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Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so

the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal

life.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and

only Son, that everyone who believes in Him shall not

perish but have eternal life. 

For God did not send His Son into the world to

condemn the world, but to save the world through

Him. 

~ Jesus (John 3 v 14-17)
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“The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus”

and 
“At The Garden Tomb”

are excerpts from my new book:

“The Long Walk to Calvary”

“The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus”

details the events that occurred on
Good Friday,

after Jesus was led to Calvary where He was
Crucified
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Back Story:
CRUCIFIXION

Location: Somewhere on the Map

Time: Old Testament meets the New Testament

     The life of Jesus, His ministry, death and resurrection

were strongly set upon prophecies written about Him

by the people of old. The Scriptures, which by that time

were largely composed of the Old Testament, were

filled with words that accurately depicted His existence

every step of the way.

     In fact, Jesus Himself testified to the fact that He had

come to fulfil the writings of the Law and The Prophets.

     Through the writings of the prophets of old, we

understood that Jesus would be betrayed by someone
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close to Him, He would suffer, He would be killed, and

He would rise again.

     Therefore, it came as a little surprise that the there

was paucity of information regarding the exact kind of

death Jesus would suffer in the writings of the men of

old.

     That is, death by Crucifixion!

     Well, in fairness, crucifixion as a capital punishment

was not a common occurrence in the days of the Old

Testament. It was only made popular by the Romans

during their time as the world power. It was virtually

never used in pre-Hellenic Greece who came before

the Romans; and it was such a vile act that it was

eventually abolished by one of their Emperors by 4th

century AD.

     Isaiah was a Messianic prophet who he gave us a

hint about the nature of Jesus’ death as he wrote in

Isaiah chapter 53. 

     Isaiah confirmed that Jesus would be gruesomely

killed after He had been horridly tormented; He would

be “despised and rejected”, “oppressed and afflicted”,

“pierced”, “crushed”, “struck down”, “beaten”, “punished”,

and so badly defaced that people would “hide their

faces” from Him. 

     He however added the purpose of the suffering was 
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for the salvation of mankind.

     Even then, he did not mention “crucifixion”; the

closest he described were “a lamb to the slaughter”, and

“a sheep before her shearers”. 

     We do know that the Messiah was not slaughtered,

at least not in that sense.

     Zechariah was another Messianic prophet, and he

also prophesied about the suffering Messiah. He too

confirmed the “piercing” of Jesus as He prophesied in

Zechariah 12v10:

“Then I will pour out on the house of David and on

the people of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and prayer,

and they will look on Me, the One they have

pierced.”

     Moses on the other hand crafted a bronze snake,

and he hung it on a tall pole while he and the Israelites

wandered in the wilderness, as a prototype of salvation

of mankind.

     Perhaps the closest hint to the kind of death Jesus

would die was written by King David, who was arguably

the greatest Messianic prophet of all times.

     For under the influence of the Spirit, he went as far

as saying Jesus would be “nailed in the hands and feet”. 

     See Psalm 22. Read the whole chapter.

     He wrote:
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“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? … 

a band of evil men encircles me; they have pierced

my hands and feet.” Psalms 22vs1,16.

     When Jesus - the Messiah arrived, He became His

own prophet. From the early days of His ministry, and

without mincing words, He started pointing towards His

own death – by Crucifixion. 

     Since the specifics about the nature of His death

were not written in the Old Testament prophecies, it

becomes apparent that Jesus could have chosen any

form of death, but He chose crucifixion!

     So, why did Jesus choose to be crucified? Well, I

don’t know!

     In the early days of His ministry, when the Jewish

religious leader Nicodemus visited Him privately by

night, Jesus had this to say:

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness,

so the Son of Man must be lifted up.” John 3v14. 

     Much later, towards latter part of His ministry, at His

transfiguration, Jesus was found to be communing with

Moses and Elijah as they deliberated on the type of

death He would suffer.

“Suddenly two men, Moses and Elijah, began talking

with Jesus. They appeared in glory and spoke about

His departure, which He was about to accomplish at 

8
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Jerusalem.” Luke 9v30-31

     I believe that was when the decision was made – 

He wasn’t going to be burnt into ashes, stoned to death

or pushed over a cliff. He wasn’t going to be beheaded

either. Rather, He was going to undergo a formal trial

and be sentenced to death. 

     By crucifixion.

     With the decision made, Jesus continued to prepare

Himself for that day. He became more vocal about it. He

spoke about it repeatedly to anyone who cared to listen

up until the night He was arrested: that He was going to

be crucified!

     At His triumphant entry to Jerusalem, He said:

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw

all men to Myself.” He said this to indicate the kind

of death He was going to die.” John 12v32-33.

     On the Tuesday of the Passion Week, during an in-

house conversation with His disciples, He dropped the

bombshell, again:

“When Jesus had finished saying all these things, He

told His disciples, “You know that the Passover

begins in two days, and the Son of Man will be

handed over to be crucified.”” Matthew 26v1-2.

     However, when the day finally arrived, on Thursday

night, He jittered as He prayed at Gethsemane:
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Mark 14v35:

“Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take

this cup from Me.” 

Matthew 25v39:

“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from

Me. Yet not as I will, but as You will.” 

Matthew 26v42:

“My Father, if this cup cannot pass unless I drink it,

may Your will be done.” 

     Eventually, Jesus submitted Himself to the Will of the

Father!

     Shortly after the prayers, with eyes set and mind

made up, at around midnight, Jesus was arrested. He

went to trial overnight, and by the following morning,

He was sentenced.

     To death by crucifixion!

     On the Cross, at the execution hill known as “the

Skull”, or “Calvary”, or “Golgotha”, Jesus made some very

important statements, seven very important words that

rang through the ages:

The Seven Famous Last Word of Jesus!

Let's dive in now, shall we?
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On The Way To
CALVARY

Location: On The Road to Golgotha

Time: Friday morning (some minutes before 9:00 am)

AD 33; 14 Nisan/April 3.

“Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified, and

the soldiers took Him away. Carrying His own cross,

He went out to The Place of the Skull, which in

Aramaic is called Golgotha.” John 19v16-17.

~

     It’s official now. Jesus had been sentenced by the

Roman governor – Pontius Pilate – to be executed by

crucifixion.

     However, the timing of this event was odd:
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     First of all, Jesus was tried, sentenced, and crucified

during the biggest Festival in the Jewish religious

calendar – the week-long Passover Festival.

     More importantly, the entire event, from trial to

execution, was sandwiched between the two high

points of the Passover Festival – that is, between the

day the Passover was eaten, and the High Sabbath! 

     It is no wonder then, that the trial of Jesus has been

described as a sham, and one of the most unfair trials

in recorded history!

     After much ado, the moment finally arrived. 

     The Roman centurion and his entire regiment took

Jesus, and escorted Him to the place where He would

be executed. 

     The place called Golgotha. 

     Golgotha is an Aramaic word interpreted as “The

place of skull”. The Latin interpretation is Calvary, which

means “bald head or skull”.

     Golgotha was the hill of execution located outside

the city walls of Jerusalem. It was given that name

because it had the shape of a skull: it was a hill with

two large sunken holes, resembling the eyes of a skull. 

     Jesus was handed over to be crucified. 

     Due to the high profile nature of the trial, and the

immense interest by the religious and political bigots, 
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the centurion had to call out the entire regiment:

“The soldiers took Jesus into the courtyard of the

governor’s headquarters (called the Praetorium) and

called out the entire regiment.” Mark 15v16, NLT. 

     The soldiers tormented Him all the way – savage

beatings with cuts and lacerations, and intense damage

to the body; not to mention the mockery and the

humiliation.

     How do you torture a Man whose only crime was

declaring Himself a King? By torturing Him as a King

who had been captured!

     They stripped Him of His own clothes and put a

scarlet (or purple) royal robe on Him, as recorded by

the Gospels.

     They twisted together a crown of thorns and drilled

it into His head. They put a staff in His right hand and

knelt down before Him to mock Him, saying, “Hail, King

of the Jews!” 

     They spat on Him and took the staff and struck Him

on the head repeatedly. After they had mocked Him,

they removed the robe and put His own clothes back

on Him. 

     Then they led Him away to crucify Him.

     The record of His assault as well as His trip to

Golgotha can be found in the books of Matthew 17v31-
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32; Mark 15v20-21; Luke 23v26-32; and John 19v17.

     He bled, he wept, and endured extreme torture.

     As part of the physical and emotional assault, John

recorded that the soldiers forced Jesus to carry His own

cross – His own execution pole across the city as they

went.

“Carrying His own cross, He went out to The Place of

the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.”

John 19v17.

     However, the other three Gospels mentioned the

name of a man. A man called Simon of Cyrene – a

random man on the streets whom the soldiers grabbed

and forced to carry the Cross of Jesus for Him all the

way to Golgotha. 

     It appeared their Prisoner was too exhausted to

carry the heavy beam.

“Now Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and

Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the

country, and the soldiers forced him to carry the

cross of Jesus.” Mark 15v21.

     The procession was not just about Jesus; two other

prisoners, criminals, most likely sentenced prior to

Jesus, were also being escorted by the Centurion and

his men to the execution hill. (See Luke 23v32.)

     Furthermore, on the way to Calvary, a great number 
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of people followed Him, friends and foes alike. These

included women who kept mourning and wailing for

Him. The Twelve Disciples were not the only ones on

Jesus’ team who journeyed with Him from the region of

Galilee to Jerusalem for the Passover that year. His

other friends, family and ministry supporters also took

the pilgrimage with Him.

     It seemed that as soon as they found out about

Jesus' arrest and trial, and the eventual crucifixion

sentence, they all rushed to the sobering scene, to see

for themselves what exactly was going on.

     These people included Mary Magdalene, Mary the

mother of Jesus, and Salome (whom we now know was

Mrs Zebedee), all following from the a safe distance.

“And there were also women watching from a

distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary

the mother of James the younger and of Joses and

Salome. 

“These women had followed Jesus and ministered to

Him while He was in Galilee, and there were many

other women who had come up to Jerusalem with

Him.” 

Mark 15v40-41.

     It was a sobering sight indeed.

~
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     The Bible did not give much information about this

man, but we do know that Cyrene is in North Africa, in

modern day Libya. 

     It appeared that he was a Jewish gentleman who

lived in Africa but had returned home to Jerusalem,

with his sons, to participate in the Passover Festival.

     It also appeared that Simon the Cyrene later became

a Believer in Jesus, together with his family. He could

possibly be one of the people from Cyrene who heard

the gospel as the Apostle spoke in tongues as recorded

in Acts 2v10. 

     Also, the fact that his name mentioned by three of

the four writers of the Gospel, and his two sons were

specifically identified by Mark, who himself was a

companion of Apostle Paul, suggested that Simon and

his entire family were known to the Believers. 

     More than two decades later, while anticipating his

transfer to Rome, Paul sent a greeting to Rufus, and his

mother, who we believe was Mrs Simon of Cyrene. 

He wrote:

“Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother,

who has been a mother to me as well.” 

Romans 16v13.

    

Who was Simon The Cyrene?
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To
CALVARY 
They Came!

Location: At Golgotha.

Time: Friday morning (some minutes to 9:00 a.m.)

“They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha,

which means The Place of the Skull. There they

offered Him wine mixed with myrrh , but He did not

take it.” Mark 15v22-23. 

(See also Matthew 27v33-34; Luke 23v33; John 19v17).

~

     Jesus arrived at Golgotha, the execution hill. 

     When they arrived at the place, the first thing the 
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soldiers did was to give their Prisoner some medicine

for pain immediately before His crucifixion.

     Jesus was offered wine drugged with myrrh, or bitter

narcotics, which was routinely offered to victims of

crucifixion in order to numb, or decrease their

sensitivity to the excruciating pain, and also to keep

them alive and in pain for much longer. 

     Jesus rejected it. 

     He chose instead to endure with full consciousness

the sufferings appointed for him.
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They
CRUCIFIED

HIM
Location: At Golgotha.

Time: 9:00 a.m., Friday morning 

     Jesus was crucified.

     There wasn’t much ceremony around it, just the

basic protocol: 

     The cross was taken from Simon of Cyrene, and

Jesus was mounted on it. He was initially offered some

narcotics which He rejected. He was nailed on the

cross, just like the other two prisoners. His crime was

hung over His head to serve as a deterrent to others, 
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and the cross was lifted up on that hill, then they used

the tent pegs to keep it securely in place.

     Within minutes, the process was over, but it was the

beginning of a slow painful death.

     The Bible did not dwell much on the process of

nailing, perhaps because it was too painful, too graphic

or too disturbing to describe, because all the 4 gospels

simply wrote:

“THEY CRUCIFIED HIM!” 

Matthew 27v35a; Mark 15v24-25; Luke 23v33b; John

19v18a

     The Gospels however gave us their intrinsic insights

and unique angles to the happenings about the time

and shortly after “they crucified Him”. 

     Mark revealed the exact hour when Jesus was

crucified. He wrote:

“It was the third hour when they crucified Him.”

Mark 15v25.

(Third hour meant nine o’clock in the morning).

     The four gospels informed us that “they crucified

Him” in the company of two other criminals – one on

each side, and Jesus was in the middle (Matthew 27v38;

Mark 15v27; Luke 23v33, John 19v18).

     The gospels also told us that Pilate had a notice of

His “charge” (or crime) posted on the cross. It read: 
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THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

     John further affirmed that, because the place where

Jesus was crucified was near the city, that is, at the city

outskirts, this inscription was written in three different

languages: in Aramaic – which was the lingua franca

and the language of trade, in Latin, and in Greek.

     It wasn’t written in Hebrew, but John mentioned that

many Jews could read the sign (John 19v20). This is

quite interesting piece of information, because it

seemed during His lifetime, Jesus spoke Aramaic more

than any other language; even on the Cross, He

communicated in Aramaic – the reason some Jew

around Him got confused when He called “Eli”, as we

shall see shortly.

     As expected, the Chief Priests and religious leaders

were not pleased with the inscription on the Cross as it

signified that Jesus had the final word in their face-off;

and so, they complained to the governor, but Pilate was

not willing to change it. 

     He told them: 

“What I have written, I have written.” John 19v22.

     John also suggested that four soldiers crucified

Jesus. These four soldiers divided Jesus’ garments into

four parts – one for each soldier. Thereafter, the

undergarment – the tunic – was left. However, because 
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it was seamless, and woven in one piece from top to

bottom, they decided not to ruin the fabric, but to rather

cast a lucky draw for it.

“When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided

His garments into four parts, one for each soldier,

with the tunic remaining. It was seamless, woven in

one piece from top to bottom.” John 19v23.

     Mark also attested to this; thereby fulfilling the

Scripture that said:

“They divided My garments among them, and cast

lots for My clothing.” Psalm 22v18.

     All the Gospels noted that people heaped loads of

insults on Him, mocked Him, shook their head, and

berated Him. Even His “fellow-crucified”, who were also

in excruciating pain, still had the energy to mock and

berate Him.

     For the chief priests, scribes, and elders, it was time

to gloat. Mission accomplished! 

     They said:

“He saved others, but He cannot save Himself. He is

the King of Israel! Let Him come down now from the

cross, and we will believe in Him. 

He trusts in God. Let God deliver Him now if He

wants Him. For He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 

Matthew 27v42. 
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     At the scene of the crucifixion, there were many

people – the good ones, the bad ones, the indifferent

ones, as we shall see shortly.

     When they were done with the crucifixion, the

Centurion and his soldiers sat down, and they kept

watch over Him there (Matthew 27v36).

     Six hours into His crucifixion, at about three o’clock

in the afternoon, Jesus died.

~
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     Crucifixion was a method of capital punishment in

which the persons being executed were tied, or nailed

to a large wooden beam, and left there to hang, for as

long as possible until their eventual death. 

     It was an extreme form of execution reserved for

people who had committed heinous crimes – hardened

criminals, insurgents, and revolutionaries, terrorists,

those who tried to topple the government. 

     The decision to crucify an individual was not a

routine thing to be taken lightly, unless the person truly

deserved it. And the aim of crucifixion was to dissuade

its witnesses from perpetrating similar crimes.

     The person being executed would be attached to the

wooden beam – the cross – by nails or other sharp

objects such as darts and arrows; and sometimes by

rope. The nails were drilled through  the victim’s wrists

unto the crossbeam. The feet would also be nailed,

either separately, or together, one atop the other, onto

the upright stake.

     The actual nailing was often preceded by torture,

public humiliation, and so much scourging; such that by

the time the victims reached the site of execution, they

were already in severe pain, exhausted and 

CRUCIFIXION
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dehydrated, and they would have bled a lot.

     Furthermore, they were crucified naked, with no loin

cloth covering their genitals.

     This was a slow and painful method of execution,

gruesome, humiliating, and public. The public nature of

crucifixion allows a lot of witnesses, and it also serves

to deter these witnesses from committing similar

crimes.

     The torture of crucifixion was dehumanising. The

mere thoughts of it could psychologically destroy the

victim even before the Romans started the physical

torture of the individual. 

     The torture of crucifixion came as savage beatings

and intense damage to the body. The victim would

have thousands of cuts, scrapes, abrasions, and deep

gouges in his skin, to the extent that any movement

would be with lots of pain and agony. Despite these, in

some cases, the victims were forced to carry their own

crossbeam to the place of execution.

     The victims usually died from asphyxiation, i.e.

suffocation. Or exhaustion: the weight of their entire

body leaned on their broken wrists, and they could not

support their weight with their lower bodies for long.

So, they had to lean their bruised backs on the upright

stake. It is not surprising that they got exhausted so 
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easily.

     Furthermore, their diaphragm also could not

function to effectively facilitate gaseous exchange

within their thoracic cage, or to exhale the carbon

dioxide in the lungs. So, while they were able to inhale,

they could not exhale.

    This would go on, until they began to choke. Their

bodies would begin to accumulate carbon dioxide in

toxic levels, which would in turn begin to depress their

brain until they lost consciousness and died.

     The length of time required to reach death could

range from hours to days depending on method, the

victim’s health, and the environment.

     Due to the fact that death from crucifixion could

take several hours to days, the soldiers often did some

extra things to hasten the demise of their victims.

     These include breaking the thigh bones of their

victims. The legs of the person executed would be

broken or shattered with an iron club. This helped to

hasten the suffocation as the would be unable to

support their own respiration, the fractured legs would

be severely excruciating; besides, the big blood vessels

in the thighs could be popped in the process, such that

the person would die quickly from excessive bleeding.

     Even after death, the victims of crucifixion were 
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often left on display, to serve as a warning to any other

potential criminals.

     The origin of crucifixion is not 100% known, it is

believed to have been systematically introduced before

third century BC, but was made popular by the Romans.

     The Romans spent the next 500 years, “perfecting

crucifixion” until the Roman Emperor Constantine I

abolished it in the fourth century A.D. He was believed

to be a Christian, and he felt that crucifixion was being

used to target the Believers.

     Crucifixion was brutal. The horrors of it was so

much that people couldn’t talk about it openly. It was

described as “a most cruel and disgusting punishment”,

and one with such horrid reputations that it “cannot by

any possibility be adequately expressed by any name

bad enough for it”.

     In today’s world, crucifixions are no longer used as a

capital punishment. However, it is believed that some

parts of the world still practise it, albeit mutely.

     Furthermore, some people practice “nonfatal

crucifixion” for religious purposes. This is possible,

because death by crucifixion is not immediate. It is

designed to be a slow and painful one.
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The Seven

Famous Last Words

of JESUS
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 03:00 p.m., Friday.

    Jesus was in deep agony as He was mounted on the

Cross on the execution hill of Golgotha. His body had

been broken and bloodied from the torture He had

been through the entire morning, not to mention He

had not been able to sleep since His arrest at around

midnight. 

     His body was wearied and falling apart.

     Beyond the physical torment, He was performing a 
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spiritual assignment – the ultimate assignment – to

become the sacrificial Lamb of God.

     More than three years earlier, Jesus’ cousin – John

the Baptist revealed Him to the world. He said: 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of

the world!” John 1v29.

     There on the Cross, that prophecy was fulfilled in

bodily form.

     However, there, on the Cross, while focusing on His

“assignment”, Jesus made some important utterances,

which believers of all ages believed to be extremely

important and needed to be taken seriously, as they

constituted the last words of Jesus.

     In the next chapters, we shall take a close look at

each one of these seven final words spoken by our

dear Lord and Saviour.
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Famous Last Words
#1

Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Around 9:00 a.m., Friday morning

“Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what 

they are doing” Luke 23v34.

~

     As soon as they arrived at the execution hill at

Golgotha, and He was mounted on that rugged Cross,

with nails on hands and feet, Jesus made His first

utterance.

     He said a prayer.

     He said a prayer, to the Father, in response to the

soldiers who were still nailing Him and physically  
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The four soldiers divided His clothes and gambled

for His undergarment seamless tunic. 

hurting Him.

     He prayed for the four men who just nailed Him on

the hands and feet. He prayed, by extension for the full

regiment of one hundred soldiers who were all called

back for that assignment, and for their centurion – they

were simply doing their jobs.

     We can believe that also, Jesus prayed for the people

– friends and foes alike, including mockers and haters –

who came to witness His crucifixion. 

     And beyond that, we can safely say that it was also

an intercession for all.

     However, what happened after the prayers was a

lesson for all: after a prayer of forgiveness, nothing

changed. In fact, the pain intensified.

     Following His prayer of forgiveness:

Luke 23v34:

“Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do

not know what they are doing.” And they divided up

His garments by casting lots”. 

John 19v23-24:

 “When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided

His garments into four parts, one for each soldier,

with the tunic remaining.  It was seamless, woven in 
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The soldiers sat around and guarded as He hung

there. Matthew 27v36.

The Religious Leaders wanted the sign displayed

and fastened above His Head changed from “This is

Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Matthew 27v37; Mark

15v26; Luke 23v38; John 19v19-22.

Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the bystanders

and passers-by. 

Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the Jewish

leadership. 

Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the soldiers; in

fact, they even climbed up to offer Him sour wine.

Luke 23v36-37.

And finally, Jesus on the Cross was mocked by the

hardened criminals – the insurrectionists who were

crucified with Him on His two sides, who were also 

one piece from top to bottom. So they said to one

another, “Let us not tear it. Instead, let us cast lots to

see who will get it.”” 

(See also Matthew 27v35b; Mark 15v24b).

     Then there was mockery. 

     Following His prayers of forgiveness for the people,

the mockery did not stop. It only grew louder: 

Matthew 27v39-40; Mark 15v29-30; Luke 23v35. 

Matthew 27v41-43; Mark 15v31-32a; Luke 23v35.
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feeling much of the physical agony He felt. 

Matthew 27v44; Mark 15v32b; Luke 23v39.

     However, it wasn’t all doom and gloom, because

after a while, as life began to seep out of them, one of

the two criminals repented. 

     Amid the overwhelming mockery, one hardened

criminal repented.
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Famous Last Word
#2

Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Sometime before 12 noon, Friday morning

“And Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you 

will be with Me in Paradise.”” Luke 23v43

~

     Jesus was crucified with two criminals on both His

right and His left. In the early hours following their

crucifixion, they were able to mock and berate Jesus.

“Even the revolutionaries who were crucified with

him ridiculed him in the same way.” 

Matthew 27v44, NLT.

     However, as time went by, the two men began to put 
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things into perspective.

     One of them thought Jesus had some immense

power He planned on using at some point later, to

escape death. And he thought Jesus could put that

power to meaningful use, right away. 

He scoffed at Jesus: 

“So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving

yourself – and us, too, while you’re at it!” 

Luke 23v39, NLT.

     The other man however did something special – he

cautioned his friend, co-accused and fellow criminal. 

“We are punished justly, for we are receiving what

our actions deserve. But this man has done nothing

wrong.” Luke 23v40

     He didn’t stop there. He believed the Words of Jesus,

maybe he’s heard them before, or maybe he was just

knowing about them from what people said. 

     He didn’t want to be freed, only to be arrested and

executed again. And the cycle would go on. He would

prefer some sort of “afterlife securities”, which he got.

     He said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into

Your kingdom!” Luke 23v42

     And Jesus assured this man of a Paradise, later in the

day! He said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be

with Me in Paradise.”
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Abraham’s Bosom which is Paradise; and 

Hades, which is also known as Sheol.

     From the scripture, we know that Paradise is not

“heaven”, instead, it is a form of a temporary destination

or a “holding cell” for the souls of righteous people.

     It was also called “Abraham’s bosom” in some other

places in the scriptures.

     In Luke 16v19-31, Jesus gave a real-life account of a

Lazarus and a rich man. It was not a parable. 

     In this story, Jesus disclosed the reality of two kinds

of afterlives – for the righteous and for the unrighteous

– both of which were “holding cells” for the souls of

mankind. These were:

He said:

“Now the poor man died and was carried away by

the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man

also died and was buried. In Hades he lifted up his

eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away

and Lazarus in his bosom.” Luke 16v22-23 (NASB).

     It appeared people from both sides of the divide

could see and recognise one another, and somewhat

communicate, because from the story, the rich man

could identify Lazarus, and he wanted Lazarus to visit.

PARADISE
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     However, Jesus also revealed that these two sections

did not have access to each other, because, as recorded

in Luke 16v26, “a great chasm has been fixed between

them”.

~

Why Was Jesus Going to Paradise

and Hades?

     Jesus assured the criminal who believed Him that

He would be seeing him later in the day at Paradise.

     This indicated that Jesus had some serious business

He would be doing in that territory later in the day as

He interacted with the souls of people.

     In Ephesians chapter 4, Apostle Paul gave us an idea

of what Jesus was busy doing from the time He died

and was buried, up until His resurrection: to lead out  

“a crowd of captives”, among other things.

     He further affirmed that this was a fulfilment of the

prophecy of King David, as recorded in Psalm 68v18.

He wrote:

“That is why the Scriptures say, “When He ascended

to the heights, He led a crowd of captives and gave

gifts to His people.” 

“Notice that it says “He ascended.” This clearly

means that Christ also descended to “the lower 
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parts of the earth”.

“And the same One who descended is the one who

ascended higher than all the heavens, so that he

might fill the entire universe with himself.”

Ephesian 4v8-10 (NLT).

     Apostle Peter in his epistle also shed some more

lights into the business Jesus had in Hades. 

     He said when Christ, the Messiah, was put to death

in the body, but alive in the Spirit, and He went into

Hades – to preach to the souls in prison – souls that

had been held in captive since the days of Noah.

     In 1Peter 3v18-20, we read:

“For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the

righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.

He was put to death in the body but made alive in

the spirit, in which He also went and preached to

the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when

God waited patiently in the days of Noah, while the

ark was being built.” 

     There have been lots of arguments about whether

Jesus actually went into Hades, like taking the battle to

Satan’s doorsteps so He could save souls. 

     While some believe Jesus didn’t have to do that,

others believe that Jesus in fact went to Hades, to

release the souls of men.
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     However, the scriptures we have read suggested

that Jesus went into Hades – right into the very

territory of the enemy – for the ultimate showdown.

Jesus did battle with Satan face to face:

     A battle of good against evil...

     Right against wrong... 

Holiness against impurity! 

     Jesus knew exactly what He was doing; it was all

deliberate. 

     It was no wonder He lasted only six hours on the

Cross. 

He just couldn’t wait!
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Famous Last Words

#3
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Sometime around noon, Friday

“Dear woman, here is your son…. Here is your mother.”

John 19v26-27.

~

     The story here was in some ways depressing, but as

usual, it wasn’t all doom and gloom.

We read in Mark 15v40-41:

“And there were also women watching from a

distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary

the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and

Salome. These women had followed Jesus and 
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ministered to Him while He was in Galilee, and there

were many other women who had come up to

Jerusalem with Him.” 

     Jesus was leaving. He was getting killed. And while

the trials, the sentencing and the actual crucifixion

were going on, the people who cared for Him during

His lifetime began to converge, and watch in horror,

though from a safe distance.

“But all those who knew Jesus, including the women

who had followed Him from Galilee, stood at a

distance watching these things.” Luke 23v49

     As life gradually seeped out of Him, Jesus had one

last wish – He wanted His mother to be well cared for

after His death. And He knew just the right person for

the job.

     Being the first Son of the Mary-Joseph household, it

was His duty to ensure financial security for His

mother. It is believed that by this time, Joseph His

father had died. Some even believed that Mary had

remarried, or that she had her last few children with

another man.

     Well, as the first Son, Jesus was supposed to be the

One to inherit Joseph’s thriving business as the local

Carpenter. Instead, He had abandoned their home and

family business at Nazareth and He had relocated to 
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Capernaum to become a Prophet, a Rabbi.

     It was possible that Jesus had been supporting her,

but the Bible was silent on that.

     However, on the Cross, when He was ready to

depart, Jesus made plan for His mother to be well and

adequately looked after. 

     From His vantage point at the Cross, Jesus looked

and saw a small company – a company comprising of

three ladies, and one gentleman.

     What were the identities of these individuals? Well,

we knew one of them had to be Jesus’ Mom, but then,

let’s check what the Bible said.

Matthew 27v56:

“Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the

mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of

Zebedee’s sons.” 

Mark 15v40:

“Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the

mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and

Salome.” 

John 19v25:

“Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother and her

sister, as well as Mary the wife of Clopas and Mary

Magdalene.” 

     So, first of all, all these writers agreed that there was 
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a young lady known as Mary Magdalene.

     There was also Salome, who was later identified as

Mrs Zebedee, the Mother of James and John – the two

sons of Zebedee. It was no surprise that her son John

was there as well.

     Salome seemed to have a strong friendship with

Jesus’ mother, although some sources believed they

were blood relations, especially considering that John

in his gospel referred to Salome, his own Mother as

“Mary’s sister”. 

     And there was another lady, known as “Mary the

mother of James the younger and of Joseph”. We do

know that the two blood brothers of Jesus were James

and Joseph Jr., suggesting that this Mary was indeed the

Mother of Jesus.

     John also mentioned perhaps a fourth woman Mary

– a Mrs Clopas, among others.

     At the scene of crucifixion, John managed to pull

Mary the Mother of Jesus away from the group, most

likely to comfort her through the horror of watching

her Son murdered mercilessly without committing a

crime. Or perhaps to escort her as she wanted to move

closer to her darling Son.

     At that point, Jesus called their attention.

     Pssst!
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“When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom

He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother,

“Woman, here is your son.” Then He said to the

disciple, “Here is your mother.” So, from that hour,

this disciple took her into his home.” 

John 19v26.

     Jesus established a new relationship between His

beloved mother and His beloved disciple. 

     Jesus called His mother “Woman” again, just like He

said at the beginning of His ministry at wedding

ceremony held at Cana in Galilee.

     In delicate twists, Jesus tried to delineate business

from emotions: 

     Calling her “Mother” might not be appropriate as it

would cut through the already wounded heart of Mary.  

     Calling her “Woman” on the other hand indicated

Jesus distancing Himself from such relationship.

     The “old” had passed, the “new” had begun.

     John knew what to do. He took Mary into his own

home and loved her as his mother.

     It is important to remember that at this point, Jesus

and His company were all on pilgrimage to Jerusalem

for the Passover Festival. So, when Jesus handed over

the care of His mother to John, John took her to his

own house, in Jerusalem.
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     This again suggested that John (or the Zebedee

family) had another home where they could stay while

in Jerusalem.

     It also corroborated the claims made by the gospels

that John able to gain easy access to the High Priest’s

Palace during Jesus’ trial because he was well known to

the High Priest himself.
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     James – the half-brother of Jesus should have been

the one to take up the responsibility of caring for their

Mother Mary, being the second born, but it appeared

James could not be trusted. 

     His absence from the entire crucifixion event spoke

volumes. And quite disturbing too! 

     How could he not be there?

     It was possible, though unlikely, that James didn’t

leave Nazareth to come to Jerusalem for the Passover

Feast; in that case the absence would be justifiable. 

     However, it was also possible that James wasn’t

there because he couldn’t care less. 

     James stopped caring time ago.

     It is no secret that the relationship between Jesus

and His younger brothers was strained. They were

Jesus’ number one critics, and they were not believers.

     Jesus had four brothers – James, Joseph Jr (Joses),

Judas (Jude), and Simon; and at least two sisters. 

See Mark 6v3. See also Matthew 13v55.

     Sadly, while He was still alive in the flesh, these

siblings were not on the same team with Jesus.

     There was a consensus in Nazareth – where they all

lived before Jesus relocated to Capernaum – that Jesus 

JESUS AND HIS BROTHERS
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must have gone “cuckoo”.

     And Jesus didn’t seem to care either!

     One day, in the early days of His ministry, while

Jesus was teaching the people, Mary and her four sons

decided to pay Jesus an emergency visit. The purpose

was to force Him to abandon His new nomadic lifestyle

and make Him come back home.

     However, Jesus totally ignored them. Ghosted them.

Mark 3v21:

“When His family heard about this [His ministry],

they went out to take custody of Him, saying, “He is

out of His mind.” 

Luke 8v19-20:

“Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see Him,

but they were unable to reach Him because of the

crowd. He was told, “Your mother and Your brothers

are standing outside, wanting to see You.”” 

Mark 3v33:

“But Jesus replied, “Who is My mother, and who are

My brothers?”” 

     Jesus publicly denied His family members. He chose

rather to identify with the random people who followed

Him and who were doing the Will of the Father! 

     You can read Matthew 12v46-50; Mark 3v31-35; and

Luke 8v19-21 for more on this.
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     Their family unit was not a functional team, and not

in the best form, to put it nicely.

     Shortly after that bit of drama, when Jesus was done

with the ministries He was busy with at that time, He

decided to go back home, to Nazareth, to see His family.

     However, He too was rejected!  

     Jesus was rejected! By the people of His hometown.

By His relatives. And even by His own household. 

See Matthew 13v53-58; Mark 6v1-6; Luke 4v16-30. 

     The people knew Him; He was the Son of Mary.

Obviously, His father Joseph wasn’t mentioned here,

presumably because he had passed on, and Jesus had

become the Carpenter.

     It has also been speculated by some that Mary had

by this time remarried and perhaps had her younger

children with the new husband. 

Mark 6v3:

    “The people of Nazareth scoffed, and said about Him:

“Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary and the

brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? Aren’t His

sisters here with us as well?” And they took offense

at Him.”

Matthew 13v55-57:

““Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t His mother’s

name Mary, and aren’t His brothers James, Joseph, 
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Simon, and Judas? Aren’t all His sisters with us as

well? Where then did this man get all these

things?” And they took offense at Him.”

     In a surprising turn of events, Jesus appeared to be

hurt, or at least disappointed by their poor reception.

     He responded by expressing how disappointed He

felt about the rejection. In fact, He couldn’t perform

much miracles there. They didn’t want Him!

Matthew 6v4:

Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is without honour

only in his hometown, among his relatives, and in

his own household.” 

Luke 4v23:

“Surely you will quote this proverb to Me: ‘Physician,

heal yourself! Do here in Your hometown what we

have heard that You did in Capernaum.’” 

~

     Jesus’ brother continued to mock Him. They told

Him that to His face! They believed He was chasing

clout, and that His real intention was to be famous. 

     There was a time they were all supposed to travel to

Jerusalem together for the Feast of Tabernacles, and

they told Him to go public, in Jerusalem!

“So, Jesus’ brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go

to Judea, so that Your disciples there may see the 
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works You are doing. For no one who wants to be

known publicly acts in secret. Since You are doing

these things, show Yourself to the world.” For even

His own brothers did not believe in Him.” John 7v4.

     Eventually, they couldn’t travel together! Jesus

stayed behind while they travelled, although He later

went to Jerusalem for the feast, but in secret.

     They say blood is always thicker than water: 

     Regardless of this unbelievable strain in their

relationships, Jesus loved His family dearly, especially

His brother James. And He never gave up on them.

     On James. 

     He could have tossed their mother to the highest

bidder at the Cross, but after His resurrection, Jesus

went looking for James!

“Then He appeared to James...” 1Corinthians 15v7

     James becomes one of the earliest witnesses of

Jesus’ resurrection. He stayed back in Jerusalem,

together with their Mother, and his brothers, as they all

waited in prayers with other disciples for Pentecost – a

gathering of one hundred and twenty people. 

“With one accord they all continued in prayer, along

with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and

with His brothers.” Acts 1v14.

     And when the Holy Spirit descended on Pentecost – 
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just fifty days from when Jesus was crucified – all

members of Jesus’ household were there in that upper

room to receive the Holy Spirit.

     From Pentecost forward, James’ status within the

Jerusalem church began to grow. James remained in

Jerusalem to take over and watch over the Church of

his big brother, Jesus.

     And he did an amazing job!

     When Peter was miraculously saved from prison, he

sent message to James:

“Send word to James.” Acts 12v17

     When Paul became converted and visited Jerusalem

for the first time, he looked for James: 

“But I saw none of the other apostles except James,

the Lord’s brother.” Galatians 1v19.

Paul later referred to James as a “pillar”! 

“James, Cephas, and John – those reputed to be

pillars – gave me and Barnabas the right hand of

fellowship” Galatians 2v9

     Furthermore, when that the popular, high power

“Church council meeting” of Acts 15 was held at the HQ

in Jerusalem, it was presided over by James! 

     James was the one who gave the final verdicts.

“When they had finished speaking, James declared….

It is my judgement, therefore….” Acts 15v13&19
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     Reading through his verdicts of Acts 15v14-21, one

would see a man who relied heavily on the scriptures,

who sought to foster peace within the church, who

emphasised grace over law and who showed genuine

interest and love for Gentile Believers.

     Many years later, he wrote a book in the Bible: The

General Epistle of James.

     James was not the only “brother of Jesus” who

experienced such transformation. 

     His brother Jude too had similar encounter! 

     Like James, Jude later went ahead to write a Book of

the Bible. The Book of Jude. 

     In his opening statement, Jude wrote:

“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of

James, to those who are called, loved by God the

Father, and kept in Jesus Christ:” (Jude 1v1)

~

     It’s unbelievable how a man’s life – James’ life, and

Jude’s life – changed overnight. 

     They were not even disciples of Jesus when He was

with them! They hated Jesus. 

     However, Jesus never gave up on them! 

     Their transformation was a testament of the

redemptive and transforming power of Jesus.
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 No More Games.

     Once Jesus completed that final wish, He switched

off! 

    Those words – “Woman, here is your son”, and “[Son]

Here is your mother” – marked the end of His

communications with humans. 

     No more games. 

     His business with mortals in the human flesh was

over. It was time for Him to complete the purpose for

which He came. 

     It was time to deal with the big stuff.
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THE INTERLUDE
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: From 12noon to 03:00 p.m., Friday afternoon

    The last people Jesus spoke to were His Mother, and

John. Thereafter, Jesus stopped talking to people, and

He focused on His “job”. 

     And nature responded accordingly: There was an

Eclipse of God! 

     The gospels recorded that at noon, the light of the

sun became “obscured”:

Matthew 27v45 (NLT): 

“At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until

three o’clock.” 
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An eclipse is the obscuring of the light from one

celestial body by the passage of another celestial

body between it and the observer. An eclipse can be

total, partial, or annular.

A lunar eclipse: this occurs when the Earth passes

between the Moon and the Sun, with the Earth’s

shadow obscuring the moon or a portion of it.

A solar eclipse: this occurs when the Moon passes

between the Earth and the Sun, obscuring all or a

portion of the Sun. 

Mark 16v33:

“From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness

came over all the land.”

Luke 23v44

“It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came

over all the land until the ninth hour. The sun was

darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn down

the middle.” 

     The big question now is: Was Jesus crucified during

a solar eclipse?

     For interest sake, let’s just look at a few definitions

of an eclipse.

     So, if there was this darkness like what the Bible

continued to emphasise, we need to be sure if we are

not just reading fables. 
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     Well, as expected, there had been lots of forth and

back arguments over this.

     However, scholars, researchers and reputable

aeronautics and space agencies have confirmed, that

there were lots of “eclipses” around the time of Jesus. 

    Specifically, and quite awe-inspiring as well, a partial

lunar eclipse occurred on what we now know on our

calendar as the 3rd of April in 33 A.D., and it lasted for

two hours and fifty minutes! 

     That was the day that many believed Jesus died.

     This is really sobering, if we think about it, how such

vital information could be confirmed, not just by

reading the pages of an ancient book, but by checking

“facts” as well. 

     Even though the Bible described what looked like a

solar eclipse, rather than lunar, and I personally cannot

guarantee whether it was lunar or solar eclipse, but that

was enough evidence to suggest something going on

in the visible heavens!

     Likewise, about that same time, earthquake activities

were noted around the Dead Sea, not quite far from

Jerusalem, corroborating the Biblical claims that there

was an earthquake the Sunday morning when Jesus

resurrected.

     Furthermore, in addition to the eclipse, there was a 
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tearing apart of the veil – from the top to the bottom of

it.

     For the next three hours, darkness covered the land.

During those three hours, Jesus was mute, He stopped

talking. 

     We have reasons to believe those three hours were

the hours where the sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Himself was

being offered as an atonement for sin. 

     Those were the hours when Jesus carried the load of

sin and He was made a sin for us. 

     Those were hours of great spiritual warfare – for the

souls of mankind! 

     He had gone through the horror of crucifixion, and

just like  the sacrificial Lamb that was being led to her

shearers, He uttered no words.

     After those three hours had expired, at around 3:00

p.m., Jesus spoke again! By that time, Jesus had hung for

six hours on that cursed tree. 

     As soon as Jesus broke the silence, the events that

followed happened in quick succession.
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#4
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Around 3:00 p.m., Friday afternoon

About the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice,

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, My

God, why have you forsaken Me?” When some of those

standing there heard this, they said, “He is calling

Elijah.” 

Matthew 27v46-47 (Mark 15v34-35)

(Ninth hour meant three o’clock in the afternoon).

~

     When Jesus finally broke the silence, after three

hours of dead silence, He screamed some strings of 
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words in Aramaic! 

     It could possibly be a shout of anguish, because of

the unbearable pain His broken body was enduring. 

     However, and more importantly, it was a distress call

that was generated because of the sacrifice He was

making: offering Himself and pouring Himself out as

the ultimate sacrifice, once and for all.

     He had had given Himself up as a sacrifice. He had

rescued the souls of mankind. He had torn the curtain

– the veil of the Temple. And the offering was still

going on. 

     And through these, the Father forsook Him; Father

abandoned Him, albeit temporarily. It was uncertain for

how long, but Jesus was essentially stripped of the

immunity, stripped of His superpowers, and the Father

forsook Him!

     Jesus screamed in anguish, challenging the Father –

asking why He was not getting help, and why the Father

had to leave Him and let Him go through that sacrificial

fire all alone.

     People around Him thought He was calling Elijah.

     Only a handful of them recognised that He was

speaking in a speaking a foreign language. Aramaic.

     And that He was quoting a Messianic scripture that

was written by King David himself in Psalms 22v1.  
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     The crowd had a mix of reactions – they were angry,

shocked, surprised, and confused. 

     How could that Man still be alive and be able to

scream after they had managed to silence Him for the

past three hours? 

     They reacted angrily to Him, and they were ready

to deal with any Elijah who would dare come near to

deliver Him!
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“Abba” in Mark 14v36, 

“Ephphatha” in Mark 7v34; 

“Mammon” in Matthew 6v24; 

     Jesus spoke a lot in Aramaic when He was here on

earth. It is generally agreed by historians that Jesus and

His disciples primarily spoke Aramaic as their first

language. 

     For starters, both Nazareth and Capernaum where

Jesus lived into adulthood were Aramaic speaking

communities. It was possible that Jesus spoke some

Greek and as a Jew, He would be required to know

some Hebrew, but Aramaic was the language of choice. 

     Obviously, there would be more Hebrew speaking

people there in Jerusalem, compared to the Northern

towns in the regions of Galilee. 

     Aramaic was the common language of Judea in the

first century AD; it was the language of trade, and most

likely the Galilean had their own unique Aramaic

dialect.

     It is interesting to see how often Jesus used Aramaic

words and phrases, which were left in their original

form, without being translated in the Bible. 

     A few examples of these words are:

ARAMAIC
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“Raca” in Matthew 5v22;

“Korban” in Matthew 27v6;

He was called “Rabboni” in John 20v16; 

He screamed “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” in Matthew

27v46.

and of course, 

     Jesus was not the only one who used the Aramaic

language in the Bible. 

     Perhaps, one of the earliest recorded conversation

in Aramaic in the Bible was in Genesis 31 – between

Jacob (who later became Israel) and Laban his father-in-

law. 

     It appeared Laban and his household, including his

daughters Leah and Rachael all spoke Aramaic.

     When Laban and Jacob both made a pact to part

ways, following years of feuding, they gave different

names to the location of their pact: Laban gave it an

Aramaic name, while Joseph gave it a Hebrew name.

“Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, and Jacob called it

Galeed.” Genesis 31v47. 

     Aramaic also found its way in larger chunks into

some books of the Bible. For example, more than half of

the Book of Daniel was written in Aramaic. The writer

just switched to Aramaic, and probably forgot to switch

back to Hebrew. Likewise Book of Ezra.
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Famous Last Words

#5
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Around 3:00 p.m., Friday afternoon.

“I am Thirsty.” John 19v28

~

     As Jesus continued to feel the heat, He challenged

the Father for abandoning Him in the “cold”. 

     Shortly after that, he realised everything had indeed

been completed. There was nothing more to add. And

nothing to remove. A true definition of perfection!

“After this, knowing that everything had now been

accomplished,  and to fulfil the Scripture, Jesus said, 

 “I am thirsty.”” John 19v28.
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     Jesus spoke to nobody in particular, however, some

of the angry and ambitious bystanders decided to do

something about it – in response to the erroneous idea

that Jesus was talking to an Elijah. And now, perhaps

because Elijah did not show up, He was changing his

tricks and claiming that He was indeed “thirsty”. 

     They offered Him sour wine.

“A jar of sour wine was sitting there. So, they soaked

a sponge in the wine, put it on a stalk of hyssop, and

lifted it to His mouth… Jesus had received the sour

wine.” John 19v29-30a. 

(See also Matthew 27v48, Mark 15v36)

     That would be the second time someone would

offer Jesus something to drink while at Calvary. 

     It may be compared to the initial gesture He got

when they all just arrived at the execution hill:

“They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha,

which means The Place of the Skull. There they

offered Him wine mixed with myrrh , but He did not

take it.” Mark 15v22-23. 

(Also Matthew 27v33-34; Luke 23v33a; John 19v17b).

     Contrary to His initial reaction when He was first

offered the medicinal drink which he refused, this

second time around, he received it. 

     What was so special about the hyssop?
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     In the Bible, and from historical perspective, Hyssop

was a plant that generally signified “cleansing”. 

     It is not a surprise, then, that minutes before Jesus

died, the hyssop plant made a short but significant

appearance. 

     Hyssop was a kind of plant that thrived in the most

difficult and stubborn terrains. It sprouted on rocks,

grew on walls. In fact, King Solomon in his wisdom did

not only research the majestic cedars of Lebanon, but

hyssop also caught his attention.

“Solomon composed three thousand proverbs, and

his songs numbered a thousand and five. He spoke

of trees, from the cedar in Lebanon to the hyssop

growing in the wall…” 1Kings 4v32-33.

     Hyssop was a valuable plant used in the worship,

even before the Temples were built, right from the very

first Passover, in Exodus chapter 12!

“Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and

told them, “Go at once and select for yourselves a

lamb for each family and slaughter the Passover

lamb. Take a cluster of hyssops, dip it into the blood

in the basin, and brush the top and the two side

posts of the door frame with some of the blood…

HYSSOP
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When the LORD passes through to strike down the

Egyptians, He will see the blood on the top and the

two side posts and pass over the door; so He will

not allow the destroyer to enter your houses and

strike you down.” Exodus 12v21-23

     A few decades later, Moses gave a lot of instructions

about worship and spoke a lot about the use of the

hyssop plant, recommending it as an ingredient to be

used by the Priesthood, as well as other people, as part

of the cleansing ceremonies. 

     Some of these instructions for cleansing may be

found in Leviticus chapter 14, and Numbers chapter 19. 

Numbers 19v18:

“Then a man who is ceremonially clean is to take

some hyssop, dip it in the water, and sprinkle the

tent, all the furnishings, and the people who were

there…” 

Leviticus 14v4:

“The priest shall order that two live clean birds,

cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop be brought for

the one to be cleansed.”

Leviticus 14v52:

And [the priest] shall cleanse the house with the

bird’s blood, the fresh water, the live bird, the cedar

wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet yarn.
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    Perhaps the most important mention of the hyssop

in the old testament was in connection to the Red

Heifer, as it was a “prototype” of Jesus Christ, as

described in Numbers 19v1-10.

     The young female animal, the heifer, unblemished,

no defects, never had babies, and never ridden a yolk,

must be taken to the outskirts and sacrificed there. 

     That was just like Jesus was dragged to the outskirt

of the city, to the mount called Golgotha, where He was

sacrificed.

     The red heifer would be killed and thereafter burnt,

not sparing any part. 

“The priest is to take cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet

wool and throw them onto the burning heifer.”

Numbers 19v6

     And the Priest in charge of that red heifer, would be

impure and ceremonially unclean, because of that

heifer sacrifice, until he washed. 

     The ashes of the burnt heifer would later be used

for: “preparing the water of purification; this is for

purification from sin.” Numbers 19v9.

     A sin offering was also described in Leviticus 4, 

THE RED HEIFER: 

KILLED OUTSIDE THE CAMP
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whereby a bull, or a goat, or sometimes lamb, must be

sacrificed within the Temple (then still a Tent of

Meeting), as covering for sins.

     The writer of Hebrew later spoke of the red heifer,

and the other animals, as prototypes, albeit inferior, to

the perfect work of redemption that Christ did on the

Cross. 

He wrote:

“For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of

a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially

unclean sanctify them so that their bodies are

clean, how much more will the blood of Christ, who

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself

unblemished to God, purify our consciences from

works of death, so that we may serve the living

God!” Hebrews 9v13-14
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     In the above scriptures, we cannot but notice the

keywords and key phrases used. 

     These include: the hyssop and scarlet yarn. 

     The scarlet yarn, the blood, and the red heifer had

something in common – they were all red. 

     God however offered a cleansing, a transformation,

to all, an event that was perfected once and for all at

Calvary!

In Psalm 51v7, King David once prayed: 

“Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me,

and I will be whiter than snow.”

And in Isaiah 1v18, an offer was made:

“Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD.

“Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be as

white as snow; though they are as red as crimson,

they will become like wool.”

The writer of Hebrew also added:

Hebrew 9v19:

“For when Moses had proclaimed every

commandment of the law to all the people, he took

the blood of calves and goats, along with water,

scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll

and all the people…”

HYSSOP BEYOND MOSES
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Hebrew 9v22:

“According to the law, in fact, nearly everything must

be purified with blood, and without the shedding of

blood there is no forgiveness.”

Hebrew 9v24-28:

“For Christ did not enter a man-made copy of the

true sanctuary, but He entered heaven itself, now to

appear on our behalf in the presence of God. Nor

did He enter heaven to offer Himself again and

again, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place

every year with blood that is not his own… But now

He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages

to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself…so

also Christ was offered once to bear the sins of

many…” 

     While there were lots of parallel between the Old

Testament cleansing techniques, the red heifer of

Numbers chapter 19, and Jesus, we do know that Jesus

was not burnt down at the city outskirts.

     Instead, He was crucified.

     During that transfiguration, two important icons

from the Old Testament appeared to him – Moses and

Elijah – representing the Law and the Prophets, both of

them in glory. 

     I believe that was when the decision was made:  

70



The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus on the Cross

     He wasn’t going to be dragged to the city outskirts

and burnt into ashes at the outskirts like those

sacrificial animals as seen in the Laws of Moses. 

     He wasn’t going to be beheaded like one of the

prophets. 

     Rather He was going to undergo a formal trial and

sentenced to death. By crucifixion.

~

The Wine Jesus Drank

     On His arrival to Golgotha, Jesus was initially offered

“wine mixed with gall/myrrh” – something to numb the

pain while the nails were being driven.

     Needless to say, Jesus refused it.

     At the end of six hours, when he had completed the

sacrifice, He was offered another drink – a sponge full

of sour wine, held up to Him on the stalk of hyssop; a

reaction from angry bystanders to keep Him a bit

awake and refreshed so they could prolong His pain. 

     To keep the pains more raw and vivid.

     This time around, Jesus took it.
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Famous Last Words

#6
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Around 3:00 p.m., Friday afternoon

“Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into Your

hands I commit My Spirit.”” Luke 23v46a.

~

     Well, we can now safely conclude that the sour wine

had got nothing on Jesus. 

     The angry onlookers were shocked when Jesus

spoke again for the first time in three hours, because

they thought He probably died already. 

     However, His loud scream jolted them into reality –

their Prisoner was still very much alive! 

72



The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus on the Cross

     He’d been through fire. He’d lost so much blood. His

body was falling apart, but His Spirit continued to fight.

He was given a sour wine, in an attempt to keep Him

alive and prolong His suffering, but He had other plans. 

     His work was over. 

     He spoke again, in a loud voice: 

“Father, into Your hands I commit My Spirit.” 

     His Spirit was leaving the broken carcass, and He

made the announcement to the people of the world

that it was over. Seconds later, He died.

“Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Father, into

Your hands I commit My Spirit.” And when He had

said this, He breathed His last.” Luke 23v46

     One would wonder where a dying man got all the

energy to speak in a loud voice.
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Famous Last Words

#7
Location: On the Cross, At Golgotha.

Time: Around 3:00 p.m.,Friday afternoon

“It is finished” John 19v30b.

~

     This was the last and final utterance of Jesus on

earth. His parting words. 

     It is finished! Done! Accomplished! It indeed was

finished. His earthly business. His human Presence. 

He came. And He conquered all. 

     Perfection! There was nothing more to add. And

there was nothing more to subtract. He completed His

race, and He could confidently declare: “It is finished”.
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     Tetelestai. Τετέλεσται. It is finished!

     The Greek word translated “it is finished” is the word

tetelestai. Some have argued, that this phrase tetelestai

was a legal term, and an accounting and bookkeeping

term that showed a bill was “PAID IN FULL”. 

     It has been described, that in the first century,

receipts were often introduced by the phrase tetelestai,

usually written in an abbreviated manner. 

     Also, when debts owed were fully paid, the term

tetelestai would be stamped on the paper documenting

that the debt owed had been paid. 

     When prisoners were serving time, at the end of

their full sentence, the term tetelestai would be

stamped on the documents containing a list of their

crimes.

     So, when Jesus cried “it is finished” as His exit

statement, He knew exactly what He was saying, and

what He was alluding to. 

     The transaction had been successful, and the receipt

had been issued. The debt had been paid, in full. The

sentence had been served and the captives had been

set free. It is finished, indeed.

     With that, Jesus released His spirit. He Died!
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     The Man Jesus, who appeared to be invincible,

finally succumbed to death. Or so it seemed. 

     However, in the words of Jesus Himself, He did not

succumb, He only yielded!

Matthew 27v50:

“When Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He

yielded up His spirit.” 

Mark 15v37:

“But Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed His last.” 

John 19v30:

“When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It

is finished.” And bowing His head, He yielded up His

spirit.” 

     Earlier on, in John chapter 10, Jesus described

Himself as the Good Shepherd. What He did on the

Cross was something any good shepherd would do. 

     Below are some of the declarations Jesus made

about Himself. He said:

John 10v11:

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays

down His life for the sheep.”

John 10v14-15:

“I am the good shepherd. I know My sheep and My 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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sheep know Me … and I know the Father. And I lay

down My life for the sheep.”

John 10v17-18:

“The reason the Father loves Me is that I lay down

My life in order to take it up again. No one takes it

from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have

authority to lay it down and authority to take it up

again. This charge I have received from My Father.” 

     Jesus confirmed that His death was a willing act,

motivated by love for His sheep. 

     He had the authority, and He used it the way He

deemed best, for the benefit of humankind! He was the

Good Shepherd. He was not a hired hand. He truly

cared for His sheep. 

     He would give up his life, just to protect His sheep.

     Before David became the King, while he was still a

shepherd boy, he gave a practical demonstration of

what it meant to be a good shepherd in the book of

1Samuel chapter 17. 

     He showed this in his testimony to King Saul when

he accepted the challenge to fight Goliath:

1Samuel 17v34-36:

“Your servant has been tending his father’s sheep,

and whenever a lion or a bear came and carried off

a lamb from the flock, I went after it, struck it down, 
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and delivered the lamb from its mouth. If it reared

up against me, I would grab it by its fur, strike it

down, and kill it. Your servant has killed lions and

bears…”

     Killing a wild animal was no small feat, all for the

purpose of rescuing a harmless sheep! A hireling would

run for dear life, but not the good shepherd. Rather, he

would intentionally put himself in the face of danger, to

protect his sheep.

     That was exactly what Jesus did. 

     Damning the consequences, He made the ultimate

sacrifice – He gave up His life, to redeem mankind, and

restore humankind to the Father.
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In Remembrance of

Him
Location: At The Penthouse (Upper Room).

Time: The Previous Day (Thursday Evening)

AD 33; 13 Nisan/April 2.

“...do this in remembrance of Me.” Luke 22v19b

~

     Jesus had been arrested, tried, sentenced, and

crucified. In fact He had died, or rather given up His

Life. 

     However, at this point, I think we can take a step

backwards – to the previous evening, to Thursday night,

to see how He would love to be remembered.

     Paul the Apostle wrote in 1Corinthians 11v23-26:
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“For I received from the Lord what I also passed on

to you: 

that the Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed,

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke

it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do

this in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way, after supper He took the cup,

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood;

do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.” 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”

~

     This is a popular passage of the scripture which re-

enacted the event that took place that Thursday night

at the penthouse – between Jesus and His remaining

eleven disciples. 

     The event itself was recorded in Matthew 26:26-29;

Mark 14:22-25; and Luke 22:15-20.

     On Thursday night, Jesus established the Holy

Communion. It was His last and final meal with His

Disciples. 

     It was really special to Him, despite the little hiccup

with Judas. He decided was going to immortalise the

meal, by asking His followers to observe the event, not 
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just yearly during the Passover Festival, but regularly,

routinely, and as frequently as they chose to.

     Jesus broke the bread they were eating and gave it

to them, saying:

“This is My body, given for you; do this in

remembrance of Me.” 

He took the cup of wine and said: 

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is

poured out for you; poured out for many for the

forgiveness of sins.” 

     Amid all these, He also gave a glimpse into the

future, again. He said: 

“Truly I tell you; I will no longer drink of the fruit of

the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the

kingdom of God.”

     This is an important truth, which also supports the

prophecies Jesus had been giving them throughout the

Passion Week about a coming “Kingdom” – a time in

the future when Jesus would come back to establish a

Kingdom on the earth. 

     In that Kingdom, He would be able to physically

drink the fruit of the vine. But until then, His followers

must continue to remember His death and what it

signified, and they must do it every now and again.
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     Jesus did not die to establish an organised religion,

however, the Holy communion was one of the few

observances Jesus commanded His followers to

practice as a lifestyle, and perhaps the only thing He

wanted His followers to do in His remembrance.

    The Holy Communion Jesus established is not just

about drinking the wine or fruit juice, sodas, flavoured

water or non-alcoholic wine. 

     It is not about eating the regular bread or chunk of

cake or the flat unleavened bread, tofu or other non-

carb alternatives. 

     It is not even about eating it privately at home or

with a group of other Believers. 

     It is all about Jesus! It is all about thinking and

meditating on His finished work and what significance

it held to us.

     On the night He was betrayed, as they sat by the

communion table at the penthouse, Jesus asked His

Disciples, and by extension us, to ruminate on His

sufferings, and to remember Him. 

     This we will continue to do.
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A Word From The
Author

     Thank you for making time to read my book titled

“The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus on the Cross”.

     Like I mentioned at the beginning of this book, “The

Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus” and “At The Garden

Tomb” are two short ebooks and excerpts from my

forthcoming book titled “The Long Walk to Calvary”.

     “The Long Walk to Calvary” detailed the final week of

Jesus on earth on a day-by-day and at some point, on

hour-by-hour basis.

     It is important that we should reflect, as frequently

as possible, on the tremendous sacrifice Jesus made for

mankind, and to also draw comfort and inspiration from  

it. This is one of the primary reasons Jesus instituted

the Holy Communion, that we may remember Him.
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     This book, beyond everything else, focuses on Jesus

on the Cross on that Good Friday as He bore the sins of

the world.

     While on the Cross, His broken Body carrying an

unbearable pain, He said a few words, which formed the

central theme of this Book.

     This book further describes other relevant footnotes,

creates scriptural scenarios, and compares the four

canonical gospels and their unique angles to the time

Jesus spent on the Cross.

     I encourage you to read and share with your friends

and families, colleagues and groups.

     If you love this book, I am sure you will like my

other books. Please click on the link below to access

some of the books I have written.

https://realbiblepeople.wordpress.com/resources/

     It is my prayer that we all continue to grow in grace

and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yours truly,

   Kemi OWONIBI
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Biblical Bathsheba in the context of the men in

her life – David, Uriah, Ahithophel, Nathan,
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OUR BEAUTIFUL EARTH summarises creation
story and human existence on earth from a
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The Pharaoh Who Did Not Know Joseph
explores Biblical records and historical facts to

tell the story of the inspiring journey from
Joseph to Moses

OBINRIN ONIROBINUJE is a book that
focuses on navigating through life

challenges. It discusses Hannah, and also
touches on dealing with infertility.

It is written exclusively in Yoruba language.

See https://realbiblepeople.wordpress.com/resources/ 

85



THE INTERFACE: 
UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK OF DANIEL

COMING SOON.. .

Chapter 1: Grooming of the Young Princes

~

     What comes to mind when we hear the Book of

Daniel? Lions, no doubt. The story we all know and

love: Daniel in the lion’s den. The  four young men who

would not defile themselves with the king’s delicacies,

and the three young Hebrews in the furnace also make

the top stories. 

     Perhaps we think about the giant statue with the

head of gold, and just maybe we may think about the

strange animals in Daniel’s vision. And yes, there was

that part with the handwriting on the wall.

     How do we put those different stories together? 

     How did they all manage to fit into a book that has

just 12 chapters, considering that they all seemed to

have nothing much in common?

     Daniel didn’t seem to be “real prophet” either, 45
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because he did not deliver the message from God in

the usual style of “thus says the Lord”.

     In fact, he didn’t seem to have any messages to

deliver in the first place. 

     Furthermore, after the sixth chapter of Daniel, the

book seemed to close up; all that were left were visions

and imagery of animals and beasts. And to complicate

things further, most parts of the book of Daniel were

written in Aramaic, and not the usual languages used to

write the other parts of the Bible.

     So how do we understand this strange little book of

the Bible?

     Maybe it will help to start from the beginning.

~

Babylon, 605 B.C.

     Daniel was born sometime around 620 B.C.

Although we do not know his exact date of birth, what

we do know is that he was one of the royal princes of

Judah, or at least from one of the noble families.

     This can be confirmed in Daniel 1:3, where we read, 

“Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff,

to bring to the palace some of the young men of

Judah’s royal family and other noble families, who

had been brought to Babylon as captives.”

~
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Babylonian Captivity Summarised.

     One interesting feature of the Book of Daniel is that

it opened with a summary of the captivity of Judah, an

event that occurred when Jehoiakim was the King of

Judah.

     In 605 B.C., in the third year of Jehoiakim’s reign, the

new but ruthless Babylonian King named

Nebuchadnezzar attacked and conquered the nation of

Judah. 

     Following the conquest, King Nebuchadnezzar took

the royals and the nobles of Judah as his captives and

exiled them from Jerusalem. This formed part of his

first of the three stages of captivity of Judah.

     Eight years later, in 597 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar

returned to Judah for the second stage during which he

would capture King Jeconiah, the queen mother, the

court officials, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, all

the artisans, the craftsmen, and the metalsmiths and

exiled them from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

     He further set up a puppet kingdom in

Jerusalem which was designed to answer to him.

     Eventually King Nebuchadnezzar returned to

Jerusalem again eleven years later – in 586 BC for the

third and final stage of captivity of Judah. 

     Jerusalem finally fell in 586 B.C. 
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     During this attack, King Nebuchadnezzar took as

captive his puppet King – Zedekiah and the entire

nation of Judah, he burnt down Jerusalem and destroy

King Solomon’s Temple after looting the Temple

treasury and taking all the precious items with him.

     The entire captivity of Judah lasted for 70 years, as

prophesied by Jeremiah the Prophet of the Lord.

~

Back to Chapter One of Daniel

     King Nebuchadnezzar captured the royals and the

nobles and the aristocrats – the finest people of Judah

during his first attack, and he brought them to Babylon. 

Daniel was about 15 years old at that time. 

     Amid the chaos and turmoil, Daniel and his friends

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah found themselves

recruited to be trained, brainwashed and taught the

language and literature of Babylon for a three-years,

following which they would become Wise Men in

Babylon.

     The King’s command was clear: 

“Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young

men. Make sure they are well versed in every

branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and

good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal 
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palace. Train these young men in the language and

literature of Babylon.” (Daniel 1:4). 

Daniel and his friends made this list.

     Part of the brainwash included a change of names

and a change of identity – Daniel’s Chaldean name

became Belteshazzar, while Hananiah, Mishael and

Azariah had their names changed to Shadrach,

Meshack and Abed-nego respectively. 

     There was also the issue of a change in their diet.

     Though teenagers, Daniel and his friends (who were

probably his roommates) dared the King’s command –

the part they had a bit of control over – their diet; and

they ate vegetables rather than the King’s meal portion.

     Immediately, as they settled in their new apartment,

Daniel and his friends ran into a delicate situation: The

King had offered all the boys at the Wisemen Academy

daily rations of royal food – fine Babylonian cuisine

and wine.

    However, the food was not Kosher.

    Theirs was a life of luxury, not deprivation, for they

were given a portion of food and wine daily from the

King’s own table.

     Despite this, Daniel rejected the King’s delicacies.

And his friends joined him in his conviction.

90



The powerful story of Crucifixion holds great significance to the
Christian faith.  For in the heart Christianity lays the incredible
crucifixion event –  the central historical event in the Christian

faith: Without Crucifixion, there is no Redemption.

The 7 Famous Last Words of Jesus

retells the crucifixion story in a unique way, focusing exclusively
on Jesus as He hung on the rugged Cross on the execution hill

known as Calvary, or Golgotha! 
It elaborates the on the few words Jesus spoke as He endured

excruciating pain physically, and as He offered Himself spiritually
as the Sacrificial Lamb of God.

It also takes a closer look at the unique perspectives of the four
canonical gospels as they recorded the same crucifixion event.

 “The Seven Famous Last Words of Jesus” and its sequel “At the
Garden Tomb: The Resurrection Story”  are both excerpts from

my new book “The Long Walk to Calvary”.
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