furthermore, his gifts were sentimental.
 Myrrh and Aloe. 

      Myrrh was used by many cultures for religious ceremonies as well as a
healing agent.
       Myrrh was a popular and expensive spice known for its extremely high
antiseptic and anti-inflammatory properties, and used for making perfume,
incense, and medicine.  
        Soldiers always took it to was as part of their combat gear – they used it
to clean wounds and to prevent infection. 
      Myrrh was also used to anoint and prevent the spread of gangrene in
already infected parts of the body.
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         Furthermore, when Jesus was a kid, the Wise Men from the East brought
the gift of Myrrh to Jesus. 

On coming to the house, 
[the Wise Men] saw the Child with His mother Mary, 

and they fell down and worshiped Him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with 

gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.
Matthew 2v11.

~
 Aloe too shared the same properties. 

       Aloe is talked about as having properties that help wounds heal and aid
the reformation of skin, whereas Myrrh is used more for anti-inflammatory
and anti-bacterial reasons. 
    The healing benefits of Aloe were recognized in the ancient Indian,
Chinese, Greek, and Roman civilizations. It is traditionally used to heal
wounds, relieve itching and swelling, and is known for its anti-inflammatory
and anti-bacterial properties.
       Aloe and Myrrh appear to be ideal herbs for treating someone who had
suffered an ordeal such as the Crucifixion.
      Nicodemus gift seemed to reflect his belief in Resurrection, and it was
possible that Nicodemus thought he could help bring healing to the broken
Body of Jesus by immersing it in seventy-five pounds of a mixture of aloe and
myrrh.
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THE  BURIAL OF JESUS: A LABOUR OF LOVE
 

       This Sadducee-Pharisee Joseph-Nicodemus duo made it happen, in the
most dignifying way, and “according to the Jewish burial custom”. 
         Together, they took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with
the spices and laid Him in a stone tomb within the garden close to the place
where Jesus was crucified. 
      The small but expensive ceremony was recorded in Matthew 27v57-60,
Mark 15v46, Luke 26v5; John 19v40-42.

So, they took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, 
 according to the Jewish burial custom. 

 Now there was a garden in the place where Jesus was crucified, 
 and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 

And because it was the Jewish day of Preparation 
and the tomb was nearby,  they laid Jesus there. 

John 19v40-42.
~

        The two wealthy Jewish men, from the highest Jewish council – i.e., the
Sanhedrin – who previously secretly adored Jesus but could not dare to
openly proclaim their adoration of Jesus while He was alive. 
       Now, they both blatantly stood for Jesus at His death, and courageously
cleared all the mess of that Friday with their honourable wrapping and
setting into place, ceremonially grieved Jesus, and tidied all the oozing
cruelty of that day!
       Joseph gave a stone Tomb from his private garden. It was newly carved
out of the rock, which he originally and meticulously made to his own taste
for his own burial.
         Nicodemus brought seventy-five pounds of spices.

That was a costly burial for such a private ceremony of two people! 
     It has been estimated, in today’s currency, to sit anywhere around two
hundred thousand dollars.
        However, the hidden message was the fact that they were willing to give
up the biggest religious festival of the year, despite being high ranking
members of the Jewish religious council – for their friend Jesus.

226

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi



      They made themselves ceremonially unclean, by touching a dead man,
and they would be in isolation for seven days – the entire period of the
Passover!

Whoever touches any dead body will be unclean for seven days. 
 He must purify himself with the water on the third day 

and on the seventh day;  then he will be clean. 
Numbers 19v11-12.

       For the sake of Jesus, they made themselves ceremonially unclean, thus
missing the biggest religious event of the year.

 The Passover!
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THE WOMEN
Location: At the Stone Tomb, and Beyond.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Late Friday afternoon (before 6:00 pm)

       It was unlikely that these ladies who had been tagging along with Jesus
back home at Galilee, and now at Jerusalem, and who had been standing with
Him the entire time were invited for the ceremony of Jesus’ burial, especially
considering the high profile and political nature of the entire event.
        This was possibly because they were prohibited from participating in it,
or that they would be at the risk of becoming ceremonially impure in the
middle of a Passover event.

 Nevertheless, they continued to tag along. 
        They could not abandon their dear Jesus to a bunch of strangers making
decisions about Him all the while, like an orphan, without any friends, family
members, or loved ones.

 So, they did what the could – tag along and watch from a distance. 
        Their helplessness was heart-breaking. They watched as their Jesus was
buried, and a huge stone was rolled to cover the entrance of the tomb.
         We read from the scriptures about the helplessness and the dedication of
these women:

Both Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across from the tomb 
and watching. Matthew 27v61

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where His body was laid. 
Mark 15v47

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed, 
 and they saw the tomb and how His body was placed. Matthew 23v56

 

DAY 6. GOOD FRIDAY PART XII.
IMPATIENT WAITING



 Mary Magdalene, the friend of Jesus was there.
 Mary the Mother of Jesus was there.
 Salome, the mother of James and John Zebedee was also there.

       They carefully marked the place where their Jesus was buried. At least,
amid all the chaos, they could see the end of it. A little silver lining, as the
darkness began to envelop the day. 

 What a most chaotic day! 
 It was time for them to go home.
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 THE WOMEN: SPICES AND PERFUME
Location:  In the city, John’s house.

Time: AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3 Late Friday afternoon (before 6:00 pm)

 
        The short ceremony was soon over, and it was only then that these ladies
eventually left the tomb of Jesus and went home. 

But not to rest.
    We can safely assume they all left for John’s house that evening –
considering that John took Mary to his own home as soon as Jesus left her to
his care.
       They only had a short time before 6:00 pm before everything, including
the stores for the spices and supplies, would be shut close for Sabbath. 
         It must have been a most traumatic and unbelievable day for them. They
had gone to sleep the previous night and had woken up to the news of Jesus’
arrest. And the day had come with an array of roller coastal of emotions.
      With their eyes fatigued from tears, their bodies exhausted, and their
brains numbed from the obviously traumatic day, they went home and got to
work. 

 They had spotted the tomb of Jesus, and they would be back. 
 To mourn Him properly and celebrate His life the way He deserved.
 They went on to prepare spices and ointments!

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed, 
 and they saw the tomb and how His body was placed. 

 Then they returned to prepare spices and perfumes. 
 And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment. Luke 23v55-56.

       They hoped to use the ointments and perfume to anoint Jesus’ Body as
soon as the Sabbath was over. 
       They had not even considered how they would get the spices across the
rock on the mouth on the tomb, through to Jesus.
      Whenever they got to that bridge, they would cross it. But right now,
those spices and perfumes needed to be done. Tomorrow would take care of
its own worries, which were legitimate worries, considering that they did not
have enough spices to begin with.
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THE
IMPATIENT 

WAITING

DAY 7

HOLY
SATURDAY

...



Location: At the Stone Tomb, and Beyond.
Time: AD 33; 15 Nisan/April 4 Saturday

      
         Saturday was the Sabbath. 
        That implied that nobody could work – from 6:00 pm on Friday (i.e., the
day of preparation), up till 6:00 pm late afternoon on Saturday. 
     Furthermore, because that Sabbath fell within the season of their big
religious festival, it was also a High Saturday.
          Everybody rested, in obedience to the Law of Moses. 

 Everybody except the custodian of the Law themselves!
 The Chief Priest remained restless, relentless and suspicious. 

         Jesus had repeatedly told them that He would “resurrect” on the third day,
and guess what? 

 They believed Him!
      Jesus did not quite use the word “resurrect” although He alluded to it,
however, these people – the Sanhedrin – took His words for it. 
         He claimed He would resurrect, they knew that had to stop Him, as well
as anyone who had any intention of staging the “resurrection”. 
        And if the threat that Jesus represented to their institution was not bad
enough, the backstabbing Joseph and Nicodemus had gone behind their
collective backs to give that Loser a befitting funeral.
         Despite their anger, these men from the Sanhedrin realised that they did
not have much time, so they went to the one person they could trust to do
their dirty job for them: 

 The Governor. Pontius Pilate!
 

DAY 7. HOLY SATURDAY: 
THE HIGH SABBATH 
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The next day… the chief priests and Pharisees assembled before Pilate. 
 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while He was alive that deceiver said, 

 ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 
 So, give the order that the tomb be secured until the third day. 

 Otherwise, His disciples may come and steal Him away and tell the people 
 He has risen from the dead. 

And this last deception would be worse than the first.” 
 Matthew 27v62-64.

~
      They told Pilate they needed guards to secure the Tomb until the third
day. By Monday, they would be happy to let the guards go, because by then,
they would have been able to convincingly refute the words of Jesus.
         Governor Pilate had given in to all their petulant demands from the word
go, he could as well satisfy this remaining small detail, which by the way was
not so unreasonable.
       Pilate ordered tomb security – for the tomb to be sealed, and the tomb
guard was posted.
      He had been able to successfully avert a big riot in the middle of their
religious festival, and Pilate was proud of himself for a job well done.
      Dispatching guards to secure and watch over the Tomb until Monday
would not be such a big issue.

“You have a guard,” Pilate said. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.”
So, they went and secured the tomb by sealing the stone and posting the guard. 

Matthew 27v65-66.
       What they did not tell Pilate was that a bit of construction work would
also take place. 
        They went there with guards posted to the Tomb, but also brought with
themselves builders and artisans who would mix the concrete to secure the
stone at the entrance of the Tomb and seal the stone to the rock itself, thus
converting it into a sealed unit. 

 Furthermore, the clause “you have a guard” sounded ambiguous.
     Whichever guards were posted – whether Roman soldiers or Temple
guard, the bottom line was that there were dual securities: the stone was
sealed, and guards were posted.
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         It was only after the work had been concluded, they were eventually able
to rest. 

 Partially.
        Many have concluded that this part of the story was not very convincing
and that Matthew’s story of the guard at the Tomb of Jesus was largely an
apologetic legend. 
       First, the event was recorded only by Matthew who was Jewish, and he
claimed that the Chief Priests went to Pilate on “the day after preparation” –
instead of just calling it a Sabbath – which was suspicious.

 Second, that the guards were posted on that Sabbath. 
        Third, he had used an ambiguous statement, “you have guards”, leaving
us to try to figure out whether they were Roman soldiers or Temple guards. 
        And fourth, as we shall later see, these guards went straight to the Chief
Priests to report adverse events instead of their commanding Roman officer
or the Governor Pilate.
        However, as I mentioned earlier, if unsure about any detail, it is always
safer with stick to what the Bible says. And the bible confirmed these guards
were indeed Roman soldiers and not Temple Guards. 

And after the chief priests had met with the elders and formed a plan, 
they gave the soldiers a large sum of money. 

Matthew 28v12.
         Also, other external sources indeed claimed that Pilate gave them over to
the centurion, with soldiers to safeguard the Tomb. 
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 DAY 7. HOLY SATURDAY: MORE SPICES 
Location:  At the city, At the spice market.

Time: AD 33; 15 Nisan/April 4 Saturday Evening

 
 After what looked like forever, the High Sabbath was eventually over. 

      It was 6:00pm on Saturday, and people were free again to go out and
engage in work activities.
       And the women continued from where they stopped twenty-four hours
earlier – to make more spices, but they needed to get to the market to make
more purchases. 

 They did not have enough at home.
Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, 

 Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
 went out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ body. 

 Mark 16v1, (NLT).
       Mary Magdalene was the younger lady – a contemporary of Jesus, while
the other two were the much older ladies – Mary and Salome. 
       We knew that the other Mary was the mother of James and Joseph (who
was also the mother of Jesus), while Salome was Mrs Zebedee – the mother of
James and John.
       At that point, they still had not considered how they would get past the
huge stone rolled at the entrance of the stone Tomb, and they were not even
aware that the entrance had been sealed off. 
        Mary Magdalene seemed to be the one spearheading all these efforts; she
was a friend of Jesus and Jesus’ most steadfast disciple.

 She obviously was not thinking straight. 
      She was trying her humanly possible best to be strong for everybody,
especially for Jesus’ mother and aunts, being there for them in their dark
moment.
       And like any other grieving person, she was too distraught to be logical;
she acted from the heart, not necessarily from the head. 

 Her heart was too numb to process any information right there:
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 Why were they investing all their energies making spices? 
 Perhaps it was more therapeutic to make spices while they mourned. 
 And How were they planning to get the spices to Jesus?

       Well, they would sleep over it, tomorrow, they would get to the garden
Tomb, and take it from there!
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RESURRECTION

SUNDAY
...
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Location: Garden Tomb.
Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Early hours, Resurrection Sunday Morning

 
 The Week of the Passion was finally over!

      Following a turbulent Friday which culminated in the crucifixion and
demise of Jesus, and a Saturday of “impatient” waiting, Sunday dawned and
there was resurrection!
       We do not know when or how the resurrection happened. What we do
know is that it happened in the early hours of the morning, while it was still
dark.
         This confirmed the fact – that while the death of Jesus spanned through
the three days, the actual duration was less than forty hours – if we are
counting from 3 p.m. on Friday to Sunday morning, 6 a.m. at the latest.
         The powerful story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ was recorded by all
four canonical Gospels (see Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; & John 20),
because the resurrection story holds great significance to the Christian faith.
        For in the heart Christianity lays the incredible resurrection event – the
central historical event in the Christian faith:

Without Resurrection, there is no Christianity.

      Apostle Paul discussed the significance of the resurrection event as he
wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:

And if Christ has not been raised, 
our preaching is worthless, and so is your faith. 

In that case, we are also exposed as false witnesses about God... 
 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.
1Corinthians 15v17&18

 
 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY: PART I. 
AT THE GARDEN TOMB:

RESURRECTION



       He further described Jesus’ resurrection as the “first fruits”, the first of
millions who would resurrect in that order.

 He wrote:
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep…
 But each in his own turn: 

Christ the firstfruits; then at His coming, those who belong to Him.
1Corinthians 15v20&23.

~
 
         As we celebrate the one event that changed the entire course of mankind
– i.e., the Resurrection of Jesus, it is also a time for meditations and sober
reflections.
        Jesus did not die so He could establish an organised religion, but so that
He could restore mankind to the Father.
      And on the night that He was betrayed, as they sat by the communion
table at the penthouse, Jesus asked His Disciples, and by extension us, to
ruminate on His sufferings, and to remember Him.

 This we shall continue to do. 
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THE WOMEN AT THE TOMB
Location: Garden Tomb.

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 At Dawn, Resurrection Sunday Morning
 

        First thing on Sunday morning, while still at dawn, two women went to
the garden Tomb – to anoint Jesus with the spices, mixed with tears, which
they had been preparing the entire weekend.
        Well, ready or not, Mary Magdalene was going to the garden Tomb with
her jar of spices. 
      According to Matthew, another lady who was simply identified as “the
other Mary” decided to go with her.

Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary  

went out to visit the tomb. 
Matthew 27v1 (NLT)

        Mark suggested that there were three women, that is, Mary Magdalene,
Mary mother of Jesus, and Salome (whom we now know was Mrs Zebedee),
who went to the tomb together (Mark 16v2).
      Luke on the other hand simply referred to them as “the women” (Luke
24v1).

   And John in his gospel confirmed that the idea was Mary Magdalene’s.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 
 and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. John 20v1.

         As they were walking towards the stone tomb, the reality began to weigh
in on them, the reality they had intentionally ignored as they grieved: there
was no way they could get these spices over to their dear Jesus.

They were asking one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone from the entrance of the tomb?”  

Mark 16v3
 However, that did not stop them from going there all the same.

       When they eventually arrived at the Stone Tomb, they made a shocking
discovery that halted them in their tracks: 

 The Stone Tomb had been “vandalised”!
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The stone [at the entrance of the Tomb] had been rolled away,
even though it was extremely large. Mark 16v4.

           It was scary, and yes. they were scared, but they entered the Tomb all the
same. 
       Wasn’t that what they hoped for, that by some miraculous designs they
would be able to gain entrance into the Tomb? 

 Well, there they got it!
 Only for them to make another even more shocking discovery: 
 Their Jesus was gone!

When they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
Luke 24v3

 Their Jesus had disappeared without a trace. 
 Who could have done something so hideous?

     They decided to look around. They noticed there were Roman guards
posted to watch over the tomb, but these guards looked like they had seen a
ghost, they trembled in fear and were lying awkwardly like dead men. 
      These guards claimed there had been an earthquake; they were visibly
shaken such that they were not making any sense.

Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, rolled away the stone, and sat on it. 

His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 
The guards trembled in fear of him and became like dead men.

Matthew 28v2-4
      They seemed to be gesturing to the ladies to look at the “stone”, while
scrambling up to their feet and fleeing into the darkness as the morning
dawned!
      Then the most unusual thing happened – the ladies saw some strange
looking “people”.

 Luke mentioned that two “angels” appeared to them. 
“While they were puzzling over this, 

suddenly two men in radiant apparel stood beside them.”
Luke 24v4.

     Matthew and Mark further explained how we came about these two
angels. However, John skipped the angel part entirely.
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       Matthew in his Book mentioned that an angel was sitting on the stone
outside – a proud moment for the angel to be the one to roll the stone away! 

 He was flaunting it.
Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 

for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, rolled away the stone, and sat on it. 
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 

Matthew 28v2
    The guards were obviously terrified of this particular angel, which
explained why they collapsed with their faces ashen. 

 The ladies too were scared. Anybody would.
 Mark, however, in his Gospel gave a slightly different description. 

      He wrote about an angel sitting “inside the tomb”, and described this
angel as looking like a “young man”. And while this angel did not look as
scary as the one outside, the ladies were still scared of him.

When [the women] entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, 

and they were alarmed. Mark 16v5
         We do understand from these three Gospel authors, that there were two
angels seen at the site of the resurrection – one was outside sitting on the
stone, and the other was inside, keeping watch on the “resurrection scene”,
face beaming; a proud moment to be the one to watch the Resurrected
Saviour!
      While these angels were enjoying their moments of fame, the humans
were visibly shaken, terrified! Just like the guards, Luke tells us that:

“The women bowed their faces to the ground in terror.”
Luke 24v5.

        These two angels had a message for the women: but first, these humans
needed to calm down.
       The “outside” angel spoke first, obviously because they found him first,
outside, on the stone.

The angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 
He is not here; He has risen, just as He said! Come, see the place where He lay. 

Matthew 28v5-6.
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 He led them inside to the spot where Jesus was laid. 
       The “inside” angel took the next shot. They saw him when they entered
the Tomb, and he had some important messages for them, a message from
Jesus Himself!

He said to them, “Do not be alarmed.
 You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. 

He has risen! He is not here! See the place where they laid Him. 
But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see Him, just as He told you.’” 
Mark 16v6-7.

 Luke added more flesh to the message to give the disciples:
“Remember how He told you while He was still in Galilee: 

The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise again.’” 

Luke 24v6-7
 Their messages were clear and simple: He is not here!
 He has risen! Jesus had resurrected from death.

        Well, suffice to say that the women ran away. We can also safely assume
that they forgot the messages given to them by the angels, as we shall see
shortly.

So, the women left the tomb and ran away, trembling, and bewildered. 
 And in their fear, they did not say a word to anyone. 

Mark 16v8.
      They were also somewhat “filled with great joy” as they ran to tell His
Disciples.
         We can also assume Mary Magdalene was the only one doing most of the
running; the older Mary and Salome might not be able to run so fast. Or
perhaps she tried to slow down to walk with them, while they told her to run
along.
         Whichever way, Mary Magdalene was the message bearer, and she went
to the two disciples who seemed to be at the same place at the same time,
keeping a low profile at the Zebedee home – John’s home.

 The disciples named Peter, and John.
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MEANWHILE THE GUARDS…
Location: At The City, Jerusalem.

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Sunday Morning
 

 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city
 and reported to the chief priests all that had happened.

Matthew 28v11.
      And the chief Priests did what they knew to do: bribery! Just like they
bribed Judas Iscariot earlier in the week, they offered the “soldiers” bribe.

And after the chief priests had met with the elders and formed a plan, 
they gave the soldiers a large sum of money. 

And instructed them: “You are to say, 
His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ 

If this report reaches the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
Matthew 28v12-14.

       The chief priests bribe the guards to lie – for them to spread malicious
lies.
       What’s worse was that the lies were ridiculous: that the guards were all
asleep at the same time while on duty, that the imperial seal of the Romans
on the stone entry was feeble, and that the disciples – unarmed civilians –
overpowered them and stole the Body!

 These lies could land them in serious troubles! 
       It had been argued that these individuals were Roman soldiers and not
Temple guards, although it is unclear why they hurried to the religious
leaders and not to their commanding officer.
       The lies worked, temporarily, because sometimes, an element of doubt
was all that was needed. “Doubt” sometimes is a strong force, albeit negative. 

 However, the truth will always eventually prevail. 
 And it did.
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THE WOMEN & THE ELEVEN
Location: At The City, Jerusalem (possibly John/

Zebedee’s home.)
Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Sunday Morning

 
And when they returned from the tomb,

 they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the others… 
But their words seemed like nonsense to them, 

and they did not believe the women.” Luke 24v9&11.
 Oh! See who showed up!
 The Eleven!

      At around midnight the previous Thursday, they had all dispersed like
sheep without a shepherd, abandoning their Best Friend and Rabbi, Jesus, to
the guards who came to arrest Him.
       Truth be told, one could not judge them too harshly for disbelieving the
women; they themselves at that point were not in the best forms. Just two
days earlier – on Friday – they had lost two important members of their
team. Judas. And then Jesus.
       Judas had taken his own life! Judas could have been many things, from
thief to treacherous, but he was a member of their small team for over three
years, and he had died killed himself.
       The circumstances surrounding the suicide were beginning to unfold at
that point, and they were still trying to make sense of it while they mourned
him.
     And Jesus, their leader, their Rabbi, had been arrested, treated like a
criminal, dragged, and tortured without a fair hearing, and had received the
worst form of capital punishment of the time.

 Death by Crucifixion. 
         They had had one day so far to grieve and mourn their departed friends,
and that day was a Sabbath. 

 Not to mention they were all so far away from home!
        They too had only managed to escape arrest that Thursday night as Jesus
was being dragged; one of them even had to let go of his own clothes in order
to escape from the armed mob!
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        If they had not fled that night, they would have been arrested alongside
Jesus, and probably awaiting their own execution by now. They had spent the
past day hiding in the shadows and were maintaining a low profile.
         Peter had tried to be brave and mixed with the crowd at Jesus’s trial, but
he had stood out – like a sore limb and had vehemently denied ever knowing
Jesus.
     John perhaps was the only one brave enough to show his face at the
crucifixion, and that was perhaps because John (or his family) was connected
to powerful people – people like the High Priest himself.
      The Eleven knew it was over; they were falling apart, and they did not
seem to be able to stop themselves.

 So, no, they were not alright!
        The latest news from the ladies who had sneaked to the Tomb earlier in
the morning was also rather unsettling, like the one last straw to break the
proverbial camel’s back.

 Did they say Jesus’ Body was missing?
     The ladies arrived at the house where everyone was gathered, at the
Zebedee’s home in Jerusalem, and broke the news, in disjointed pieces, and
their words sounded like “nonsense” to the disciples.
       Maybe because it was just nonsense. Try describing an event when you
are in panic mode!

[Mary Magdalene] came running 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have put Him!”

 John 20v2.
         One would expect a young person like Mary Magdalene to be able to relay
a simple message just as she had received it: 

 “I saw an angel, and he gave me some message for you”!
 However, she gave a completely different message.
 Mary broke down before Simon Peter, with John in attendance.
 The angel sent her to Peter, wasn’t it? 

       However, it appeared she could not remember the correct message. Or
perhaps she was too devastated or too traumatised to remember it.
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 Forget the shining people. 
 “They” had taken Jesus away Jesus’ Body to an undisclosed destination!

      And by “they”, she meant the powers that be. She was referring to the
relentlessness wickedness and attacks targeted at Jesus by the bigoted
religious institution.
       Jesus could have been deeply passionate with His message, but He was
not a revolutionist, and He was not a criminal.

 Why then wouldn’t they just let Him be? 
 Why wouldn’t they let His friends and relatives grieve Him in peace?
 That was the testimony of a crushed woman.
 Mary Magdalene.

       Regardless of what the scary shiny people told her, Mary was convinced
that some people vandalised Jesus’ Tomb and stole His Body. And she was
going to track them down, even if that were the last thing she would ever do.
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MARY, PETER. & JOHN
Location: At The Garden Tomb

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Sunday Morning
 

      Simon Peter did not know what to make of those new revelations that
were disclosed by Mary Magdalene. It seemed there were too many layers to
the situation. 

 It was becoming more complicated by the day. And dangerous too.
         The best bet was for them to return to their homes at Galilee at the safest
and the earliest convenient time.
         Surely their current pilgrimage to Jerusalem was the worst ever, but they
could not leave yet as the weeklong Passover Festival was still on. Besides,
they needed to at least visit Jesus’ Tomb and say a proper goodbye.
     With the latest information they just received from the ladies, Peter
realised he had to go to Jesus’ Tomb, and he must do that immediately.

 Peter sprang into action, with John behind him.
        Together they ran to the garden Tomb where Jesus was laid, while Mary
Magdalene towed behind them.

Then Peter and the other disciple set out for the tomb. 
The two were running together, 

but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
He bent down and looked in at the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 

John 20v3-5.
       John arrived at the Tomb first, outrunning Peter. At the instant he got
there, John knew something had gone terribly “wrong”.
        He was there at the funeral. He saw the huge stone that was rolled onto
the entrance of the tomb, but it was no longer there. 

 The stone had been rolled away.
 Something eerie was going on.
 And he was very scared.

       John stood by the Tomb and waited, but he did not enter. He only bent
and peeped into the hollow and dark tomb to observe what was going on, if
the so-called shining guys were still in or whatever.
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 However, there were no shining people or anything shiny anywhere. 
 Just darkness and emptiness.

        John was sure of one thing: whatever strange thing was going on inside
that Tomb, he was not going to be part of it. He would rather stay outside
and observe.

 Thankfully, Peter arrived, panting. 
         Peter was more courageous, and without any further delays, he marched
straight into the dark, cold Tomb.

 Simon Peter arrived just after him. 
         And without further delays, Peter entered the walk-in Tomb and saw the
linen cloths lying there. 

The face cloth that had been around Jesus’ head was rolled up, 
lying separate from the linen cloths. 

John 20v6-7.
What he saw was extraordinary, to say the least.

         He called John Zebedee, his younger friend and former business partner,
to come in and see “something”.

Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in. 
And he saw and believed.

John 20v8.
 John finally got the courage to step into the Tomb.
 And what he saw was extraordinary as well.

       There might be no shining people in that dark, cold Tomb, but his face
shone in realisation.

 And he believed! So did Peter.
        Despite the physical impact outside the tomb, the devastation from the
vandalization, which we now knew was an “earthquake”, a sharp difference
from the terrain John saw during the burial on Friday evening, the inside of
the Tomb was in stark contrast – and in absolute tranquillity. 

 There was no struggle. 
 There was no chaos.
 Everything was just perfect! 

         The burial clothing soaked in aromatic spices were still there, folded and
taking the mould of a person.
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       Only that the body of Jesus was not there. And there could only be one
explanation: Resurrection.

John and Peter said it, and right in their faces, history was made. 
Jesus had resurrected. For up to that point, “they still did not understand from the

Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead!” (John 20v9).
Peter… went away wondering to himself what had happened. (Luke 24v12).

Then the disciples returned to their homes. (John 20v10).
~

        Despite their new “realisation”, and their newfound faith and conviction
that Jesus indeed resurrected, both Peter and John were still puzzled; and
they still could not make out what to do with it. 
       They eventually left the garden Tomb and went home, both lost in their
thoughts.
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THE FOLDED NAPKIN
Location: Garden Tomb.

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Early hours, Resurrection Sunday Morning
 

         John in his gospel (see John 20v7) tells us that the napkin that was placed
over the face of Jesus was not just thrown aside like the grave clothes. 

 It was neatly folded.
 He knew because he was there.

       The high levels of evidence detailed in John’s Gospel confirmed that he
indeed was an eyewitness to the events that occurred.

Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. 
He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 

while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and 
lying apart from the other wrappings.

John 20v6-7 (NLT).
      On that Sunday morning, as the three friends ran to the garden tomb,
John arrived first, but initially too fidgety to enter.

 Thereafter Peter and Mary. 
        Peter entered first, but from the distance, John could see that the burial
clothe on Jesus’ face was “rolled up and lying separate from the linen cloths.”

 Does this have a special significance?
        The giant stone had been rolled away, and there was an empty tomb. So
did we really need to know about the “folded napkin” covering Jesus’ head?
     There have been lots of discussions surrounding this passage of the
scripture, and as we can expect, some myths as well.

 Some have argued that the folded napkin held no significance at all.
 
 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY: PART II. 
THE RESURRECTED JESUS
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       So, if it was a random occurrence, why did the author make a point of
including that particularly mundane detail in the most important event of
Christianity?

 Why were Jesus’ burial linens and napkin perfectly set as they were? 
 And why did Jesus feel the need to fold the napkin in the tomb?
 I believe this fine detail should generate a much bigger conversation: 

“How did the resurrection take place?”

     Some have tried to explain that when Jesus resurrected, He slipped
through the burial clothing without rearranging or disturbing them, such
that the grave clothes were arranged just as they were when around the body.
       Some others have come up with a not-so-flattering opinion of a naked
resurrected Jesus who left His burial clothes behind. This is an opinion that
cannot be scripturally substantiated, and which contradicted the very writing
of the Bible. 

 The idea of a naked Jesus is not scriptural.
       Jesus Himself however gave a hint of what His resurrection would look
like, towards the latter end of His earthly ministry. He assured His disciples
that some of them would see Him in His glorious body while they were still
alive.
       Barely a week earlier, in the company of three of His Disciples, on the
Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus was “transfigured”. He literally changed or
morphed, in a flash, into a glorious, resurrected, and immortal body. 

After six days Jesus took with Him 
Peter, James, and John the brother of James,

and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
There He was transfigured before them.

His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.
Matthew 17v1-2.  (See also Mark 9v1-3; Luke 9v28-29).

        There on that mountain, Jesus was wearing clothes that were white, not
as snow! His clothes were white as the light, which complimented His face
that shone like the sun.

 We saw here that His garments came with the new Body!
 That was an active process. 
 An instant transformation that came with all the props!
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And that was what happened at the resurrection.
        Many decades later, Peter recalled the event of the transfiguration when
he wrote:

“We made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, … 
 we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”

2Peter 1v16.
      So, back to our question: why did Jesus leave the burial clothes on His
head neatly folded, rolled up, and lying separate from the linen cloths?
        It appeared like it was an intentional and purposeful action, as opposed
to some random occurrence.
      Jesus resurrected with power, slipping through the grasp of death and
grave, and through the headcloth that laid separately from the other grave
clothes.
         As some have argued, the folded napkin they saw might be Jesus’ way of
telling His followers: “I’m not done, I am coming back.” According to some
myths, in those days, if the master left a crumpled napkin, it was a signal for
the servant that he was done, but if the napkin was still neatly arranged, the
servant needed to keep waiting on him.
      However, in my opinion, the headcloth neatly folded (or rolled up) was 
 evidence of a job well done. The T’s all crossed, and the I’s all dotted!

 That was what I thought.
 Or perhaps He was just generally a tidy Person.

     The neatly rolled up headcloth might also be Jesus’ way of telling His
disciples:

“This isn’t the work of a charlatan, or grave robber, 
or Temple guards, or whoever. 

It’s Me, I did this.”
     Regardless of the significance, Jesus resurrected, and that was what
mattered the most.
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RESURRECTION SUNDAY: MARY MAGDALENE
Location: At The Garden Tomb

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Sunday Morning
 

Then the disciples returned to their homes.
John 20v10.

        Peter and John left and went back home. They went away, pondering on
these things while leaving Mary Magdalene behind at the Garden Tomb.
         Mary Magdalene arrived at the garden Tomb after the men, because both
of them outran her. They were both too shocked just – just like she was. 

 And they both left, deeply lost in thoughts.
         However, Mary Magdalene stayed behind. She stayed back to grieve and
to mourn her friend Jesus.
      She was tired, exhausted from the roller coastal of emotions that had
barged her since the Friday morning when she heard that her friend Jesus
had not just been arrested by their religious leaders, but that the matter had
been escalated to the Roman authority.
       That happened three days ago. She had watched Jesus as He was being
dragged, ruthlessly tortured and then gruesomely murdered.

 Such senseless death!
         She was there throughout and stayed back with the older women to be at
His funeral. She had tried to be strong and had thrown herself into the task
of making spices.
        And then she had spent the entire morning running forth and back; not
to mention that even Jesus’ body had been taken away, by some unknown
people, to a destination she wished she knew.
        Mary Magdalene was tired. Stressed. And crushed. She stayed back and
mourned her Friend and Teacher, her Lord, her personal Rabbi, Jesus. The
tears she had held back threatened to come, and she let down the dam. She
stood outside the tomb and grieved, intermittently peeping into the Tomb,
just maybe she could find some clues.

Mary Magdalene stayed back. She had no shoulder to lean on, so wept alone.
But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. John 20v11.
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 And then, suddenly, something spectacular happened:
And as she wept, she bent down to look into the tomb, 

and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 

“Woman why are you weeping?” they asked. 
“Because they have taken my Lord away,” she said, 

“and I do not know where they have put Him.”
John 20v12-13.

 The shiny me. The men in white. They came back!
         Mary Magdalene was surprised she missed it when they arrived. She was
sure nobody was there when Peter and John were there a while ago, and she
was all alone, but now, she had got company; two men were in the Tomb, one
at the place where Jesus’ Head had been and the other at the feet of Jesus.

 Who were these men?
        In hindsight, we now know they were angels, but did Mary know at that
point? It appeared that even if she knew, she did not care, or perhaps she was
too overwhelmed with grief to decipher who was who.
       They spoke nicely to her and asked why she was weeping, which was a
nice thing to ask. It was not an unusual thing that people go to burial places
to cry over their departed friends or families.
         So, when these two men spoke to Mary Magdalene, she told them exactly
what was eating her up – the same response she gave to Peter and John much
earlier in the morning:

 “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have put Him.”
        Her helplessness was obvious, and she did not try to hide it. Who could
have stolen Jesus’ body that was heavily guarded by the Roman soldiers? 
         She soon realised she had another Company, it seemed more people were
arriving at the garden, perhaps this other Person would have a better clue,
perhaps He was the Person in charge of the garden, surely, He would know!

 The men in white had not been so helpful!
       If this new Man could just tell her, she would go and get Him, she just
needed to know what they had done with Jesus’ Body. 

 She needed some closure.
 And nobody around seemed to have an answer.
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 ANOTHER DIMENSION: BEYOND THE PHYSICAL

        In another dimension, it appeared that there was a conversation among
some beings – the “outside angel” (we shall call him angel 1), the “inside
angel” (let us call him angel 2), and apparently Jesus.

 This is purely a product of my imagination:
 
Angel 1 (came back to take his place inside the Tomb after Peter and John
left the Tomb): Humans!
Angel 2: Did they leave already? 
Angel 1: Thank God, they did. But the lady is back. The one called Mary.
Angel 2: I don’t think she delivered the message I gave to her. It was a
very simple instruction. “Tell Peter and the other guys to meet Jesus at
Galilee”. Was that so hard?
Angel 1 (thought deeply and shook his head): I don’t know. Did you see
their faces? They were clueless. She didn’t tell them ‘nothing’. Maybe she
forgot. I’m told it’s part of being human. To forget.

Mary entered and she saw them. Then she left again, like they were not being helpful.
Angel 2: (scoffs). She totally did not forget. She thought I was making it
up.
Angel 1 (looked up to Jesus as He appeared to them): Thank God You’re
back. Now, what do we do about this crying lady? I’m worried she’s
gonna hurt herself crying.
Angel 2: She’s not gonna leave, is she?
Jesus (took a thoughtful glance at Mary): Nope. I’ll talk to her.

~ 
      A broken-hearted Mary Magdalene saw behind her the silhouette of a
Man, and in her grief begged Him to help her.
    It was bad enough that her Friend was dead, she was even more
traumatised to realise that His grave had been vandalised and His Body had
been stolen.

 She just wanted Him back. That was all!
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 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there;
 but she did not recognise that it was Jesus. 

 “Woman, why are you weeping?” Jesus asked. Whom are you seeking?” 
 Thinking He was the gardener, she said, 

 “Sir, if you have carried Him off, tell me where you have put Him, and I will get Him.”
John 20v14-15.

 Jesus did not beat about the bush. 
         He did not want Mary to be sad. He was not a mystery. He surely wanted
to be found. And He wanted her to know He was the one who gave the
message to the men in the Tomb.

 So, He called her name. Mary.
       Everybody could call Mary, but there was a way He called her that could
not be mistaken. Mary.
        Even Mary’s tears dried temporarily as she lifted her head in slow motion
and tilted it towards Him. 
       Like, ‘What did you just call me?’ ‘How did you know my name?’ ‘I know
that accent.’ ‘And how did you call my name the way only Jesus could?’
 Then it struck her. That Man was Jesus!

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to Him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).

“Do not cling to Me,” Jesus said. John 20v16-17.
     Lots of emotions flooded Mary’s heart as she jumped to her feet. The
brokenness was gone, and new hope poured in.
        Her first instinct was to reach out to Jesus in a tight and warm hug. You
did it. You came back to life. How did it happen? Jesus, is that really You? 

 She instinctively switched into their usual language of communication.
 Aramaic.
 “Rabboni!” She spoke.

       However, Jesus did not allow Mary Magdalene to touch Him. He could
have resurrected, but He was still busy putting finishing touches on His
assignments before ascending to give the Father feedback of His latest
accomplishments.
        He had no choice but to appear to her first because she would not leave,
and she would probably hurt herself crying.
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        She obviously did not believe the resurrection reports of the angels, and
she was still busy asking everybody for Jesus’ Body. And she was not going to
get any answer or any closure at that rate.
         So, He had to make a detour, just to encourage her, and to reassure her,
that the two men sitting inside the Tomb were truly His messengers, that all
was well, and that He had risen, truly.

Do not cling to Me,” Jesus said, “for I have not yet ascended to the Father.
But go and tell My brothers,

‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.’” 
John 20v17.

       Jesus gave her an assignment, and this time around, she believed. She
was no longer sad, she was no longer despondent. She got up at once, and
she delivered the message with renewed enthusiasm.

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” 
 And she told them what He had said to her. John 20v18.

       She went and told those who had been with Him, who were mourning
and weeping. 

 And when they heard that Jesus was alive and she had seen Him, 
they did not believe it. Mark 16v10-11.

      She was not the only one who was not so sure initially, because as she
went back to deliver the message to their people – the disciples and the other
members of the team, they still were not convinced.
     You know, Mary’s sudden change in mood also appeared disturbing.
Maybe she was seeing something or not handling grief properly.

 They however did not believe her.
         Jesus however will not give up on His own. He was always ready to reveal
Himself to as many people as would open their hearts to Him.

He says: 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 

I will come in and dine with him, and he with Me. 
Revelation 3v20.

         Mary Magdalene became the first human to see Jesus in His Resurrected
Body, a decision Jesus made because of her relentless love for Him. She
became a symbol of devotion and dedication to the Lord.
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 THE MYTHS OF MARY MAGDALENE

 
       Have you ever met a woman so misunderstood, a woman who over the
centuries has been caught in endless controversies and conspiracies? And
unjustly so? 

 Well, Mary Magdalene is just that woman! 
       From the writing of the New Testament to the sermons preached from
the pulpit, the movies on the big and small screens, and everything in-
between, her image has been repeatedly contorted and contradicted. 
        She has been labelled a prostitute; she even bagged the “sinner to saint”
badge, you know, the repented prostitute who became a heroine of faith,
while some others said she was the sister of Lazarus and Martha. 
       There was also the conspiracy that she was the wife of Jesus, or at least
they were romantically involved. Some even said she and Jesus had biological
children together!

 However, none of these claims could be substantiated from the Bible.
      Mary Magdalene was a young lady from Magda, a coastal town in the
north-western shore of the Sea of Galilee. She was also a working lady, and
from her resources, she supported the ministry of Jesus with generous
donations.
      From the Bible, all the four Gospels mentioned her name, placing her
exclusively at the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus: mostly placing her in
the company of other women, or with Peter and John. 
         And in all the instances, they all made sure they added Magdalene to her
name, to distinguish her from other Marys. So, any Mary who did not have
“Magdalene” attached as a suffix was not Mary Magdalene.
       The Gospels also confirmed that she was indeed the first human to see
Jesus in His Resurrected Body, even though Jesus did not allow her to touch
Him at that point.

Now after Jesus had risen early on the first day of the week, 
He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 

from whom He had driven out seven demons. 
Mark 16v9.
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     Mark briefly mentioned something rather damning and questionable
about Mary Magdalene when he wrote “from whom He had driven out seven
demons.” 

 So, Mary Magdalene did have seven demons?
 Luke also gave another angle about Mary’s “unsavoury past”. He wrote:

The Twelve were with [Jesus], 
 as well as some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: 

 Mary called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 
 Joanna the wife of Herod’s household manager Chuza, Susanna, and many others. 
 These women were ministering to [Jesus and The Twelve] out of their own means. 

 Luke 8v2-3.
~

      However, the misunderstanding came to be because the story of Mary
Magdalene as written in the Book of Luke was preceded by the story of a
certain “sinful woman”. 

 Somehow, people merged them to be the same person.
 Or they were just plain mean to her. 

         What did that even mean to have seven demons? 
       Was she a medium or a spiritualist? Or did she have seven demons that
were oppressing her, and tormenting her, and plaguing her with infirmity or
vices? 
       While the Bible did not expatiate; what we know is that Jesus delivered
her from these demons, and she was happy to embrace her new life without
the seven demons and to contribute from her own resources to support Jesus
and his disciples. 
     Mary Magdalene grew to become a symbol of devotion and complete
surrender to the Lord.

 What was her driving force? 
 Was it love? Was it gratitude? Was it devotion? 
 Whatever it was, it paid more than living with the seven demons. 
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 JESUS: THE “TOUCHING” RABBI
 

 Jesus was such a person who believed in and cherished the human touch. 
 He engaged with people, and lots of this involved affectionate touch.

        Even at His betrayal, Judas betrayed Him with a “Rabbi!” greeting, a hug
and a kiss! And at His resurrection, Mary too had honoured Hum with a
“Rabbi!”  greeting but had proceeded to “cling” to Him. 
        When Simon’s mother-in-law was sick with sepsis, Jesus held her hands
and helped her to her seat, and the fever left her. 
      When He raised that little girl from death, Jesus held her hands as He
handed her over to her parents. 

 He saved a woman by writing on the ground. 
 He cured a blind man by moulding mud and touching his eyes.

       When a leper once asked Him for help, and before He healed the leper, He
first touched him.
       I believe these are symbolic. Jesus touched people, regardless of whom
they were, not just because He wanted to heal or minister to them, but most
importantly because He wanted to show them, love.
         Today, He has called us to be an extension of His hands, to reach out and
touch people, both literally and figuratively, with His love.
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ROUNDING UP
Location: At the Countryside.

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Resurrection Sunday Later in the day
 

 [Mary Magdalene] went and told those who had been with Him, 
 who were mourning and weeping. 

And when they heard that Jesus was alive and she had seen Him, 
 they did not believe it. 

Mark 16v10-11
       Jesus revealed Himself to Mary Magdalene, who went back to share the
news with the group of the disciples. The group of Jesus’ disciples were not
just the Eleven disciples and His Mother, there were other Disciples. 

 They did not believe her though.
      The big Passover event itself was over, and even though it was still the
Passover week, it was time for them to start returning to their hometown in
the regions of Galilee, or just to disperse somehow. 

 The Passover had hit them harder than they had bargained for. 
 They had lost their Rabbi, and Judas in the process. 
 And Jesus’ Tomb had been tampered with.

      The information about the Empty Tomb was not so reassuring, which
might mean some people were still after Jesus. 

 And the other part regarding Resurrection was just too good to be true. 
       The Disciples realised that they were all still in danger. They knew they
dared not move about anyhow. They needed to stick together while the
tension eased, and they must begin to find means of returning home safely.

 To Galilee
 
 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY: PART III. 
beyond the garden tomb
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RESURRECTION SUNDAY: THE WALK TO EMMAUS
Location: The Road to Emmaus.

Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Resurrection Sunday Later in the day
 

         On the Resurrection Sunday, the Disciples gathered behind locked doors
because they were afraid of the Jewish Leaders.
         However, two of them – Cleopas and his companion – took a journey to
a nearby city named Emmaus.

After [appearing to Mary Magdalene], Jesus appeared in a different form 
 to two of them as they walked along in the country.

 And they went back and reported it to the rest, 
 but they did not believe them either. 

Mark 16v12-13.
     Luke in his account however gave us a better insight into what really
happened with these two men, as recorded in Luke 24v13-36.
         Cleopas and another gentleman from the group of Jesus’ Disciples took a
short trip to a nearby town known as Emmaus. They were talking about Jesus
along the way. 
       Jesus appeared to them; He joined on their journey, He joined in their
conversation, but He did not show them a face they could recognise. 

 The Lord revealed Himself to them, but He did not reveal His identity. 
        Jesus listened to their sadness, their doubts, and anxieties, and allowed
them to pour out the intent of their hearts. Surely, they loved Jesus, but they
could not make themselves believe any news about Resurrection.
         It was a struggle for them; it is still a struggle for many intelligent minds
today.

 Cleopas spoke to Him, more like challenged Him:
“Are You the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have

happened there in recent days? The events involving Jesus of Nazareth. 
 This man was a prophet, powerful in speech and action before God and all the people. 

Our chief priests and rulers delivered Him up to the sentence of death, 
and they crucified Him.

But we were hoping He was the One who would redeem Israel. 
 And besides all this, it is the third day since these things took place.
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 Furthermore, some of our women astounded us. 
 They were at the tomb early this morning, but they did not find His body. 

 They came and told us they had seen a vision of angels who said that Jesus was alive. 
Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had

described. But Him they did not see.” 
Luke 24v18-24.

 At that point, Jesus took over the conversation. He asked:
“Was it not necessary 

for the Christ to suffer these things and then to enter His glory?” 
 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 

 He explained to them what was written in all the Scriptures about Himself. 
 Luke 24v26-27.

 Jesus did not want to be a mystery. 
        He wanted people to know Him, to have a better understanding of God,
of the scripture, and Himself.

 That was why He came.
      When they arrived at their destination, Cleopas and his friend did not
want this Man who journeyed with them to leave. So, they begged Him to
stay and spend the night with them at the country home. 
       His messages burned in their hearts, like fresh fire after days of untold
sadness. They needed more of it.
       At that point, Jesus realised He had accomplished the purpose for that
conversation. It was time for Him to leave again, but not before opening
their eyes so they could recognise that it was Him all along.

But they pleaded with Him, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” 

 So, He went in to stay with them. 
While He was reclining at the table with them, 

 He took bread, spoke a blessing and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus – 

 and He disappeared from their sight. 
Luke 24v29-31.

         At that realisation, Cleopas and his friend knew something for sure: they
had had an encounter, with the Lord! 
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     The testimony of the ladies was true, and Jesus had chosen to reveal
Himself to them through their journey.
       Getting up, they knew they had to return to Jerusalem immediately, to
relay the messages to the other disciples, to their group of fellow “unbelieving”
believers.

They asked one another, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us 

 as He spoke with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem.

 There they found the Eleven and those with them, gathered together. 
 Luke 24v33.

 Again, as we read earlier, it was difficult to believe.
And they went back and reported it to the rest, 

but they did not believe them either. 
Mark 16v13.
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Location: At the city, Jerusalem
Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Resurrection Sunday Later in the day

 
      On the Resurrection Sunday, while they were all gathered at the same
place, behind closed doors, in fear and unbelief, Jesus revealed Himself to
His disciples, as many of them that were inside the house that night.
      Three Gospels captured this event – Mark, Luke, and John – and they
wrote from different perspectives.

 Matthew however skipped it.

 
 
 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY: PART IV. 
THE BIG REVEAL (I)



THE BIG REVEAL: MARK’S ACCOUNT 

(Mark 16v14-18)

 
      Mark started by saying the group of Jesus’ disciples did not believe the
report of these two gentlemen and did not believe the report of the women
earlier on in the day. 

 So, Jesus appeared to them and scolded them for their unbelief.
Later as they were eating, Jesus appeared to the Eleven 

and rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 

Mark 16v14.
        Following this, Jesus commissioned them to preach the Gospel to “every
creature”.

And He said to them, 
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved,0
 but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

 Mark 16v15-16.
      Thereafter, He assured them that anybody who believed their message
would live a life of signs and wonders. He said:

And these signs will accompany those who believe: 
 In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 

they will pick up snakes with their hands, 
 and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not harm them; 

 they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will be made well.” 
Mark 16v17-18.
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THE BIG REVEAL: LUKE’S ACCOUNT 

(Luke 22v36-48)

 
 Luke tweaked this record a little bit differently from Mark. 

     He started with Cleopas and his friend returning from Emmaus that
evening and were recounting the events that transpired to the other
disciples. 

 In the middle of that interaction, Jesus appeared among them.
While they were describing these events, 

Jesus Himself stood among them and said,  “Peace be with you.” 
Luke 22v36.

     They obviously were afraid, thinking He was a ghost or some creepy
creatures, so Jesus reassured them. Beyond that, He wanted to know why
they refused to believe that He indeed had resurrected.

“Why are you troubled,” Jesus asked, “and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at My hands and My feet. It is I Myself.

 Touch Me and see—for a spirit does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and feet. 

Luke 22v38-40.
 It is enthralling that Jesus allowed them to touch Him. 

        We can safely conclude that He had already made the trip to the Father
like He informed Mary Magdalene earlier on.
      His Disciples had a florid mix of emotions – from disbelief to joy, and
amazement, and all.
         Jesus had to prove to them that it was really Him, in His immortal body,
and that He was not some creepy spirits. 

 So, He requested food.
He asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”

 So, they gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it and ate it in front of them. 
 Luke 22v-41-43.

 Ok, that was weird! 
 But they tried to calm down. And listened to Him.
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      As Jesus sat with them, He began to teach them the scriptures. And to
remind them of the things He already spoke to them while He was there with
them. 

 He said to them:
“Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me 

in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms” 
Luke 22v44.

 It is interesting that Jesus specifically mentioned Psalms. 
 He went on to say: 

“This is what is written: 
The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,

 and in His name repentance and forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed to all nations, 
 beginning in Jerusalem.” 

Luke 22v46-47.
 And then, 

He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 
Luke 22v45.
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THE BIG REVEAL: JOHN’S ACCOUNT 

(John 20v19-23)

 
 John, in his account, did not add any drama. 

     He simply began with the appearance of Jesus to His frightened and
obviously shaken disciples. 
        He wrote that Jesus came and stood among them. And He said to them:
“Peace be with you!” 
        Then He proceeded to show them His hands and His side. The disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
        After the Big Reveal, thus winning their confidence He went ahead with
specific tasks:

 He commissioned them.
Again, Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you. 

 As the Father has sent Me, so also I am sending you.” 
John 20v21.

 Thereafter He imparted upon them the Holy Spirit.
When He had said this, He breathed on them and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
John 20v22.
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THE SIGN OF JONAH: 

THREE DAYS vs THREE NIGHTS

 
         In Mark 8v11-13, the Pharisee demanded from Jesus a sign, but Jesus told
them:

“Why does this generation demand a sign? 
Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.”  Mark8v12.

      However, in Matthew 38-42, Jesus gave the Pharisees and the Scribes a
more favourable response, but not the way they expected.

Jesus replied, “A wicked and adulterous generation demands a sign, 
but none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah…”

Matthew 38v39.
       And again, this was duplicated in Luke 11v29-32, where Jesus directed a
similar response to the crowds. He said:

As the crowds were increasing, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. 
 It demands a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 

 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, 
so the Son of Man will be a sign to this generation.

Luke11v29-30.
THE QUESTION NOW IS: WHAT IS THE SIGN OF JONAH? 

 Let us get back to the story of Jonah for better understanding.
Now the LORD had appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, 

 and Jonah spent three days and three nights in the belly of the fish.
Jonah 2v17.

         First, Jonah’s story was one of those we are quick to discard as fables that
did not really happen. Like seriously? A fish swallowed a grown man for three
days? Not buying it!
       However, now that the Lord Himself mentioned it as a fact, perhaps it
had some credibility after all.
     Jonah was a Prophet in the Old Testament who refused to deliver a
message to the Assyrians. Rather, he fled on a ship, he was thrown into the
raging seas, and he was swallowed up by a “great fish” for three days and
three nights. Inside the big fish, Jonah repented.
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      One focused on the message, whereby Jonah preached “repent or die”.
Jonah gave them forty days to repent. As seen in Jonah chapter 3. Well, the
people repented.

      Thereafter the fish released him to the shores of the Assyrians, and he
eventually delivered the message of God to them.
    The “sign of Jonah” as described by Jesus in these two passages was
distinctly in two folds: 

        The second part focused on the issue of a “big fish” swallowing Jonah for
three days and three nights. As seen in Jonah chapter 2.

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
 so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

Matthew 12v40.
     As expected, there has been an agelong debate over the meanings of
Matthew 12:40. The “heart of the earth” could simply mean within the Tomb
of Joseph of Arimathea, or it could be Him going to Sheol. 

 (See the previous discussion on Sheol). 
        Many have argued that Jesus did not in fact spend three days and three
nights – a total of 72 hours – in the “heart of the earth”. 
        First, that was true. As we have seen, Jesus did not spend three days and
three nights in death. It was obvious that the duration from Friday afternoon
to Sunday morning did not add up to 72-hour or a period of three days and
three nights. At most, strictly speaking, it would add to less than 40-hours. 
      We can argue that part of Friday, all day Saturday, and part of Sunday
could conceivably give us three days, but that still did not account for the
“three nights”. 
       Furthermore, many Scriptural references to the resurrection referred to
Him rising from the death “on the third day”, not “after the third day”. 

 So, what do we believe?
      I must say at this point that I do not have an answer to the “third day
versus seventy-two hours” debate. 
       It does appears that the time frame allocated from the death of Jesus to
His resurrection must be within the 72-hour window. And from the look of
things, Jesus only spent a maximum of 39 hours in death if we count from
3:00 pm on Friday till say 6:00 am or earlier on Sunday morning. 
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Of which He spent approximately 36 hours in the cold stone tomb.
I do think Jesus was keen on spending 72-hours in that stone-cold Tomb.

      In my opinion, there is no benefit in haggling over the exact duration,
when in fact the resurrection was accomplished within the time frame
allocated to it. 

 And the benefits of resurrection still prevail to this day.
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Location: Jerusalem in Judea & Galilee
Time: AD 33; For the next forty days!

 
After His suffering, 

 He presented Himself to them with many convincing proofs that He was alive. 
 He appeared to them over a span of forty days 

and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
 Acts 1v3

~
 Following His Resurrection from the dead, Jesus did not disappear!

        Rather, He made several appearances to His Followers periodically, and
over a period of forty days. 
    Not less than ten of such appearances were recorded in Scripture,
beginning on Resurrection Sunday. 
       Of course, we might  not know every single time or every single detail
about Jesus’ appearance to His Disciples during these forty days, or to whom,
but it was comforting that Jesus did not just take off and leave His followers
unattended. 
       The most heart-warming part was the fact that Jesus made it a point of
duty to meet His followers at the level of their faith, rather than insisting on
having it done His way.
 
 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY: PART V. 
THE BIG REVEAL II
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THE BIG REVEAL #1: To The TEN APOSTLES

Location: At the city, Jerusalem
Time: AD 33; 16 Nisan/April 5 Resurrection Sunday Evening

 
“And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. 

 But remain in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
 Luke 24v49.

~
     Jesus revealed Himself to different categories of His disciples on the
Sunday of His resurrection. 

 That same evening, it was a group revelation that involved supper. 
        Thus, Jesus indicated that the Resurrected Body had the capacity to eat,
touch, feel, socialize, and interact. (More on this will be discussed in-depth in my
forthcoming book, “The Revelation: Understanding The Book of Revelation”.)
        That night, Jesus and the disciples He met in that building – the Eleven,
and some more. He gave them instructions and words of comfort. Part of the
instruction was for them to wait in the city – in Jerusalem – until they had
been clothes with “power from on high”. 
        However, as with any group, there is always that one person who would
be missing in action. In this case, that person was Thomas!

Now Thomas called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 

John 20v24.
        And just like the other disciples, when the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord!” he too did not believe.

 He thought it was a ridiculous prank. 
 He told them: 

“Unless I see the nail marks in His hands, 
and put my finger where the nails have been, 

 and put my hand into His side, I will never believe.” 
John 20v25.

 
 

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi



276

THE BIG REVEAL #2: To The ELEVEN APOSTLES

Location: At the city, Jerusalem
Time: AD 33; 23 Nisan/April 12 The Next Sunday Evening

 
    Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem. It appeared that they waited
obediently. For a week. 
          Exactly a week later, Jesus appeared to His disciples again, in Jerusalem,
behind closed doors. 
       The weeklong Passover pilgrimage to Jerusalem was over, and that was
the point where people began to leave for their respective homes. 
      However, Jesus’ disciples lingered still, perhaps waiting to be “clothed
with power from on high” as Jesus promised, or most likely because they
were still scared of showing their faces in public.

Eight days later, His disciples were once again inside 
with the doors locked,  and Thomas was with them. 

 Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at My hands. 

 Reach out your hand and put it into My side. 
Stop doubting and believe.” 

John 20v26-27.
 Thomas responded appropriately, in awe, saying 

“My Lord and my God!” 
John 20v28.

      It is uncertain if Thomas was referring to Jesus, or that was simply an
exclamation. 

Jesus said to him, 
“Because you have seen Me, you have believed; 

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
John 20v29
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THE BIG REVEAL #3: To The SEVEN APOSTLES

Location: Sea of Galilee (i.e. Sea of Tiberias)
Time: AD 33; Sometime later

 
         The Passover now clearly behind, and the dust had settled regarding the
circumstances surrounding Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion. 
         The Disciples were no longer under threat and they could return to their
region – back in Galilee in peace, having found closure on Jesus’ death, and
having made peace with the fact the He was no longer with them. 
     Furthermore, it did not seem like they were going to be clothed with
anything from on high. 

 There was really no reason for them to remain in Jerusalem.
      The Disciples together with their entire Pilgrimage convoy made their
journeys back to their respective homes in Galilee, to their respective lives (or
whatever was left of it), and to their respective employment.

Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 
the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 

 Simon Peter told them, “I am going fishing.” 
“We will go with you,” they said. 

 So, they went out and got into the boat, but caught nothing that night.
John 21v2-3.

      Seven out of the Eleven Disciples of Jesus were together by the Sea of
Galilee (also known as the Sea of Tiberias). 
        We were not told which town they returned to among the coastal towns
surrounding the Galilean See. It could be back at Capernaum where they
lived as Disciples to their Rabbi Jesus. 

 However, with the demise of their beloved Rabbi, it was unlikely.
         It was more likely, in my opinion, that they returned to Bethsaida – which
was commonplace for most of them. Philip was from Bethsaida, the same
town as Andrew and Peter (John 1v44); while James and John were in the
same business, in the same area.
      These Seven Disciples thought that in such times of uncertainty, they
could return to their previous trades. At least four of them were professional
fishermen, and the remaining three could use some distractions.

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi

277



        So, they took a journey to the Sea of Galilee – a complete 180-degrees in
the opposite direction from the path Christ had charted for them. They were
not meant to return to fishing, or any of their old professions.
      They were supposed to wait at Jerusalem until they were “clothed with
power from on high”.

 Jesus however did not give up on them.
        It appeared that they were too rustic as they had not practised fishing in
almost four years; or it might be they were just plain discouraged and
distracted, because throughout that night on the sea, the whole seven of
them caught nothing.
       It was morning, just before the dawn broke and they were giving up on
catching anything, and were beginning to sail back to land.
      When they were like a hundred meters away from the shore, someone
yelled at them from the shore. He must have a loud voice though.

“Children, do you have any fish?” v5
 Calling them “children” made Him sound rather experienced.

“No,” they answered. v5
“Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” v6

         What happened next was most astonishing! 
       In the shallow waters close to the shore, the Disciples did not just catch
“some”, they made a great harvest.

So, they cast it there, and they were unable to haul it in 
because of the great number of fish. 

 John 21v6.
         That was a familiar miracle; the first time Jesus met Peter and Andrew at
work almost four years earlier, the very same thing happened: 
       Peter and Andrew caught nothing all night, they had given up and were
already cleaning up. Jesus borrowed Peter’s boat for a short sermon, and
when He was done, He felt the need to pay him before returning his boat, so
He encouraged Peter and Andrew to try one more time, maybe they would
catch something. 
       Peter was initially reluctant, because when they had better chances, they
failed, besides, they already packed up their nets. But they did not want to be
rude, so they tried again.
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        And they caught so many fishes such that they were unable to haul their
nets to the shore, their net began to break, and they had to call on their
friends – James and John – for assistance. 

 Both their boats became so full of fishes that they began to sink. 
 See Luke 5v1-11 for the full story.

      John remembered the incident quite vividly, so when the miracle was
duplicated, John immediately knew the identity of the Person standing at the
shore. It was Jesus!

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
 As soon as Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 

he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it) and jumped into the sea. 
John 21v7.

      Peter jumped into the water and headed for the shore, leaving his six
friends to figure out how to drag themselves to the shore, with the fishes. 

 As though Peter knew that Jesus had come specifically to look for him. 
 It was astonishing that Jesus would follow them to Galilee! 
 The last times they saw Him, it was in Jerusalem!

The other disciples came ashore in the boat. 
 They dragged in the net full of fish, for they were not far from land, 

only about a hundred yards (ninety meters). 
John 21v7

 Their boat was filled with large fishes, 153 in total.
       By the time they reached the shore, that Gentleman had already made a
charcoal fire, and He had some fishes on the grill, and He also had bread!
         These seven men were astonished, they could not believe their eyes, they
couldn’t understand how He managed to get a fire going by the shore, where
He got His fishes from, or the bread, or anything of sort. 

 They also did not engage Him in any form of conversation. 
 They were just stunned.
 So, Jesus broke the ice. However, it was not with a hello.

Jesus told them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” v10
        Without saying another word, Simon Peter went aboard and he dragged
the net containing 153 big fishes to Jesus at the shore. 

 Jesus, just pick what you want! 
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         The Seven Disciples knew Him, but the awkwardness of the situation so
glaring. They failed their Rabbi. They went back to fishing.
      Jesus still was not getting anywhere with them, so He took it a notch
higher. He was already making breakfast, so He offered them food. 

 “Come, have breakfast,” Jesus said to them. 
None of the disciples dared to ask Him, 

 “Who are You?” They knew it was the Lord. 
John 21v12.

        They all sat down to breakfast; Jesus served them nutritious breakfast –
grilled fish with bread.
     Then Jesus shifted His attention to Peter. To Simon. He still hadn’t earned
the name Peter. He still wasn’t the rock Jesus called him to be.

When they had finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, 
 “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he answered, 

 “You know I love You.” Jesus replied, “Feed My lambs.”
John 21v15.

         By the third time Jesus asked that question, Peter was “deeply hurt” that
Jesus kept asking like He was not convinced. 

Peter replied, “You know I love you”. 
John 21v17.

       That was the “Peter” moment – the moment Jesus found Peter, looked
into his soul, and charged him to take up leadership, not to lead His people
astray, back to “fishing”, but to feed His lambs and shepherd His sheep.

 Jesus further predicted to Peter he would be killed: 
“You will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you 

 and lead you where you do not want to go”. 
 The good news was that Peter would probably be an old man anyway.

 John 21v18.
         It was a bitter pill for Peter, because just a few weeks earlier, Peter knew
how Jesus brutally murdered, stretching out His hands. Now, to crucify an
old man would be such a hideous sight. 

 Peter was sad, and he wanted to know John’s fate. 
 Surely it could not alone that would die such a scary death. 
 But Jesus did not tell him. Them. Instead, he told Peter to follow him!
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Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain until I return, what is that to you? 
You follow Me!” John 21v22.

         Many years later, when he was about to be executed, Peter reminded the
believers of these words. 

 He wrote:
“I know that it will soon be laid aside, 

as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me”. 
2Peter 1v14.

 Shortly afterwards, Peter was killed by crucifixion, in Rome. 
 He was sixty-eight years old.
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He declared His authority, 
He commissioned His disciples to make more disciples, and 

POST-RESURRECTION APPEARANCES: OTHERS
Location: Everywhere

Time: AD 33; Forty Days
 

      John highlighted the first three times Jesus revealed Himself to their
group of His Apostles following His resurrection, and he emphasized that the
Tiberias experience when they went fishing was the third.

This was now the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples 
after He was raised from the dead. John 21v14

POST-RESURRECTION APPEARANCES: GALILEE
Location: A mountain in Galilee

Time: Forty Days post resurrection
  

      Jesus continued to reveal Himself to His followers, i.e., the remaining
Eleven apostles, and other people as well. 

 This went on for forty good days.
         Matthew described one such occasion, which appeared to be a scheduled
engagement, during which Jesus revealed Himself to His Eleven disciples, in
a mountain in Galilee (not in Jerusalem).

Meanwhile, the eleven disciples went to Galilee, 
to the mountain Jesus had designated.

When they saw Him, they worshiped Him, but some doubted. 
Matthew 28v16-17

~
       We can assume that the “some” who doubted were the remaining four
Disciples who did not go to the Tiberias Sea with the other seven.
      During this meeting, recorded in Matthew 28v19-20, Jesus made three
specific declarations: 

He promised them His enduring presence. 
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 He said:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me”. Matthew 28v18.
 Then He said:

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you.” 
Matthew 28v19.

 And then:
“Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28v20.
       It is amazing to see that Jesus truly wanted a massive followership, and
for His Followers to spread throughout the ends of the earth. 

 And the tool was simple: Discipleship!
 Teaching people the same learnings they had received from Him. 
 Words are powerful, especially the Words of Jesus.

POST-RESURRECTION APPEARANCES: OTHERS
 

    Luke the historian, in his second book – the Acts of the Apostles –
confirmed that Jesus, following His resurrection, continued to reveal
Himself to His followers on several occasions, with many convincing proofs
that He indeed was alive. 

 He wrote:
After His suffering, 

 He presented Himself to them with many convincing proofs that He was alive. 
 He appeared to them over a span of forty days 

and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
Acts 1v3.

     Later, Apostle Paul confirmed this by mentioning how Jesus revealed
Himself to specific individuals. 

 He wrote:
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: 

 that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried,
 that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

 and that He appeared to Cephas and then to the Twelve. 
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After that, He appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, 
 most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 

 Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
 And last of all He appeared to me also, as to one of untimely birth. 

 1Corinthians 15v3-8
~

         While there were no doubts, scripturally, that Jesus appeared to all these
people mentioned, the sequence of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearance as
listed in this passage may not be totally accurate. 
       It is however heart-warming, that Jesus did not give up on His brother
James. He revealed Himself to James, thus changing the course of James’ life,
even though we were not told when and how they met, or the content of their
conversation. 

 I believe Jesus practised the concept of “family first”. 
       It was not surprising, therefore, that James quickly rose across the ranks,
and above all the people who were Followers of Jesus before him. He soon
became the physical Head of the Church, the headquarters of which was
situated in Jerusalem until its fall in AD 70. 
        That was the same James who was never a Disciple while Jesus was still
alive on earth, but rather a foremost critic of Jesus. 
         This goes to show that those family members who seem to be mockers or
haters can still come to submit themselves to Jesus and be used by God for
His Kingdom here on earth.
       Furthermore, this passage revealed that Jesus appeared to five hundred
people at once. 

 We were not given the chronology of how and when that happened. 
        However, it was heartening that Jesus went beyond just His small group
of twelve or seventy-two Disciples and that He revealed Himself to larger
crowds. 
       That was not His largest crowd, but a crowd of  five hundred was good
enough for the purpose of His revelation.
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THE FINAL APPEARANCE OF JESUS

Location: Mount of Olives
Time: AD 33; Day 40, Post Resurrection

 
 It was time for Jesus to return to where He came from. 

         The extra forty days He hung around was to tidy up the loose ends. Well,
not from His side, because He had already perfected His work when He said
“It is finished”

 It was to help His disciples to have faith in Him and not to be afraid.
       The followers of Jesus that came with Him from Galilee to the Passover
had all returned to Galilee, and life was back to being as normal as it could
be, given the circumstances. 
       However, they had not followed His original instruction He gave them
when He appeared to them on the night of His resurrection. 
He told them:

And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. 
But remain in the city (Jerusalem) 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Luke 24v49
       This instruction involved handing off the baton of dispensation – from
Jesus to the Holy Spirit, after which he had to return to where He came from. 
        That proper handover was of utmost importance, otherwise it would be
the biggest “loose end” ever.
        To achieve this, Jesus had to take them all, a total of about one hundred
and twenty of His followers, men and women, back to Jerusalem. 

 They all set out on a journey, following Jesus as He led the way. 
 To Jerusalem, and then beyond there, to Bethany.

When Jesus had led them out as far as Bethany, 
He lifted up His hands and blessed them. While He was blessing them, 

He left them and was carried up into heaven.
Luke 24v50-51.

 We were back to the very spot where we started from.
 Bethany!

        Recall that Bethany was a small town located on the slopes of the Mount
of Olives.
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THE ASCENSION OF JESUS (PREVIEW)

Location: Mount of Olives
Time: AD 33; Day 40, Post Resurrection

 
 An important event happened right thereafter – Jesus left them. 
 And He was carried up into heaven.

While He was blessing them, He left them and was carried up into heaven. 
Luke 24v51.

 Well, we did not see that coming.
 Mark also testified to that fact when he wrote:

After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, 
He was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 

Mark 16v19.
 So, what exactly happened that day in “Bethany”, that day?
 We shall see shortly.
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FINALE
...



Location: Mount of Olives
Time: AD 33; Day 40, Post Resurrection

 
         Jesus led His followers from their location around the Sea of Galilee, and
all the way back to Jerusalem.

 And beyond there, to Bethany.
 To the Mount of Olives.
 And while they were gathered together, He commanded them: 

 “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift the Father promised, 
 which you have heard Me discuss. 

 For John baptized with water, but in a few days, 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 1v4-5.

         There at the Mount of Olives, Jesus repeated the instruction, for them to
remain in Jerusalem for the sole purpose of receiving the “Gift promised by
the Father”, that is, the Holy Spirit. 
      He made His Disciples aware that His time was indeed up, and there
would be no more random appearances. 
      He however also assured them that the “Gift promised by the Father”
would be released to them within the next few days.
       The Disciples raised a few of their concerns again to Jesus, which were
quite different from what Jesus was trying to communicate to them. 

 They asked Him, 
“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” Acts 1v6

        This concern was similar to what Cleopas and his friend said to Jesus on
the Emmaus road. When they said, 

“But we were hoping He was the One who would redeem Israel.” Luke 24v21.
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First in Jerusalem. 

Then in “all of Judea”. 

 Apparently, some people were diehard optimists.
         These Disciples were hoping for the redemption for a Kingdom that had
irrevocably broken down. Israel had, as it were, gone into extinction since
the time they went into captivity by the Assyrians.

 722BC.
       Judah too would have suffered the same fate and would have gone into
extinction when the Babylonian forced them into slavery in 605 BC.
However, they found redemption seventy years later. 
       And they had since remained a politically weak nation, bottom feeders,
governed by the world powers – After the Babylonians, they were controlled
by the Persians and Medes, then ruled by the Greeks, and then, they became
a Province of Judea, under the Roman reign. 
(See my book “The Interface: Understanding the Book of Daniel” for more on this.)
        So, humanly speaking, there would never be a restoration of Israel, only
that they had read in prophecy that it would happen someday. 

 Jesus was telling them: 
Do not worry about that for now. Rather, worry about Jerusalem which

would soon be burnt down! The purpose of our gathering is different. This is
about the “Gift promised by the Father”.

Jesus replied, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
 that the Father has fixed by His own authority.

 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 
 and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

 and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1v7-8.
 The Gift of the Holy Spirit would give them the power to witness.
 The disciples would be empowered to witness, in a progressive manner:

         That was within their immediate locality, mostly to their fellow Jews, to
the religious institution that opposed Christ, to the people who lived within
the city and those who identify with the Jewish faith.

       As mentioned earlier, Judah had become a Roman province, and it paid
taxes to the Caesar, that is, he Roman Emperor. This is to be distinguished
from the “Kingdom of Judah” as seen in the Old testament.
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Then to Samaria. 

Then to the ends of the earth. 

         The province of Judea incorporated many areas, including the regions of
Judea, Samaria and Idumea (Edom), and extended over other parts as well.
Its capital was Caesarea Maritima, and not Jerusalem.

        Samaria was which technically part of the Old United Israel Kingdom. In
fact following the infamous split of the Old of Israel, Samaria became the
capital of the Northern Kingdom. It was home to King Ahab and Jezebel from
where the couple ruled!
      The animosity began when Samaritans became half-Jew, half-Gentile.
And a mix of an already spiritually corrupt Israelites and pagan foreigners –
the Assyrians. They were also very mean to the Jews. 

 Today, Samaria is now the northern West Bank. 
      Several hundred Samaritans still live in Israel and continue to practice
their faith centred on the Law of Moses and Mount Gerizim. 

        That was the tricky part. However, it happened! And that could only be 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Location: Mount of Olives
Time: AD 33; Day 40, Post Resurrection

 
“After [Jesus] had said this, they watched as He was taken up, 

 and a cloud hid Him from their sight.” 
Acts 1v9.

 And that was a wrap.
This event was also confirmed in other gospels:
After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into heaven and sat down at

the right hand of God. Mark 16v19.
While He was blessing them, He left them and was carried up into heaven. 

Like 24v51.
 Jesus was done with His business.
 And it was time to go back to where He came from, to the Father. 
 The people watched as He was lifted from that mountain into heaven.
 Jesus made His exit somewhat dramatic. 

     By now, He expected His disciples to be somewhat familiar with the
supernatural, with the fact that He could make any sudden appearances and
disappearances.
        However, that perhaps was the first time of them seeing Him physically
lifted and hidden from their sight by a cloud. They probably could hope He
would appear again, but what happened next proved them that it would be
their final moments with a physical Jesus.
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 HEAVEN

 
“They were looking intently into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men

dressed in white stood beside them.
 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?

 This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same
way you have seen Him go into heaven.” 

Acts 1v11.
        It is important to note, that “heaven” in this context does not necessarily
refer to some mysterious city in the sky with golden streets. 
        It simply meant “the visible sky; the clouds; the vaulted sky; the universe
in which the planets, the stars and the sun were attached; the region above
this sphere”. 

 This may be compared with Genesis 1v1 where the Bible wrote: 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Genesis 1v1.
~

         Jesus had already completed His business. Staying back was basically to
build up the faith of His followers, so they could believe that He had indeed
risen.

 And to help them get prepared for the dispensation of the Holy Spirit.

292

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi



 RETURN TO JERUSALEM

 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, 

which is near the city, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 
Acts1v12

~
      The phrase “Sabbath day’s journey” appears only in this passage of the
scripture. 
     And as we have seen earlier, Bethany was only a short distance from
Jerusalem, some five kilometres apart.
         On the Sabbath, the Law forbade any form of work, including travelling;
the Law and tradition only allowed for people to move around short
distances. 
        Thus, and the term “Sabbath day’s journey” only corroborated how short
that distance was. It is not a seven days’ journey as some people have wrongly
interpreted it. 

 See Exodus 16:29; Numbers 35:5; Joshua 3:4.
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PENTECOST

 
        Exactly ten days after the Ascension of Jesus, the Holy Spirit descended
and continued from where Jesus left!

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
 Suddenly a sound like a mighty rushing wind came from heaven 

 and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
 They saw tongues like flames of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 

 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
 and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 Acts 2v1-4.
~

       It was the day of Pentecost – which was celebrated on the fiftieth day
from Passover – that the Holy Spirit descended. 
         In the Law of Moses, it was originally called Feast of Harvest or the Feast
of Weeks (Exodus 23&24; Leviticus 16; Numbers 28; & Deuteronomy 16).
        On that day, a threshold was crossed, and the church came alive! And it
only got bigger, and better from there.
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 SOON AFTERWARDS: PAUL

 
 Jesus appeared to Saul on the Damascus road. 
 (See 1 Cor 15:8; Acts 9:1-25.)

        As Saul/Paul continued to persecute the Church, with full authorization
by the High Priest Himself, Jesus knew He had to stop him.

 And He did!
 The account was written in Acts chapter 9.

vs1: Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out threats and murder against the Lord’s
disciples. He went to the high priest…

Then Jesus interrupted him with a flash of light!
vs4: [Saul] fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you

persecute Me?”
vs5: “Who are You, Lord?” Saul asked.

vs 5-6: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” He replied. “Now get up and go into the
city, and you will be told what you must do.”

 The rest, as they say, is history. 
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 MUCH LATER: JOHN

 
 Many decades later, Jesus appeared to His old best friend. 
 John the son of Zebedee. 

      On the island known as Patmos – a small Greek island located in the
Aegean Sea where he was held a prisoner.

 He was the last man standing. All the other Disciples were long dead!
    John saw Jesus – not the ruggedly handsome chap with whom he
weathered the Galilean sea, but he saw Jesus in His glory, and he could hardly
recognise Him. 

 He wrote:
Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. 

And having turned,  I saw seven golden lampstands, 
and among the lampstands was One  like the Son of Man, 

dressed in a long robe, with a golden sash around His chest.
 The hair of His head was white like wool, as white as snow, 

 and His eyes were like a blazing fire. 
 His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, 

 and His voice was like the roar of many waters. 
He held in His right hand seven stars, 

and a sharp double-edged sword came from His mouth. 
 His face was like the sun shining at its brightest.

 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. 
 But He placed His right hand on me and said, 

 “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last, the Living One. 
 I was dead, and behold, now I am alive forever and ever! 

 And I hold the keys of Death and of Hades. 
Revelation 1v12-18.

~
          The Book of Revelations had twenty-two short chapters, but strangely, it
was one of the least read Books of the Bible. Perhaps because it is sort of
mysterious. Well, I look forward with excitement to sharing some of my
insights on that mysterious book of revelation with you my reader, very soon.
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 THE MESSIANIC KING: SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND

 
[Jesus] was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 

Mark 16v19.
~

         Mark made mention of an interesting line of thoughts: 
       He wrote that Jesus was taken into a location named “heaven” where He
“sat down at the right hand of God”. 
      This statement was in synch with a Messianic prophecy of King David
which he made in the 110th Psalm.

The LORD said to my Lord: 
“Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 

Psalm 110v1.
       More intriguing is the fact that this Psalm was quoted in many parts of
the New Testament: 
       First by Jesus Himself on the week of His crucifixion in Matthew 22v44;
Mark 12v36;and Luke 20v42-43; 
         Also by Apostle Peter in Acts 2v34-35. 
       Stephen also, when he was being martyred, said he saw a vision of Jesus,
at the right hand of God, but not sitting. Jesus was standing. It appeared
Jesus was giving him a standing ovation, Stephen being the very first martyr. 

 
“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open 

and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
 Acts 7v56.

      Later, in Revelation, we see that there is a special place in the heart of
Jesus for people who are martyred for the Gospel.
         The ascension event was a form of interface, a blurring of the dichotomy
between the physical and the spiritual. 
        The Disciples looked up to see a Jesus who was being caught up into the
physical clouds. 
      However, beyond the physical, it appeared Jesus had already laid His path,
and His position was at “the right hand of God”, where He had His throne
established.
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         Psalm 110 is a short Psalm of just seven verses. However, it is a powerful
Messianic Psalm that also prophesies about the Kingship of Jesus. 
       It is also a Psalm that has also unapologetically generated a truckload of
questions, most of which are beyond the scope of this book.
        The author of Hebrew gave us a more captivating perspective of the first
verse that Psalm. He wrote:

But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, 
He sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time, 

He waits for His enemies to be made a footstool for His feet. 
Hebrew 10v12-13.

~
         Apostle Paul gave us another catchy  insight into the interpretation of the
verse in 1 Corinthians 15, when he was discussing the order of resurrection.

v23: But each in his own turn: Christ the firstfruits; then at His coming, those who
belong to Him. 

v24: Then the end will come, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father after
He has destroyed all dominion, authority, and power. 

v25: For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.
v26: The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

       It seemed obvious Jesus took up that “right hand” position, whatever that
meant, following His crucifixion, death, and resurrection. 

 That part of the prophecy had been accomplished.
      However, the second part of that prophetic verse – the part that reads
“until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet” had not been fully satisfied. 
      Apostle Paul explained the reasons for that apparent “delay”, when he
wrote that it would only happen at the end of time!
         As I study the Book of Revelation, in chapters 19 and 20, I realise that the
revelations seen by John is in perfect harmony with the writings of Apostle
Paul in the verses above. 
      There would be resurrection, where mortality will be swallowed up in
immortality. The people who belonged to Jesus – His Bride the Church, and
those martyred during the Great Tribulation, would share the Resurrection
Body of Jesus. 

 Together with Jesus, they would rule the earth for a thousand years. 
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 One by one, the “enemies” would become “footstools”. 
 The Beast and his False Prophet would be cast into the lake of fire. 

      Then Satan (obviously with his cohorts, including his fallen angels) would be
thrown into the lake of fire. 

 And finally, Death and Hades would be cast into the lake of fire. 
 Those were the enemies. 

        Sadly, any persons found whose names were not written in the Book of
Life too would be thrown into the Lake of Fire. (Recall the “outer darkness” in
the Parables of Jesus.)

And if anyone was found whose name was not written in the Book of Life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire. Revelation 20v15.

~
 On this intense note, we come to the end of this book.

       The Long Walk to Calvary will not be complete without asking you, my
readers, to reflect on your walk with God, and to open your hearts to the
Lord. Jesus asked us to do only one thing for Him. And that one thing is to
remember Him. The one reason He instituted The Lord’s Supper!
      This book is a complete entity in its own rights. However, I have been
writing a three-part series which I titled, “My Book of Prophesies” series. As you
would have noticed, I made loads of references to the series in this book. 
       In Book 2, “The Touchdown: Understanding the prophecies of the End Times”, I
focused on the concept of “The End Times”. In Book 3, “The Revelation:
Understanding the Book of Revelation”, issues around the end of the age were
tackled. While Book 1, “The Interface: Understanding the Book of Daniel” served as
a melting pot, linking the past with the future, and making sense of it all. 

 All three books are highly recommended.
     Like I always say, it is always best and safest to use the scriptures to
interpret the scriptures.
       I hope you have been tremendously blessed by this book. And I hope this
book has shaped and changed your outlook and your understanding of the
scriptures in some ways.

 I trust you will share this book with all the people you know.
 And please, let me know what you think. 
See you in my next book.
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 Thank you for daring to journey with me on The Long Walk to Calvary.
        It has always been my desire to write a book that integrates and details
the final week of Jesus on earth, one we now know as the Passion Week, the
Holy Week, or the Week of Jesus’ Suffering.
        This was inspired by the fact that I could never understand it by reading
these events and stories from the pages of the Bible, no matter how much I
tried. For starters, these Biblical accounts were written by four different
authors in four different books, not to mention all the cross references! The
chronology did not make much sense to me. Sometimes, they just did not
add up, and on surface level, some were just plainly contradictory.
      Furthermore, while the four canonical gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John – recorded the life, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus, they
wrote from completely different perspectives.
         So, I took on the challenge to pool them together, so that at least, I could
make sense of it as a whole, hoping it would have a meaningful flow, so that I
could finally have an understanding of it.
        Four years ago, in 2017, I started working on it. I did extensive searches,
and I came up with an extremely long blog post. The following year (2018), I
upgraded the post into a blog page. And the following year (2019), I broke it
down into a series of manageable chunk for each day of the week. 
      In 2020, I had some breakthroughs. I realised I needed to develop my
findings into a book. And I completed my first draft of this book. I took it
further such that by the Easter period, I was able to publish two excerpts
from this big volume: The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus, and At the
Garden Tomb: The Resurrection Story.
       And now, in 2021, the book is ready to be released as a single, complete
volume for the first time. I am excited, and grateful for the opportunity to
share my insights and discoveries with you. 

It feels like drawing from a fresh and never-ending springs of water.
 
 

A Word From The Author
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The Interface: Understanding the Book of Daniel
The Touchdown: Understanding the Prophecies of the End times
The revelation: Understanding the Book of Revelation. 

        The Long Walk to Calvary is an in-depth Bible Study that explores the fine
details the final week Jesus spent on earth, on a day-by-day basis.
       It takes a close look at what transpired, reads in between the lines, asks
tough questions, and vigorously searches through the Bible for relevant
answers. It is overall enlightening, gripping, and comforting to read.
        I have always said that the best way to interpret the scriptures is to stay
within the scriptures. External sources have their place; they are often
helpful and they should not be discarded. 

 However, if unsure, it is safest to stick to the scriptures. 
 This has remained my guiding principle in all my books.

         The Long Walk to Calvary is suitable for personal and group Bible Study,
as a reference tool, and as a resource for Biblical Training.
         I pray that you would find growth, knowledge, insight, inspiration, deep
understanding, and spiritual equipping from the pages of this book!

 I would love to hear from you, and to read from you. 
         I read your reviews, comments, opinions, and criticisms; they have been
quite helpful. Please continue to write and send your reviews; they are always
appreciated. 
       The greatest compliment you can give me is to recommend my books to
your friends, families, colleagues, fans, followers, church members, group
members, and just about everyone else!
         Watch out for My Book of Prophecies series:

1.
2.
3.

Follow me on social media @kemiowonibi on most platforms.
Email author: kemiowonibi@outlook.com
Subscribe to my author’s website www.kemiowonibi.com
Blog at www.realbiblepeople.wordpress.com
Till next time, remain blessed and keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.
Blessings to you and all yours.
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http://www.kemiowonibi.com/
http://www.realbiblepeople.wordpress.com/


A schematic map showing old Israel & Judah 

(& surrounding regions) 

during the time of the New Testament. 

Source: Conforming To Christ.
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Schematic Map showing the 12 tribes of Israel. 

Note how Naphthali and Zebulum became Galilee, 

and the central regions evolved into Samaria and Decapolis. 

Source: Wikipedia
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 The Messiah was going to be cut off according to the prophecy of Daniel.
      Daniel was an old man in Babylonian captivity when the angel named
Gabriel appeared to him. 
         He was praying when Gabriel came to him “in swift flight about the time
of the evening sacrifice” (Daniel 9v21), to reveal to Daniel a sequence of
events that would commence as soon as a “decree” was made – the decree to
restore and rebuild Jerusalem. That was a hint that there was an imminent
end to their seventy-year long Babylonian captivity, and that the permission
for the exiled Jews to be released and to return to their country would be
granted soon. 
        Gabriel further revealed to Daniel that a timeline, and a series of events
would start immediately this decree was made, and it would continue until
such a time when there would be “Messiah the Prince”. 
       He also pointed that immediately after “Messiah the Prince”, the Messiah
would be “cut off” – the Messiah would be killed at His prime, appearing to
have accomplished nothing in human terms.

 We read these in Daniel 9:25&26:
“Know and understand this: 

From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, until the
Messiah, the Prince, there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. 
It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of distress. 

Then after the sixty-two weeks, 
the Messiah will be cut off and will have nothing, 

and the people of the prince who is to come
 will destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

The end will come like a flood, and until the end there will be war; 
desolations have been decreed.”

Understanding The Prophecies of The End Times

THE TOUCHDOWN

Chapter 1: Messiah The Prince
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         Isaiah appeared to be more graphic in detailing the events during which
the Messiah would be cut off in his prophesies recorded in Isaiah chapter 53.
In fact, the entire chapter of Isaiah chapter 53 eulogised the cutting off of the
Messiah.

vs2 – “… He had no stately form or majesty to attract us, no beauty that we should
desire Him.”
vs3 – “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with
grief. Like one from whom men hide their faces, He was despised, and we esteemed
Him not. ”
vs 4 – “we considered Him stricken by God, struck down and afflicted. ”
vs 5 – “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities”
vs 6 – “The LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. ”
vs 7 – “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. ”
vs8 – “By oppression and judgment He was taken away, and who can recount His
descendants? For He was cut off from the land of the living; He was stricken for the
transgression of My people.”
vs 10 – “Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer.”

Jesus The Messiah

          Coming to the New Testament, we realised something vital:
the Messiah was identified. 

 He had a name, an identity, and that was just glorious. 
 Jesus, the Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah.

        Christ is the English derivative of the word Christos – which is the Greek
interpretation for the Hebrew word Messiah. 

 And Messiah means “the Anointed One”. 
         Over and over again, in the Bible, Jesus was identified as the Messiah. At
the time when He was baptised by John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit came in
bodily form, like a dove, and descended upon Him.

 John the Baptist testified of Jesus in the book of John 1:32. He said 
“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove 

and resting on Him.”
      Andrew, who was at that time John’s disciple, believed that testimony,
and he actively stalked Jesus, such that Jesus invited Andrew to His home. 

The Long Walk to Calvary by Kemi Owonibi



307

        We read of Andrew in John 1:41 – 
“He first found his brother Simon and told him, 

“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated as Christ).”
 Jesus also gave a testimony about Himself as the Anointed One.

       At the beginning of His public ministry on earth, Jesus walked into the
Synagogue in Nazareth, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to
Him. 
        He unrolled the scroll to the exact point He wanted, and He read: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me…” 
(See Luke 4 v 16 – 21). 

        When He was done, He rolled up the scroll, returned it to the attendant,
and sat down, and told the people in that Synagogue, that that scripture had
been fulfilled right before their eyes! That was because He was the Christ, the
Anointed One, the Messiah.
        Believers in Jesus are now recognised as Christians, in recognition of the
message of Christ or the Messiah which they have believed. The writer of
Hebrews also exalted the infallibility and the unchanging nature of the
Christ. He wrote in Hebrews 13:8 – 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

Messiah The Prince.

      Having identified the Messiah, we follow the trail, as we search for the
timing of the fulfilment of the prophecies with the themes: “Messiah the
Prince” and “Messiah cut off”. 
        Surely, they shouldn’t be far apart! No, they weren’t.
      The amazing fact was that both events would happen only about three-
and-half years after Jesus was identified as the Christ, that is, at the very tail
of Jesus’s ministry, during the very last week of His existence on earth.
     Jesus’ final week on earth was heralded by His triumphant entry into
Jerusalem. 

On that day, He was not just the Messiah, He was also the Prince. 
       It is noteworthy here, the in the Bible, the word “Prince” is generally not
used to describe the son of a king or a future king. 
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     In the Bible, “Prince” refers to rulers, kings, chief men of the state,
governors, lord-lieutenants of the provinces, principalities, and persons with
power or authority over a territory. 
      For example, when we read expressions like, “The Prince of Persia” or “The
Prince of this world”, they simply describe rulers rather than the heirs or the
offspring of Kings.
         At the Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem, Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of
the prophet Zachariah which was prophesied in Zachariah 9v9.
The prophecy reads: 

“Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘See, your King comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt,

the foal of a beast of burden.’”
      This was fulfilled in Matthew 21v5, when Jesus entered Jerusalem as a
Prince. He entered Jerusalem like a King, like the Prince of God.
        The whole city stirred. There was a massive crowd on the road, ahead of
him and behind him, chanting and cheering, and accepting Him with much
celebration.

 They shouted and chanted: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21v9).

        Jesus was back in Jerusalem. He arrived as Messiah the Prince. And He
would be visiting the Temple at Jerusalem, for the next day or two, after
which He would bow out, and would never return.
       Here comes “Messiah the Prince”, and we now know that by the end of
that week, the Messiah would be “cut off” in the most brutal way ever!

_____

      Join me for this in-depth study of the Bible as we explore scriptural prophecies –
past, present, and future – in this three-parts series I titled “My Book of Prophecies”.
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The powerful story of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus 
holds great significance to the Christian faith. 

For in the heart Christianity lay these incredible happenings – 
the central historical events in the Christian faith: 

 
Without Crucifixion, there is no Redemption.

Without Resurrection, there is no Christianity.
 

The Long Walk to Calvary tells the intricate details of the weeklong
adventures that culminated in the crucifixion and resurrection of the Lord. 
It synthesises all the four canonical Gospels, detailing the day-by-day and

hour-by-hour accounts of the Passion Week.  
 

The Long Walk to Calvary is an in-depth Bible Study that draws insights
from the accounts of the Gospels and from the prophetic utterances of
the men and women of old. It is suitable for personal and group study,

and a recommended resource for Biblical Training.

about the author

KEMI OWONIBI
Kemi Owonibi is a mum, writer, doctor, and author of faith-based

books including “Bathsheba”, and “The Pharaoh Who Did Not
Know Joseph”. She writes contemporary romance fiction,

including the intriguing “Being Mrs Stevens”, “After Lights Out”, and  
“A New Day”. She is the author behind @realbiblepeople. She has 

 also written a self-help book: “How to Get Better at Writing”.
She lives with her family in Port-Elizabeth, South Africa.

Visit the author at www.kemiowonibi.com

CALVARY

T H E  L O N G

TO
WALK

A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus' Final Week on Earth


